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THE

LIFE

OF

WILLIAM HEY, Ese.

3. The Conduct of Mr. Hey, as a Magisirate,
and a Pairiot.

IN the year 1786, Mr. Hey was elected an
Alderman of the Borough of Leeds, and in the
following year he was appointed to the office of
Mayor. The high importance of this situation, and
the arduous nature of his duties as Chief Magistrate
may be conceived, when it is stated, that the
circle included within his jurisdicti?)n contained a
voL. 11, B



2 MORAL AND SOGIAL LIFE

population of about 50,000- inhabitants.* The
new duties and obligations, which the office of a
Magistrate imposed upon him, excited him to an
assiduous study of the Law; and by the vigour
and diligence with which he pursued his inquiries,
he soon acquired a competent share of information
in those principles of jurisprudence, by which he
was to be directed and sanctioned in executing
the functions of magistracy. “ Hle became a good
lawyer, and has been often known to correct the
errors of the Counsel, when, with great confidence,
they were laying down the Law to the Magistrates
at the Sessions® The obstruction and opposition,

* The jurisdiction of the Corporation of Leeds extends to
the whole Borough, which includes many populous villages, to
the distance of more than four miles in certain directions.

The following short table shews the increase of population
since the commencement of the present century.

A Census of the Population of Leeds.
N Borough.

1801. Town ... . 30,669 7905
Out-Townships, 17,236 §
1811. Town o oo 35,951
2,534.
Out-Townships, 26,583 } o ; g
1821. Town .« s . 48,603
4.
. ?ut-Towmhipl, 35,251 } 83,85
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*®
the obloquy and persecution, the secret threats,
the public insults*and the personal dangers, to
which he exposed himself by the conscientious
discharge of his duty as Mayor, were lamentable
and disgraceful evidences of the dépraved morals
and corrupt principles, which pervaded a large
portion of the community. But the unblemished
integrity of his character, the uprightness of his
intentions, the purity, disinterestedness and bene-
volence, conspicuous in his conduct, were al
length acknowledged and duly appreciated, and
opened the way to a final triumph, not only over
the malice but the errors of his adversaries.

The following account of Mr. Hey’s conduct as
a Magistrate was communicated by a gentleman,
whose profession renders him peculiarly competent
to judge of the mannmer, in which Mr. Hey
executed the duties of Mayor of Leeds; and
whose connexion yvith the Corporation, and inti-
macy with Mr. Hey, gave him the most favourable
opportunities of acquiring a correct knowledge of
the transactions of that period.
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The Character of Mr. Hey, as o Magistrale,
drawn up by John Hardy, Esq.

* MR. Hry became a Member of the Corporatior
of Leeds, in the year 1781, having been elected a
Common Councilman on the 9th day of September
in that year: he was chosen an Alderman on the
18th day of December, 1786, and filled the office
of Mayor, for the first time, in the year, com-
mencing at Michaelmas, 1787, and endidg
Michaelmas, 1788. He was again elected Mayor
in 1892. The duties of this office, which he had
to discharge in the midst of a very large manufac-
turing population, called forth all that energy-of
mind in the performance of them, which his hithérto
moke private pursuits had displayed %o all who
knew him. None but those who have filled that



OF WILLIAM WHLY, ESQ. O

office can form any just cstimate of the labour, the
patience, and the. personal sacrifices, which the
discharge of its ordinary duties rcquf’res. To all
this, however, it is quitec evident that he had not
only made up his mind, buat that he contemplated
in the out-set of his magisterial career, a line of
duty whiédh he foresaw must be attended with
great additional trouble and vexation, and which,
whatever might be the success of his exertions,
must incvitably expose him to the censorious .pity
of every listless and indolent observer of the pro-
gress of wickedness, and to the open opposition
and revengeful malice of the pfofligate and pro-
fane. He felt that being, in virtue 'of his office, a
conservator of the public peace and morals, he
was bound to bhe s0, not in name only, but in fact;
and hence it was his determination to use-every
legal means of extirpating those vices, which arc
pre-eminently calculated to sap the foundations of
both. The crime of drunkenness and its never
failing concomitants, sabbath-breaking and lewd-
ness, wefe at this time prevalent to an alarming
degree, and while his heart was filled with horror
at the -contemplation of scenes which these vices
daily brdight under his cognizanee, and at that
inundation of profligacy which he saw must be the
B3
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inevitable consequence of them, it determined this
truly Christian Magistrate to resist them with all
the influence of his station, and all the power and
authority which the law could confer.

¢ While his character and his tine of life, being
then of the age of fifty, should rescue him from the
imputation of a needless ebullition of ‘zeal in the
cause of religion and morality, or any vain-glorious
desire of distinguishing his own mayoralty by an
unusual energy in the discharge of those duties
which his office imposed upon him; let it never be
forgotten, though no one who knew him could
doubt that he would have been prou:pted to these
exertions by the spontaneous impulse of his own
heart and his own sensc of duty alone, yet, that a
few months only, before the commencement of his
mayoralty, the prevalence of vice and profaneness
had excited the attention of the Executive Go-
vernment, and His Majesty’s Proclamation ¢ for
the encouragement of piety and virtue, and the
preventing and punishing of vice, profaneness,
and immorality,” had issued, dated the 1st of June,
1787. Thus, in addition to the requisition of his
oath, * truly to do his office of a justice of the
peace,” and which office is ¢ duly and without
favour to put in execution all the statutes and



OF WILLIAM HEY, ESQ. 7

ordinances relating thereto,” hc found himself
called upon as a loyal and faithful subject and
servant of the best of sovercigns, to adsist him in
what that Proclamation states to be his ¢ most
hearty desire,’ the enforcing of a religious © ob-
servance of God’s holy laws, and the increase of
religion, piety, and good manners; thereby
¢ strictly charging and commanding all Judges,
Mayors, &c. to be very vigilant and strict in the
discovery, and the effectual prosecution and
punishment of all persons who shall be guilty of
excessive drinking, blasphemy, profane swearing
and cursing, lewdness, profanation of the Lord’s
Day, or other dissolute, immoral, or disorderly
practices, and that they take care effectually to
put in execution the Act of the twenty-ninth of
King Charles, for the better observation of the
Lord’s Day, commonly called Sunday ; that of the
fiinth of King William, for the more effectual
suppressing of blasphemy and profaneness; and
also the act of the twenty-first year of our reign,
for pfeventing' certain abuses and profanations on
the Lord’s Day, and all other laws for punishing
and suppressing any of the vices aforesaid, and
likewise to take effectual care to prevent all pub-
licans from receiving, or permitting, guests to
R 4
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vemain in their houses in the time of Divine
Service, on the Lord’s Day, as they will answer it _
to Almighty God, and upon pain of our highest
displeasure.’

** With this solemn angl authoritative invocation
to the discharge of his duty, what alternative had
any, and much more a Christian Magistrate to
adopt, than the rigid observance of the commands
of his royal and gracious master, ¢ duly to pro-
secute and punish all persons who should presume
to offend in any of the kinds aforcsaid.” Nor
doubtless did he forget that be was also the
¢ minister of God.’

*“ The general dissoluteness of manners, and the
gross depravities which prevailed at that period,
excited the attention and roused the vigilance of
n]£ serious and reflccting men; so that dn many
places societics for the suppression of vice and
immorality were formed, as there scemed from the
barefaced progress of wickedness, too much reason
to apprehend that awful state of things, in which,
as Senéca observes, desinit esse remedio locus, ubi
quee fuerant vilia, mores sunt.

““When we reflect how much those laws in par-
ticular, which have for their object the suppression
of those vices to which our fallen nature is hut
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too prone, and which mankind, as not immediately
feeling the effect of them, are too apt to wink at,
are indcbted for their efficacy to the character of
those who have to execute them; how fortunatc
must we feel it, that this,duty devolved at such a
moment as this upon one whose personal moral
character, as well as his public integrity and |
honour, was omni exceptione major, one who was
so pre-cminently distinguished for a conduct the
very reverse of those vices which he was so empha-
tically called upon to correct. If a conservator of
the public morals ought himself to exhibit the best
example of morality, if he who is called upon to
sit in judgment on the conduct of others, ought to
be in a situnation to challenge the judgment of the
public upon his own; how happily fitted was this
worthy man for giving to the administration of
Jjustice }hat respeci, which she has a right to claim
from those whom she invests with her authority.

“ It is greatly to be regretted, that the mul-
tiplicity and obscurity, in many respects, ”o£ those
laws which that useful and honourable body of .
men, the magistracy of this country, huve peculiarly
to administer, present, but in too many instances,
a labytinth, in which it is almost impossiblc for
the utmost assiduity to cnable - the diligent and
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conscientious magistrate to find his way. Abundant
are the proofs which his papers furnish of the
pains which Mr. Hey took to inform himself in
every branch of his duty, and when points
occurred in the course of it on which he could not
make up his mind, he resorted to the advice of
those on whose legal opinions he trusted he could
safely rely. He appears to have led the way, and
not merely to have followed the steps of others, in
his attempts to enforce the laws for the suppression
of those vices against which his Majesty’s Pro-
clamation, as well as the efforts of those cxcellent
Societies whose establishment hss been already
alluded to, were especially aimed. So early as
March, 1787, he sent a string of queries to
Mr. Christian, the late Professor of Laws in
the University of Cambridge, and Chief Justice
of Ely, from whose reply, dated Cambridge,
March the 15th, 1787, the foliowing is an ex-

tract :—
¥

<
6 ¢ Sil';

““ <1 have sent you answers to your queries
according to the best consideration which I have
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been enabled to give the subjects. I am very
sorry that I have been so much engaged here as
not to be able to do it sooner. Whenever you
honour me with any question again, you may
depend upon it I shall give you an opinion with
more dispatch. Your intention of putting in exe-
cutign the laws against immorality is very laudable,
though it will necessarily create you enemies.
But while you shew an unxiety to proceed strictly
according to law, you are sure to meet with the
protection of courts of justice.’

< The prediction of the léarned and worthy
barrister was fully verified in both its parts by the
event; and, unfortunately, the slightest acquaintance
with human nature is suflicient to convince us
that it*required not the spirit of prophecy to
suggest it.

¢ Mr. Christian very handsomely tendered his
gratuitous services in advising Mr. Hey on points
connected with the discharge of his magisterial
duties, but, with becoming modesty, recommended,
as he himself was then young at the Bar, that the
advice of Mr. Chambre, afterwards Judge Chambre,
and who at that time. was in great business on the
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Northern Circuit, and highly estcemcd for his
legal knowledge and abilities, as well as his many
other excellent qualities of head and heart, should
be consulted in those matters in particular, in
which Mr. Hey had reason to expect that his wish
to enforce the laws would stir up against him a
spirit of enmity and opposition. A string ofggue-
ries, accordingly, amounting to twenty-ome in
number, and all of them having a reference to
those laws which His Majesty’s recent Proclamation
had strictly charged the Magistrates to carry into
execution, were submitted to Mr. Chambre and
Mr. Christian for their joint opiuion, and which
they gave in detail. WNothing can evince more
strongly the anxiety of Mr. Hey to do his duty in
strict conformity with the law, than the prudent
course which he adopted upon this occasion. Nor
was he satisfied with these most respectable legal
opinions to guide him in acting, but he was also at
the expense of having his subsequent convictions
for the violation of the laws alluded to settled by
the able pen.of Mr. Chambre.

‘ He had also, so early as 1786, in order tu
prepare the minds of those against whom these
laws were to be put ‘in force, becn mainly instru-
mental in establishing in the town of Leeds an
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Association, the object of which was (o bring to’
justice all persons who should be guilty of those
open immoralities, lor which our excellent laws
have provided just punishments; and extracts of
those laws were published in a.small pamphlet of
twelve pages, regarding the profanation of the
‘Lord’s day, drunkenness, cursing, and swearing,
lewdness, gaming, vagrants, and false weights, and
measures, ‘ in order that noue might plead igno-
rance of the penalties to which -their vices might
subject them.’

* Notwithstanding, however, these wise, consi-
derate, and humane precautions, no sooner had
the new Mayor commenced an attack upon the
citadels of vice, than all their garrisons were up in
arms against him; and there is too much reason
to fear that he experienced opposition even in a
gquarter from which he had a right to look for
assistance and support. The outcry was very great
among those in particular who expected their
profits to be diminished, or.their career of sensual
indulgence to be.checked by the regulations which
the Mayor was determined to enforce. Nor few -
in number were even those: well-meaning indivi- ©
duals; v%%, while ' they would shrink with horror
from the idéa of countemancing those immoralities,
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against which the rod of the law was now lifted
up, yet viewed these proceedings as introducing
an unnecessary strictneéss in the control of men’s
private conduct, and were less prone to commend
the Mayor for his exertions, than to pity him for
this apparently gratuitous exposure of himself to
the consequences which all anticipated, himself
not excepted, from those persons whose irritation
would be excited by a diminution of their gains,
or a restraint upon thejr crimina! indulgences.

‘“ Anonymous letters of the most scurrilous
description, were among the sccret means em-
ployed to deter him from the prosecution of his
purpose ; and actions at law were not only
threatened, but ectually instituted against himself
and the constables, in every instance where the
zeal of duty, or the imprudence and indiscretion
of inferior officers intrusted with the execution of
process, had prompted, in the most trifling degree,
a vigour that the rigid requirements of the law did
not seem to justify.

¢« Mr. Hey took on himself the responsibility of
defending the constables where they had acted by
’ his authérity, but those who admired and approved
his conduct did not allow him personally to bear
the expense of resisting this persecution; 'and
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subscriptions to the amount of his disbursements,
among which the initials W. W. hold a conspicuous
place, rescued his countrymen from the imputation
of permitting him to be a pecuniary sufferer in
such a cause. .

“ The reader will huve no difficulty in recog-
&nizing', under the initials W. W. the strenuous
friend and supporter of every A‘plun for promoting
the temporal and eternal interests of his fellow-
mortals, in whatever way it is to be effected.
Mr. Hey had the happiness and privilege of
enjoying the confidence and friendship of this
exellent man in an eminent degree; and, indeed,
it would not be easy to find two men more likely
to cultivate the esteem of each other by a greater
congeniality of sentiment on subjects connected
with the highest interests of religion and mora-
lity, and a more fervid zeal in every hallowed
cause. )

¢ Mr. Hey, however, did not wait to see how
far he should be supported in this manner before
he acted, this support being enti.l"vely the result of
the admiration of his conduct and by no means his
motive for persevering in it, though he mist have
felt cheered and comforted at the reflection of
having his exertions approved and encouraged by
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those who, he well knew, were capable of duly
estimating their tendency and value. Through cvil
report and good report, he kept on the even tenor
of his way, influenced by no motive but that of
preserving inviolate the consciousness of having
faithfully, discharged a sacred duty, and disre-
garding the apparent unpopularity with which he
was threatened :—

s ¢ Justum et tenacem propositi vite a
Non civiemm ardor prava jubeutivm-—-
Mente gquatit solidia.”

¢ In addition to actions against the constables
who acted under his authority, in the prosecution
of which the most unwarrantable means were
adopted for the purpose of prejudicing the minds
of the juries who were to try them, actions were
instituted also against himself. In one of those in
which the constables were defendants, the plaintiff
obtained a verdict at the Spring Assizes at York,
in the year 1788. It seems, that on resisting the
attempt of the constablés to apprehend him, the
latter hiid used more force, according to the
cvidence for the plaintiff, than was necessary to
effect his apprehension; but the learned Judge,
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who tried the canse, seems, independently ot this
evidence, to have left the jury little room for
exercising their own discretion, if, in the samming
up of the evidence, the observations accompanying
it are corrcctly minuted on the briefs of both the
Counsel for the defendants, such as * these con-
stables are of the reforming kind. Reformation
generally produces greater evils than those it
attempts to redress.’—* [ don’t know that d—m—g
eyes and limbs is swearing,’ (it was under the act
against profanc cursing and swearing that the party
liad been proceeded against.) ¢ This Act of Par-
liament was never heard of, T never heard of it
myself till 1 came into court.’

< Tt was no doubt diflicult for the jury to resist
the impression of observations so unequivocal, pro-
ceeding from such authority. How far they were
becoming a person, who, at that moment, repre-
sented the Sovereign who had but a few months
before issued the Proclamatigm before adverted to,
it would be an useless waste of time to discuss.

« At the following Summer Assizes, a cause, in
which the Mayor was defendant, came on to be
tried before Mr. Justice Grose, an accbunt of
which, as well as of the result of another action
then depending against him, appeared in the York

VOIL. 1. C
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Chronicle of that time, and, as Mr. Hey says, in
a letter written at that periad to a dear relative of
his, that though inserted by some person unknown
to him, it is correct as far as it goes, it shall be
here transcribed.

“ <Tuesday afternoon camne on to be tried at
York, before Sir Nash Grose, one of the Judges
of the Court of King's Bench, an action brought
by a young woman of Leeds against Mr. Hey, the
Mayor of that Borough, to recover damages for
false imprisonment. It appeared by the evidence,
that this young woman had, for mozre than twelve
months, numbered herselfl among those unhappy
women who abandon themselves to the wretched
course of prostitution; that complaints had been
made against her by some of the neighbouring
inhabitants to the peace officers, by one of whom
she was taken before the Mayor, who, after she
had acknowledged the nature of the life she led,
advised her to change that course for a better ; but,
not making any promise of amendment, she was
continued in the custody of the peace officers till
sureties were found for her, which was done the
day after that on which she was apprehended by
the officer; and for this restraint, by the direcion
of the Magistrate, the action was brought to
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recover a compensation. After some hours had
been spent in the cause, at the recommendation of
the Judge to the Counsel on both sides, a juryman
was withdrawn, by which the plaintiff was left
without any satisfaction for the injury of which she
complained.

« < Immediately upon the cause being thus con-
cluded, the Judge told the jury that he for some
hours had been under no doubt how the cause
ought to be concluded ; but that he had proceeded
in it, that the true nature of it might the more
fully appear, that the conduct of the plaintiff not
ounly justified that of the Magistrate, but had made
it his duty: that of this opinion he was satisfied
the Jury would have been, had they come to have
considered of a verdict: that, as serious characters,
they would have reflected on what must be the
situation of the country, if infamy and prostitution
were to be allowed to escape with impunity, and
to derive protection and countenance under the
eye of the civil magistracy: that our sons, our
daughters, and our servants, would be ruined by
the vices which were so left unrestrained ; and the
state of our great towns must be deplorable
indeed ; but he assured himself, from the verdict
they had given in another case, that they would be

c 2
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determined, while Magistrates did their duty, to
defend and support them. And for himself, he
took that occasion of saying, that all the protection
which could be given to the civil magistrates by
the public administration of justice, was no less
due to them than it was to the order, the decency,
and the peace of the country, which the civil
magistrates were so much the means of pre-
serving ; and that as to the Magistrate whose con-
duct had been called in question, he considered it
to have been highly meritorious and such as
entitled him to the thanks of the public.

" ¢« On Thursday, another action for false impri-
sonment was tried at the same Assizes, in which
John Moseley, a Potter, in Leeds, was plaintifl,
and the Mayor of that Borough defendant, when,
after a short hearing, the jury gave a verdict for
the defendant, who, in consequence thereof, is
entitled to double costs.

«It appears from the regult of the first trial,
that the plaintiff was left by it as completely with-
out any satisfaction for the injury of which she
complained, as if the defendant had obtained a
verdict. The advisers of the plaintiff must have
been confident that this would have been the
ultimate result had the cause gone om, or they
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would not have agreed to this termination of it;
and it was obvious to the learned Judge, that it
was wasting the valuable time of the Court to go
on with an inquiry so hopeless for the plaintiff,
and in which a verdict would be of no advantage
to the defendant, as the latter would find it
impossible to obtain from her those costs to which
a verdict would entitle him. His Lordship, there-
forc, by recommending such a termination of it
fclt that he was doing no injusticc to either party.
That this was his motive is evident, from what
passed between his Lordship and Mr. Hey in
Court, and of which the latter gives an account in
a letter, of which the following is an extraet.

*¢ ¢ Leceds, July 17, 1788,

*¢ «* My Dear L.

¢ « Having now got through my Assize business,

and that of our Quarter Sessions which were held

yesterday, I sit down to give you and the rest

of my friends at , an account of my

trials,—¢rials they have been in more senses than

one, but thank God, they are cnded happily for
c3
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me and the public.—T had made some overtures
for a reference in R. ’s business, which had
been rejected, except upon terms that were inad-
missible. I found soon after I arrived at York,
that his Counsel began to propose terms of accom-
modation. But as the expectation of the public
was much raised on the issue of this trial, and as
my Coupsel thought my defence to be good, I
determined to risk a trial. After the trial had
lasted above four hours, and T had proved the
behaviour of the girl and R. to be extremely
scandalous, the Judge put an end to the further
progress of the trial in a way that prevented the
cause from going before the jury, and left each
party to pay their own costs. I told the Judge,
that I should accede to any proposal his lordship
should make, and added by my Counscl, Mr. Law,
that I rather wished for a verdict, as my conduct
by such a termination as had been proposed,
might still be exposed to censure. The Judge an-
swered, that he supposed I might find it difficult
to get costs paid from the party, and as to my
character, he would take care of that. He then
addressed the Court, (which was much crowded,)
in a most excellent sprech.’
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* Thus ended these vexatious proceedings,
wmstituted against a Magistrate, whose only offence
was the conscientious discharge of his public duty.
What a picture of human nature are we herc
presented with! With what different feelings do
men view those offences which are committed
against the interosts of religion, compared with
those which arc cxecuted by any attack upon the
interests or the property of their fellow creaturcs.
When, for a breach of the third or fourth com-
mandment, to which the laws of man have attached
the penalty of afew pence, this penalty is attempted
to be enforced, the unthinking multitude stand by
and call it persecution, and perhaps encourage
resistance to it; while, for a breach of the cighth,
which morc directly affects their security or their
interests, they can with complacency witness the
most severe and exemplary punishments. There is
great justice in that remark made by Colquhoun
in his book on police, a transeript of which
Mr. Hey had among the papers relating to the
proceedings against him, and of which his conduct
shews that he felt all the wisdom and the force:
‘ Nothing contributes in a greater degree to
deprave the minds of the people, than the little
regard which laws pay to morality by inflicting

c 4
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more severe punishments on offenders, who
commit, what may be termed, political crimes, and
crimes against property, thun those who violate
veligion and virtue.’

*“The only means of securing the peace of
socicty, and of preventing more atrocious crimes
is, to enforce by lesser punishments the observance
of religious and moral dutics.

‘“ Nothing can more strongly shew the little
interest which the public take in enforcing the
laws against profaneness and immorality, than that
u learned Judge from the Bench should make a
merit, as it were, of proclaiming his ignoranee
of the statute passed only in the last reign,
(19 George 11.,) for morc effectually preventing
profane cursing and swearing ; the thirteenth
section of which directs, that it shall be publicly
rcad in all parish churches and chapels four
times in the yecar; and the prcamble of which
vindicates the necessity of its enactment by
stating, that the ¢ horrid, impious, and execrable
vices of profane cursing and swearing, so highly
displeasing to Almighty God, and loathsome and
offensive to every Christian, are become so
frequent and notorious, that, unless speedily and
cffectually punished, they may justly provoke the
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divine vengeance to increase the many calamitices
these nations now labour under;’ alluding to the
calamities which the rebellion, that had burst
forth in the preceding year, had carried in its
train.

*« Enforcing the laws against those vices, which
have no sensiblc and immediate effect on the
interests or security of social life, dangerous and
destructive as may bo  their ultimate tendency,
is too gencrally considered as an unnecessary
interference with the rights of personal liberty,
as if to endeavour to save men, who will not save
themselves, from the galling tyranny of the worst
passions, was not to sccure to them thc most per-
tect freedom. Vices which lcad to” dissoluteness of
manners are the Iast which a wise legislature
should overlook, or a faithful minister of the law
should permit to be indulged with impunity. Is it
not cnough that they may revel undisturbed in
their proper element of secrccy and darkness,
dreading no interruption from the arm of justice
by which they arc assailable only when they
stalk forth, as it were, in the open day, bidding
defiance to the requirements of public decorum,
and indiscriminately wounding all private feeling,
when it is notorious how few have suffered for



20 MORAL AND SOCIAL LIFf

those crimes which mankind are most eager to
punish, who have not been allured to their
destruction by drunkenness, sabbath-breaking, and
licentiousness ; sins which scldom fail to ruin the
fortuncs of the opulent, and to bring the more
humble imitators of their example to the gallows
or the hospital.

¢ Mr. Hey, after these actions were tried, had
a meeting with the publicans within the Borough,
against whom proceedings had been instituted for
permitting tippling on the Lord’s day ; and who, in
consequence, scem to have solicited an interview
with him. A memorandnm, of which the following
is an extract, shows the part which he was deter-
minded to act upon this occasion.

¢ ¢« 1. Obtain an explicit promise, not to suffer
tippling on any part of the Lord’s day.

<« <« 2. To suffer the constables quietly to visit
their houses.

«“ 3. The law extends to week days, and
will be put in execution m case of fraud or
urregularity.

« ¢ 4. Defendants to declare that they desire all
procecdings to be stopped, and request to pay
costs.
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«“ 5.1 will make no promises but to act
according to law.

« ¢ 6. Promise to visit personally C ’s and
A\ -’s next Sunday, and regulate the country
ale-houses.

¢« ¢« 7. Warn the constables against incivility and
illegality.

¢+ 8. Declare that the constables must not
expeet my support in any thing illegal.—Offer to
assist them with advice.

<+ Mention the vexatious suits against me,
and my determination to pursuc my duty without
revenge.

* Such wuae the principles by which this worthy
man was actuated in the discharge of his magis-
terial duties, and in which he uniformly persevered.
Unawed alike by the apprehension of that hostility
which had been predicted in the outset, or the
actual annoyance of that persecution which assailed
him, he steadily enforced the execution of those
laws which had indeed long slept, but to which his
own sense of duty, as well as the injunctions of his
sovereign, challenged his attention. Against the
offences which they proscribe he raised the rod of
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justice, without prejudice and without partiality ,
regardless of the personal inconvenience or unpo-
pularity to which his conduct might subject him.

¢ Nec sumit aut ponit secures
Arbitrio popularis aure.”
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TF a magistrate, under the sacred obligations
of the oath taken on entering upon his office, and
with the prescribed rule of his duty in his hand,
may violate the former and deviate from the latter
with perfect integrity and a good conscicnce; if
he may substitute expediency as his guide instead
of the laws of his country, and regard the open
outrage and defiance of decency and morality, as
matters of less importance than the smallest
infringement of the laws of property; then
Mr. Hey must be censured at the tribunal of
worldly wisdom and political sagacity.

Tt is but too apparcnt, that one of the Judges
(whose name is here suppressed from respect to
bis office) who pronounced sentence, not only
against the Mayor, but likewise against his prin-
ciples, had much to lcarn of the duty of man to
his Creator and to his neighbour. His avowed
ignorance of laws and statutes ncither ancient nor
obsolete, and the levity with which he treated those
offences, against which Almighty God has de-
nounced the most fearful penalties, indicate a sad
and deplorable absence of moral science and reli-
gious feeling.*

“ ¢ Quid est enim temeritate turpins 7 Aut  quid  tam
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It is highly probable, that some of the inferior
ofticers under the Mayor might commit errors in
the discharge of their duties; and it was very
proper that compensation should be made where
injury had been sustained, and reparation wherc
justice had been too rigorously exercised. But for
a Judge, upon the tribunal of justice, to palliate
the evil of profune cursing and swearing, and to
censure and condemn all attempts to reform the
morals of the pcople, in the very face of a recent
proclamation of his Sovercign, betrays a most
culpable defect of information, or a depravity of
mind, which all scriovs and considerate persons
must lament and condcinn.

The sanction of such high authority encouraged
the gross and vicious part of the populace, not
only to assail their Mayor with insolent and vulgar
abuse, but to perpetrate acts of wanton and brutal
violence. After burning Mr. Hey in efligy, they
stabbed one of his carriage horses, cut the traces,
and, by their ferocious turbulence, excited so just

temerarinm, tamque indignum sapientis gravitate atque con-

stantifi, quam aut falsum sentire, aut, quod non satis exploraté

perceptum sit et cognitum, sine ullé dubitatione defendere?”
Cicero de Naturi Deornm.
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an  apprehension of greater ischiefs, that
Mrs. Hey, who was in the carriage at the time,
became greatly alarmed, and her health was, for a
considerable period, much disordered, in conse-
guence of such outrageous proceedings. But these
clouds and storms were, cre long, dispersed.
¢ His righteousness came forth as the light, and
his just-dealing as the noon-day.” He lived to sec
the extinction, or abatement, of those prejudices
and misapprehensions, and to receive from his
townsmen those unequivocal testimonies of respect
and regard, whick were not less honourable to
their rectified conceptions of his character, than
gratifying to his own mind.

Mr. Hey now viewed with concern and alarm the
progress of infidel principles, which had been gra-
dually diffused, with much art and assiduity, through
a great part of the continent of Europe. The admis-
sion of these detestable doctrines was necessarily
accompanied with a bold profligacy of manners,
and a hardened depravity of moral sentiment; while
every noble, generous, and virtuous feeling gave
way to a cold, base, narrow, intolerant selfishness,
equally hostile to the principles of justice, the dic-
tates of right reason, and the tender sympathies of
humanity. This malignant leaven bad been long
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silently exerting its influence upon differcut por-
tions of the corrupt mass; and, about this period,
the fermentation had acquired a strength and
-maturity, which agitated and convulsed, not the
French nation only, but every government within
the sphere of its influence. The first shocks and
commotions werc portentous indications of  the
explosion of a volcano, which emitted from its
bowels a pestiferous vapour, fraught with mad-
ness, disaster, and woe. From the crude and
unsubstantial theories of the equality of mankind,
of the perfectibility of human nature, o a state of
freedom incompatible with all divine laws and
civil institutions, there arosc a spirit of insubordi-
nation, a contempt of all authority, and a disdain
of those reasonable restraints which are essential
to personal security and the comfortable subsistence
of human society. Stimulated by such maddening
principles, and set loose from thc restraint of
social morality and political subordination, repub-
lican France was driven headlong by furious
passions and a heated imagination, into the most
preposterous schemes of ambition,—into practices
of elaborate and unparalleled barbarity,—and into
the wanton profanation of all that was ever held
sacred and venerable. 1t exhibited the lamentable
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spectacle of' a people, which had hitherto arrogated
to itself the palm of arts nd elegance and refine-
ment, now trampling under foot, with lewd and
raffian ostentation, the prescriptive civilities and
common decencies of Nfé, and rapidly plunging
into the lowest sink of grossncse, volnptuou~nes=
and brutality.

Mr. Hey had studied attentively the constitution
of his country, and was thoroughly persuaded that
it is calculated to diffuse a benignant influence
over the people, who are blessed by the possession
of it, surpassing that enjoycd by any other nation.
He had drawn his political principles from the
Bible ; and he considered the practical recognition
of the Supremec Being as the great Governor of
the world, tegether with a serious regurd to the
exercise of religion and the obligations of christian
morality, as the fundumental support .of every
government, without which neither prosperity
nor’ happiness could be reasonably expected. He
was consequently surprised and alarmed by .the
recklcss temerity of those men, who, seduced by
fanciful and unsubstantial theories, and .in' ‘the
vehement pursuit of 1rrat|oual and visionary objects,
were eager to tramp]e down all former msﬂ&utmm,
sacred and civil, to. sacrificc all that lad been

VOL. . D
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taught by the wisdom and experience of former
ages, and to subject the most important interests
of mankind to the test of rash and. chimerical
gXperiments. y of his surviving friends may
perhaps recollect his remark on the murder of the
French King:—“ 1 am no prophet, nor shall 1
probably live to see it; but I greatly mistake, if
those sentiments have not gone forth, which will
shake every throne of Europe to its base.”

The philosophical and political creeds, which
successively sprung up, were imposed and changed,
until the prolific faculty of French genius itsell
was nearly exhausted : yet these diversified and
misformed productions were confessedly of one
common family, by théir wniform tendency to
conduct their deluded projectors into the barbarous
extravagances of anarchy, and the gloomy abyss
of atheism. The uninstructed, corrupt, unprin
cipled part of mankind were subjects duly pre-
pared to receive and pro[;agate these pestilential
doctrines ; and never were the emissaries of evil
more intrepidly active than at this distractiﬂ'g
period in commnmcatmg the®" contaglon, and
labouring to involve al buman beings in the same

miserigs and horrors, by which they were themselves
overwhéhmed.
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The firmness of Mr. Hey’s mind seemed to be
shaken ; his spirit sunk at the prospect of those
impending storms, which threatened no less than
the entire overthrow of all thag.was dear to men,
as members of society, and the extinction of all
that cheered them, as candidates for immortality.
Every constituted form of civil and ecclesiastical
polity, all the privileges and immunities enjoyed
under the sanction of a well-regulated government,
and the very existence of religion as the guide of
life and the foundation of our most exalted hopes,
seemed to be marked for subversion; and it
required the utmost exertion of his faith in the
power and goodness of God, to sustain his mind
under the powerful emotions, by which it was
agitated. Mr. Hey was induced, by the circum-
stances of the times, to engage zealously in such
patriotic exertions, as tended to obstruct the licen-
tious and wicked designs of the enemies of govern-
ment, and to curb the promoters of disorder and
infidelity. Mr. Hey became a politician indeed ;
“but his patriotism was pure and disinterested : he
loved his country, he was the friend of peace and
good order, and of;those tivil and religious privi-
leges which belong to our free and happy consti-
tution, and are inseparably connectpd with a duly

D2 *
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regulated liberty. He was no friend to harsh and
violent counsels, no favourer of arbitrary and
tyrannical proceedings; neither was he a partial,
intemperate dedgl,ner against the persons whom
he disapproved, or the measures which he could
not sanction: but he laboured to convince the
judgment by sound argument, and to gain the
heart by friendly expostulation and mild per-
suasion.

Mr. Hey conferred at this juncture with the
principal persons of the town of Leeds on the con-
dition of our national affairs, and pointed out the
dangers to which the country was exposed, in so
clear and convincing a manner, that they were
roused to exertion, and resolutely co-operated
with him in stemming the torrent of levelling and
revolutionary principles, and in exciting and che-
rishing a spirit of loyalty to the government, and
affection to the best interests of the state. He
maintained a correspondence with several members
of the House of Commons, and not unfrequently
suggested measures which were finally adopted by
the government. Committees often met at his
house to deliberate on the best methods of

, checking the baleful progress of democratical and
-atheistical principles, and all the energy of his
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character was summoned into action, and directed
to the great purposes of promoting the safety and
welfare of his country. The patriotism of Mr. Hey
being guided and hallowed by the spirit of
Christianity, his exertions for the peace and hap-
piness of the kingdom were combined with regular,
solemn, and private intercession with Almighty
God. He likewise composed a form of prayer,
with which he and his religious friends agreed to
supplicate the divine mercy, on a certain cvening
in every week; and during a period of twenty
vears he imposed on himself the observance of
days of fasting und humiliation, in addition to
those appointed by the Legislature. He considered
religion as the grand bulwark of a state, and often
expressed it as his opinion, * that a truly righteous
nation would be invincible ;* for, ‘“ he observed,

* ¢ I will not assert, with a very cminent writer, (Butler,)
that it (religion) naturally tends to political aggrandizement.
Tlc thinks that a perfectly virtnous nation (which can only be
formed upon the principles of, piety) would, in -a course of
ages, according to the ordinary progress of things, obtain the
cmpire of the world. Thiu? perhaps, may be as great an excess
on one hand, as it is on’the other to affirm, that such a nation
would infallibly fall a prey to external violence or intrigne.”

Christian Politics, by Ely Bates, Esq., page 142.
" n8
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¢ although men, as individuals, were reserved to
the judgment of the last day, yet, as nations could -
have no existence at that period, collectively, they
were rewarded or punished in this world, according
to their works.” “As the political principles of
Mr. Hey were founded upon the Bible, so the
means he employed to further the great and good
designs which he pursued, wpfe consonant with
the spirit and genius of Christianity. He was not
a2 mean, abject servant of popular opinion, seeking
influence and courting applause by flattering the
crude, hollow, and pernicious notions, the turbulent
and dangerous passions of a selfish, ignorant,
head-strong multitude :* he disdained to advance
the interests of his party by garbled statements
and unjust representations of the principles and
conduct of his opponents; or to sacrifice trath,
honour, and integrity, by defaming the characters,
and decrying indiscriminately all the proceedings,
of his political adversaries. It is most extraor-
dinary and lamentable, that persons whose conduct
is truly respectable in their soeial and domestic
relations, should by an unwarrantable and
N

® <«¢ The longest gword, the strongest lungs, the most voices,
are false measures of trath.” Whichcote.
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dangerous refinement separate moral from political
integrity. Hence, in almost every age and in every
country, men, highly endowed by nature and
richly furnished by education, who would start
with horror from practices which are stigmatized
as base and dishonourable in common life, have
appeared ready g sacrifice their elevated and
generous sentiments, without remorse or feeling,
at the shrine of their political connexions; pur-
suing what they contemplate as the best ends, by
the most culpable and unjustifiable means. They
would reject with abhorrence that detestable
maxim which sanctions the ‘“ doing of evil that
good may come,” on every occasion exceirt that of
humbling and cmsh’ing their adversaries, and
throwing poewer and influence into the scale of
their own party. Mere sccular men, whose pre-
tensions and purposes aré bounded by ‘the scanty
limits of human #flife,—whose highest views and
designs extend uo further than to the glory and
aggrandizement of nations and ;empires, — will
probably regard with pity or contempt the scru-
pulous morality of those, who recoil from the pro-
posal of sacrificing simplicity, honesty, and “truth,
even though some great political oceasions would
render the sacrifice singularly adva;ﬁageons. But
D 4 '
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the characters of good and evil are immutable.
No circumstances can change the nature of “what
is essentially right, or wrong; no dangers or diffi-
culties, no conviction of expediency or utility can
make that to be lawful, whlch Almighty God has
pronounced to be unlawful.

The ingenious sophistry of geljgious men rhay
attempt to justify, or to palli(;te, a departure from
truth, or the violation of justice and charity, when
tempted by the prospect of advantage to their
cause; and the tribunal of human opinion will
cmninonly shew much lenity” to such offenders,
casily admitting the extenuating pleas adduced in
their behalf, ranking their dereliction of fairness
and probity  among venial i;angressions, and too
often asgigning to it the tribute of approbation and
applause. But,the mecasures of virtue and vice are
not. to be  adapted to the convenience or interests
of politicians, or res:gngd to the rude management
of a gross, and mcompetent multltude < The
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God 3’
and he who is supremely holy, just, and trie, who
can nelther err in his judgments, nor be controlled
in the execution of his purposes, hath declared his
abhorrence of "everv one that loveth-and maketh
a lie,” and his determination to visit with fit and
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awful retribution the wilful and wanton trans-
gressors of his righteous laws. With what senti-
ments of detestation, mingled with pity, - must
superior beings look down upon the man, who,
under the colour of a name assumed to cntrap the
concurrenée and igflamc the passions of the
populace, prostitytes his talents, that hc may
uourish his vamt;%x their senseless and turbulent
adulation ; who condescends to be the leader or
instrument of a faction, that he may more effec-
tually distress the men he wishes toysupplant, and
thwart the measures which he does not conscien-
tiously disapprove; who has recourse to the arts
of ridicule, invective, and calumny, perhaps even
to baser means, that he may render the objects of
his persecution odious to the people. Assuredly
the quaint but significant allegory in Lord Bacon’s
Essays, which supposes a miscrcant, who * sets his
ueighbqpf’s house on fire, that he may roast his
own eggs,” finds its true interpretation in the con-
duct of that political zealot who 'undermines the
foundations of truth, equlty, and morals, that the
objects of his animosity may be smothered i in their’
ruins 7* Those who are chiefly actuated by the spirit

b
»

* « Nous observerons, sans que cela ait besoin de preuves,
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of this world, with whom ambition, avarice, and the
lust of human glory are the grand springs of action,
and ferm the principles of their, political conduct,
will probably. treat. such représentations as these
with levity or contempt. But it may concern such
persons seriously to consider, whether rectitude of
purpose and design in the ways of men may be
abandoned, as interest or canvenience may sig-
gest, without incurring guilt in the eyes of that
God, wha ¢ requireth truth in the inward
parts ;”—whether the flexible morality, which often
passes current in matters of state policy, will be
sapctioned at the tribunal of the supreme Judge ;—
whether the merit of patriotic zeul will expiate
and efface all the dixrighteous proceedings and
malevoleﬁt tempers, with which it may be com-
bined. No man is authorized to have a code of
moral institutions fo:; himself or his party; to be
his awn legislator, andfo assume his own gense or
conscience, as t#s rule and measure of his. conduct,
without reference to the will of the moral Governor

que le bien public n’est jamais que 'intérét de queitfuen factieux,
qui gdpirent & prendre Ia place des tyrans vrais ou prétendus,
qu’ils ont Vart de dénoncer & une multitude avehgle,”

Histolre du Philogophisme Anglois, tom. i. p. 380.



OF WILLIAM HEY, ESQ. 43

of the universe. 'If the reason of a man be found
at variance with the obligations of religion and
morality, it is, so ,far, inferior or corrupt reason ;
if his conscience dletate what is contrary to the
duty he owes to God and his neighbour, although
he may feel himself obliged by it, yet he is xespon-
sible for the manner in which he came by his
conscience, and for’ the errors into whioh it
may mislead him. A man fimy be conscientiously
disloyal, and honestly mischievous: but the plea
of good intentions will not protect him from the
animadversion of the law ; and however sineerity
may extenuate the malignity of a crime, it can
never divest cvil of its tnrpltude, nor transform
vice into virtue. ¥

In the year * ‘1801, Mr. Hey was elected a
sccond time, - Mayor of Loeds. He executed
the duties of his office with the same conseien-
tious regard to the obhggpons of his oath as
before, and was not less firm an(i active in pre-
venting the vicious infringement of the Taws, by
opposing whatever tended to -the corruption of
good morals; and he made it his study .so to
regulate the civil eeconomy of the town, as might
best promote that order and decency, which are
essential to the peace and prosperity of the
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community. In a letter to one of his. daughters,
he expresses himself surprised that he could pass
through the streets without insuit; since he per-
sisted in strictly enforcing the laws enacted for
the regulation of public houses, and was vigilant
in suppressing certain practices, which are pro-
hibited by the wisdom ‘of the Legislature, as
unfriendly to industry, and tending to cherish,
among the labouring classes of the people, im-
providence, disorder, and crime. The talents,
resolution, and character of Mr. Hey were better
understood, and more correctly appreciated, at
this period, than at the commencement of his
first mayoralty. The unsullied rcputation he had
long sustained, his active and benevolent efforts
for the welfare of his townsmen, the conspicuous
services which his gnwe&i"i-ied zeal and disinterested
patriotism had rendered to society, had secured
to him the regard and support of the enlightened
friends of virtue, religion,  and their country.
Whatever secret rancour might be harboured by
those who hated his piety, and were inimical to
his political principles, they were discreet enough
to refrain from ,any public expression of it, and
to treat him, in- general, with decency and re-
spect. The faithful execution of his office was
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frequently mot less painful to himself than to
others ; and he was wont to remark, ¢ that he
had often incurred the greatest obloquy from those
actions which had required the greatest sacrifice
of feeling to perform, and to which he was con-
scious, nothing could have impelled him,¢but a
deep sense of his duty.”

During his second mayoralty, there was an occur-
rence of too remarkakle and interesting a nature to
be suppressed. Mr. H. a young man, who was clerk
in the banking-house of Messrs. Elam and Thompson,
wias brought before Mr. Hey under the charge of
forgery. He was a member of a respectable family;
many of his friends and connexions were persons
of worth and piety; and he had conducted himself
during several years, with propricty and integrity.
This young man had fallen, gradually, into the
pernicious habit of drinking; and the indulgence
of this destructive propensity requiring more
money than his limited income could furnish, he
had rccourse to unlawful methods of écqniring
pecuniary supplies. Having access to the printed
bills circultited by country bankers, he secretly
filled ap some of them, and appropriated them
to his own use. Two of theseé notes, rendered
current by the signature of Elam and Co., were
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proved to be forged notes, and he was aceused as
the person guilty of this breach of trust. When
brought before the Mayor for examination, the
evidence against him was too strong and clear to
admit of contradiction. He then confessed his
crime, and appeared. greatly agitated and alarmed
by the fearful consequences attached to this vio-
lation of the law. The order for his commitment
was signed; he was sent to the Leeds prison,
and was to be trahsferred on the following day to
York Castle. Mr. Hey felt great compassion for
this unhapgy*’;youth, whom he did not regard as
a hardened criminal, long practised in courses of
dishonesty ; and having no doubt that H——
would be condemned to suffer death, he deter-
mined to send for him to his own house, the same
evening, that he might converse with and exhort
him. When H—— was brought to the Mayor's
house, he seemed to be scarcely sober; and his
haggard look and treinbling limbs indicated a
constitutiop impaired by intemperance. A con-
sciousness of the perilous situation, into which
his excegses had brought him, préduced a deep
dejection’ of _spirits, and threw 'a gloomy wild-
ness over his countenance, which rendered him
an object of lively commiseration. Mr. Hey



OF WILLIAM HRY, ESQ. 47

informed the pnsoner, that the purpose of this
interview was to offer him advice, which might
be useful to him under the melar€holy circum-
stances, to which his evil habits had reduced him.
He then enlarged to H—— on the sin of drunk-
‘enness, on the state of degradation and wretched-
ness into which it had plunged him, on the diffi-
culty of subduing habits strengthened by long
indulgence, and on the violgpt temptation to
which he would be exposed, under the pressure
of his trouables, to geek temporary relief from
the reproaches of his conscience ¥d the dread
of an ignominious punishment, by a recoutse to
intoxicatipg liquors. He assured him, that the
evidence against him was too well supported to
admit of. a doubt respecting the issue of his trial;

that the nature of his crime removed all Hépe of
mercy from a human tribunal ; that he must con-
sequently -abandon every expectation of acquittal,

and’ prepare: to die. Mr. Hey then seriously
exhorted’ lnm to avoid mtemperam}e. to read
the Holy’ Senpturea with fervent prayer, %nd to
seek earnestly the pardon -of his sins and accept-
ance with God, through the merits and mteines

sion of ‘the Savxour of mankind. He fuitther
enjoined him, on “his arrival at York to-reguest
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the visits of the Rev. William _Richardson,* and
H-— promised that he would certainly comply

* The Rev. William Richardson, Minister of the Parish of
8t. Michael Le Belfrey, and Sub-Chanter or Head of the
Vicars Choral of the Cathedral in York, was a Clergyman
whose conduct and character have merited the highest esti-
mation. He was endowed with a sound nnderstanding, great
quickness of conception, and ajcorrect judgment; and he
communicated the results of his rcading, or meditations, with
remarkable clearnesmd facility.

The theological opinions of Mr. Richardson were derived, as
all religious opinigps ought to be, from an honest and diligent
study of the 13 . , and they were conformable to the articles
of faith which be had subseribed. Im his sermons and reli-
gious conversation there was a wise and well arranged pro-
portion of doctrine and precept. He ncither concealed nor
diluted his principles to avoid offence, or escape, animadver-
sion ; but the moderation and sobriety, which chéracterized
his public labours and private ications, r :duced those
who opposed and cénsured him to press not more heavily upon
his principles, than upon those of the church of which he was
a minister. He must be allowed to have known what was his
own creed ; and his habitual candour, frnnkn%u,- and integrity,
raising h;,n“plpve the suspicion of diuimfnh'uio_:l or hypocrisy,
leave no room for doubting that the tollowing declaration con-
veyed, unequivocally, the sense of his own mind :
¥ .My fuitBPs exactly that of the Church of England ; as far
as T know, her doctrines are mine. Her-forms of worship are
preferred by me before any devotional service I evér heard, or
saw. I have been shaken in mind by controversial writers of
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with thi injunction. The prisoner fulfilled this
promise faithfully, soon after his confinement in
the Castle. ’

different scets and sorts; I have been tosscd about with
various winds of doctrines; I have thought deeply on every
point that secmed to me to accompany salvation ; and I have
determined to live and die in the bosom of the Established
Church.” "

Such were likewise the sentimentw his fricnd, the late
Rev. Joseph Milner, of Hull, and of the far greater part ot
the Clergymen, whether now living or dead, with whom he
was accustomed chiefly to associate. Yet, Q men thus ortho-
dox in their principles, affectionate to the Nati®hal Establish-
ment, of unblemished nuﬁ'als, and plarily assid in
the discharge of their pastoral duties, do a certain number
of their clerical brethren apply the epithet of evangelical
minister, (ie;'whatever way this appellation may have origi-
nated,) as & term of reproach.a Do those Clergymen who
thus endeavour to excite a prejudice against their brethren,
to weaken their influence, and obstruct their success, wish the

a ‘“ She (the Church) must not teach repeiitance without faith,
P without at t, nor lity without grace. Christ must
be exhibited in virtue of his obediernce unto death, as exalted to be u
Saviour as well as a Prince ; as seated on a throne of grace
mercy, dispensing the aids of his Spirit and the blessings of forgiv
ness, as wellason a th of dominion, issuing his laws and command-
ments,”’ &oc. ’

Bates’s Christian Poli‘ticl, page 210.
VOL. Il E
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Mr, Hey had the satisfaction of re&iving a
report from the Town-Clerk of Leeds, ‘ that

world to understand that they themselves are not evangelical
ministers, or, in Sther words, that they do not preach the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, which they received an express commis-
sion to teach at their ordination? Such an imputation would,
doubtless, be repelled as calumni ; it would be r d as
unjust and highly offensive ; and with good reason, since no
charge could be morwnons against the Chuarch of England
than this, that her ministers in general are not evangehcal
. ministers. A great misunderstanding must exist somewhere ;
and it were earngstly to be desired, that the more wise, pious,
humble, and charitable, on each side the question, would, by
candid and friendly explmaﬁon%, understand each other
better, and, extinguishing all hostile feclings, follow ardently
after peace, conciliation, and« nnity. There are certain high
and fundamental truths, in which all those who have sub-
scribed the articles of religion opght to agree; and if their
ti ts in tial and y point incide, the
want of forbearance in matters of minor importance is
scarcely istent with desty, wisdom, or charity. To
frame new articles, and construct interrogatories, with vexa-
tious minaut and capti subtlety, for the purpose of -
reducing the several members of an Established Church to an
exact uniformity of religious opinions, would seem to imply
Wither a deplorable ignorance of human nature, and a perverse
forgettulness of the lessons recorded by experience, or to in-
dicate an intolerant and persecuting spirit, utterly at variance
with the principles of religious liberty, and the mild, generous,
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H , from the time of his entering the Castle,
had devoted himself to religious exercises and

enlarged, and canciiiating genius of true Christianity.b Such
methods are not only repugnant to the constitution of these
kingdoms, ecclesiastical and civil,"u.nd contrary to that wise

deration so in the Articles, Liturgy, and
Homilies ofjour Church; but they tend directly to exclude
men of an honest and conscientious mind, and to open the
door widely to ignorance, prevarication, and hypocrisy. “ Let
men beware of rending God’s churchaby two kinds of contro-
versies ; the one, when the point controverted is small and
trifling, not desevving the ion raised about it, but imé
flamed merely by opposition. For, as oneof the Fathers ele-
gantly ohserved, the coat of Christ was without seam, but the
Church’s vesture of various colours: then adds, let the variety
of the garment continue, and 1o rent be made. For unity and
uniformity are widely differdiit.

¢ The other kind of controversy is, when the subject has
weight, but is reduced to%oo great subtilty and obscurity ; so
that it becomes ingenious rather than substantial. Is it not
reasonable to believe, that God, who searches and knows the
heart, clearly perceives that frail men in some of their contro-
versies, think alike, and graciously accepts of both? Men
imagine oppositions, which in reality do not exist; and couch
them in new terms, which Ehey make so fixed and invariable,

»

& *¢ Let men beware, whilst they secure and guard an unity of reli-
gion, they do not dissolve and demolish the laws of society and charity.
For this is to break the first table against the d, and to id
Christians 30 as to forget they sre men.” Bacon.

E 2

i
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the concerns of his soul, and that he had be-
come quite another man.” This gratifying account
was confirmed, a short tiine afterwards, by Mr.
Richardson,* who informed the Mayor, during a
visit which he gpade to York, that H had sent
for him on his first arrival at the Castle, that he
had constantly visited this unhappy criminal, and
that he considered him truly penitent and con-
verted to God.

H—"was tried at the ensuing Assizes, found
;uiltfr. and condemned to die, and was left by the

that though the meaning ought tv govern the term, the term
here governs the mcaning. And; to say the tiuth, it was ex-
cellently: and prudently observeg,by a yery wise Father of the
Church, and spoke with great smcenty and ingenuity, that
they gpifo advise the straining amiforcﬂtg of consciences, only cover
their own passions under that pretence, and think their oun interest
concerned in the thing.”
. Bacon’s Essay ¢ Of Unity of Religion.”
* This valuablg Clergyman and exemplary Christian was
removed, by death, from his friends and his people, on
Thurgday, May the 17th, 1821, in the seventy-ninth year of his
age, and the fifty-third of his mhistry. An interesting and
aﬂ'ectionatg: though brief memoir of this excellent person has
appeared : it is written with much candour and judgment, and
it is hoped that th.in may be ouly a‘ﬁrelnd; to a larger and
more copious narrative,
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Judge for execution. The family and friends of
H were deeply affected by this train of moumn-
ful circumstances, among whom Mr. Fawcett,
afterwards Dr. Fawcett, a Baptist minister, who
resided near Halifax, in Yorkskire, a man of
superior talents, and of distinguished worth and
piety, exerted himself with unwearied zeal and
kindness to serve him. Mr. Fawcett had pub-
lished ‘“ An Essay on Anger,” in the year 1787 ;
and, by some means, this book had béen Zrecom-
mended to' the notice of our late pious and ex-
cellent sovereign, George the Third. His ﬁajesty
was much pleased with it; he read it through
twice, and said to some of his attendants, that
he must make the aythor a Bishop. The - King
was then ‘informed that Mr. Fawcett was a dis-
senting minister, and# was consequently precluded
from receiving any preferment in the Established
Church. With that kindness and copdescension,
. .by which His Majesty was so .amiably distin-
guished, he directed that Mr. Fawcett might be
informed 8f the satisfaction -he had derived from
perusing his Essay, and of his desire to bestow
some token of his royal favour upon him, when
he should be informed how this could be done
most acceptably to Mr. Fawcett. This good man,
E3
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being contented with the station allotted him by
the Divine Providence, after expressing humbly
his sense of the King’s most gracious intentions
towards him, declined asking any favour, except
this, that His Majesty would condescend to
accept a few religious publications, from which he
hoped the King might derive further pleasure and
advantage. .

The family of H—— were not only well known
to Mg, Fawcett, but H himself had formerly
been an inmate, and probably a pupil in his house.

. When Mr. Fawcett heard of the condemnation of
the criminal, and saw his piou~ relatives over-
whelmed with distress, he was much affected, and
sympathised tenderly with them jn their affliction.
Having seriously revélved this affair, he formed
the noble and benevolent Parpose of ysing the
permission given him by his Sovereign, to ask
the life of H—— as the greatest kindness which
His Majesty could confer u];on him. Accordingly,
without communicating his inténtions to any one,
after offering up a solemn and fervent prayer to
Almighty God for direction and assistance, Mr.
Fawcet{ prepared a supplicatory address to the
King, intreating, with much earnestness and the
most pathetic representations, that the royal
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mercy might be extended to the condemmed pri-
soner. He was well aware that this mercy had
been refused to the most urgent and powerful
applications in the behalf of Dr. Dodd and others,
and that the King had expressed a determination
of leaving the perpetrators of forgery to suffer the
full rigour of the law. Notwithstanding these
discouraging circumstances, by which ‘hope was
almost precluded, the «i;etitign was sent to Lon-
don and presented to His Majesty, when, to the
unspeakable surprise and joy of Mr. Fawcett, a
letter soon arrived, addressed to him by a*person
in authority, conveying this welcome mtelhgence H
*“ You may rest assured that his life is safe.”

This assurance contained all that Mr. Fawcett
had implored : he immegjately sent a humble
address of thunks to the King, accompanied by
a small book, elegantly bound, which was gra-
ciously accepted by His Majesty.

H— was transported to New South Wales,
where his subsequent conduct has justified the
goodgﬂplmon, formed of him by the pigms and
Judlclous fnends who visited him during his
imprisonment. .

Since his arrival there, the govemor and
Chaplain of the Colony have expressed their

E 4



56 MQRAL AND SOCIAL LIFK

approbation of his behaviour; and H gained
so far the confidence of the Governor, that he
was employed by him in services of trust and
importance ; and, when many years had elapsed
after his transportation, the Rev. Samuel Marsden
continued to bear a favourable testimony to his
gcnéral deportment.

Dr. Fawccett is dcad; and his modesty cannot
now be pained by the narration of circumstances,
which, while living, he studiously endcavoured to
conceal, even from his most intimate friends.
But although his humility would have consigned
this remarkable story to oblivion, it is recorded on
high; it lives in the grateful memory of those sur-

viving connexions of H——, whose affliction found
this unhoped-for alleyjation; and it will remain a
bright testimony of the genuine picty and disin-
terested kindness of this generous friend, whose
timely interposition re:scued the pemtunt criminal
tfrom death.

o The charncter and dispgsition of our late most
excellgnt Soverelgn appear thronghout this trans-
action in their, simple and genuine beauty, exhi-
biting that condescensiorf, goodness, and piety,
which rendered him pre-cminent as a religious

‘monarch, and distingnished him as onc of the best
L
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men that ever swayed the British secptre. The
power and eflicacy of our holy#rcligion, noither
degraded by superstitition, nor cvaporating in
fruitless profession, shonc with a steady unvarying
radiance in Gcorge the Third, conciliating the
affections, and commanding the veneration of those
among his subjects, who could rightly cstimate his
sterling worth ; ‘and his_name will be transmitted
to posterity as a noble and illustrious instance of
the union of christian graces ‘with all those great
and kingly qualitics, which were the support and
ornament of his thronc. He is gone to receive his
cternal reward; to be crowned with unfading
honour and glory ; and to enjoy that uninterrupted
peace and unmingled blesscdness, which are the
portion of the people of God.

‘As it js the unquestionable duty of every
member of the community to love and honour his
king, so will it be the devout and fervent wish
of cvery ﬁonal subject, that our most gracious
Sovereign, the illustrioys saceessor, to the throne
of these kingdogs, may be cxempted froim the
disquictudes, and adorned with the distinguished
virtues, of his Royg} Father: that the Holy Spirit
of God may dcscend and abide upgn ‘him, tHat,
being enriched with. heavenly grace, he may reign
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long in righteousness, prosperity, und peace, con-
founding the malice and calumnies of his enemies,
by exhibiting a bright cxample of every princely
and christian excellence. In the period during
which he has swayed the British sceptre, we have
witnessed a sacred attachment to the principles of
the constitution ; an uniform ohservance of justice
blended with mildness, equity, and a sincere
regard for the public welfare; and the munificent
patronage of those liberal arts and sciences, which
tend to shed lustre on the prince, and to exalt the
character of the mnation, while they promote the
advantage and happines: of the country. Long
may he reign, the friend and father of his people,
not more disﬁnguis:hcd by his kingly virtues, thanby
his steadfust adherence to the principles and duties
of our holy religion; imitating the conduct of those
devout monarchs, who have governed their people
in the fear of God ; walking in that course of piety,
public and private, the terror of the evil and the
patron of the good, of which so bright an example
was traced and exhibited in the, life and conduct
of his illustrious predecessor. Then shall ‘ peace
dwell within our walls, and pgosperity within our
palaces !”

The period of Mr. Hey's second mayoralty
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having expired, he retired from the office, honoured
by the respect and approbation of the wise and
good, and with a well-grounded consciousness, that
he had c¢ndeavoured to discharge the duties of his
station with diligence and fidelity, by labouring to
promote the peace, the union, the welfare, and
durable happiness of the community over which he
had presided. When divesting himself of the scarlet
gown, that it might be transfegred to his successor,
addressing himself to those around him, he said;
*“This is, probably, the last time that 1’shall fill
this office ; 1 would remark, on taking my leave of
it, that, * he that ruleth over men must be just,
ruling in the fear of God.”
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4. The general spirit and conduct of Mr. Hey

in his domestic and social relutions.

WurN Mr. Hey married and became the head of
a family, the first arrangements of his household
were modelled by that christian wisdom, which had
been long the governing principle of his own mind.
He conceived it to be not less his duty to provide
for the spiritual advantages of those, over whom he
presided, than to supply their bodily wants. He
accordingly established the regular worship of God
in his family, morning and evening, at which his
apprentices, pupils, and servants, were always
. expected to be present; and he communicated to
them, at other times, such religious instruction, as
he judged to be best suited to their respectivo
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capacities and situations. He read a scction of
Doddridge’s Family Expositor, (omitting the para-
phrase and critical notes,) with the improvement,
cvery morning, about cight o'clock ; the family
then united in singing a psalm or hymn; and
Mr. Hey prayed, sometimes extempore, and at
othet times with the help of an approved form of
prayer. His family assembled again between nine
and ten o’clock in the cvening, when he read a
psalm, or a portion selected out of the Old Tes-
tament, concluding with singing and prayer as in
the morning.

The manner in which he conducted the family
devotions was serious and most impressive: he
read the portion of Scripture slowly and reverently,
now and then offering a very short and pious re-
mark on any particular text that occurrcd. His
prayer was offered up with a devout solemnity and
reverence, which indicated his due recollection of
the greatness and majesty of that sublime Being,
whom he was addressing. The whole service
rarely exceeded twenty, or twenty-five minutes ;
for he was careful not to make the duties of reli-
gion wearisome by continuidy them too long.

On’ the Sunday evening, he would sometimes
expound part of a chapter in the Bible, or explain
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" some portion of the service in the Book of Common
Prayer, or read a plain practical sermon to his
family. On some occasions he would explain and
enforce the more important parts of a sermon,
they had been hearing; and he seldom omitted to
improve any affecting incident, which had occurred
during the week. He was careful to direct the
attention of his family to those sacred seasons, for
which our church has provided particular services;
accounting these appointments favourable oppor-
tunities for impressing.the minds of his family
with the doctrines and events, which it was the
more immediate purpos:: of the se offices to com-
memorafe. < Mr. Hey regarded it as consonant
both to Scripture and the natural constitution of
our minds, to celebrate remarkable events at
stated times ; and he used to mention the example
of our Saviour in attending the feast of dedi-
cation, (which was instituted merely by human
authority,) as a confirmation of the propriety of
such observances. For instance, by the more spe-
cial consideration of the birth, death, and resur-
rection of our Saviour, and of the descent of the
Holy Ghost; those “events, and the dgctriues
comnected with them, were more likely to be kept
in remembrance, to be fully contemplated, and
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to be deeply impressed npon the mind, by havind
regular periodical seasons set apart for them, than
if’ the consideration of them was left, as it were, to
accident. The example of Mr. Hey will prove the
futility of those excuses. which too many persons
employ to justify their neglect of the Sabbath.
Few of them have half the cugagements which
demanded his time, and occupicd his thoughts;
yet they complain, that they cannot find time to
attend the church, and to employ an hour or two
in the instruction of theig children and households
in the importunt duties of religion. Notwith-
standing his extensive practice, and being fre-
quently obliged to visit patients at a considerable
distance from Leeds, he rarely missed attending
the morning and afternoon service of the church.
He always saw as many of his patients as possible
on the Saturday; and as they knew his habits and
manner of living, they did not expect, unless in
cases of necessity, to see him on the Sunday. On
this duy he was much in private prayer and medi-
tation ; he nuther did his own pleasure, nor spake
his own words ; but the intervals of public worship
were filled up by conversing with his family on
divine things, and instructing his servants and the
children of the Sunday schools.™
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® The following remarks were communicated by
a gentleman, who had been long and intimately
acquainted with thc subject of this Memoir:—
“«“Qur dear friend, Mr. Hey, had a peculiar
revergnce and love for the Sabbath. It was his
opinion, that the manner in which a person habi-
tually employed the hours of the Lord’s day, would
afford no unfair criterion of his religious state and
character. He observed, tﬂat parents ought to let
their children see, in their whole deportment, that
their own minds were deep&imi)rcssed with the
‘sacredness of the Sabbath day. No worldly, trifling,
or unprofitable conversation, should be allowed,
much 1€8s encouraged ; but the day should be
begun, carried on, and concluded, with a holy
cheerfulness. He mentioned the great importance
and advantage of parental instruction on this day ;
and th_g. impressions which had been made on his
own n}ind, at an early period, by the admonitions
given by his father, who was scrupulously exact in
his obscrvance of the. Lord’s day ; through whose
example and conversation on'divine subjccts, he
had derived, under the 'blessing of God, much of
his reverence for the Sabbath in the subsequent
course of his life. He pursued a similar method
with nis own children; and the excellency of the
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fruits produced by it proves how abunduntly the
divine blessing descended upon his pious  la-
bours.

* Bemng one day with him in his study. when
Mrs. Hey had left the room, as she shut the door,
he said, with great feeling, * What cause have 1
to bless God for that dear woman! She is now
feeble and incapable of mueh exertion, but it is to
her careful straction of my dear children, when
they were voung, and I was unable from profes-
sional engagements 4o attend to them as 1 could
have wished, that 1 aseribe, through the blessing of
God, their turning out.so well” When we were
speaking about a friend, who had much anxiety
respecting one of his sons, Mr. Hey said, < that
nothing . :.ull more certainly have shortened his
days, than the grief of secing any of his children
living in a state of rebellion against God. I can
cheerfully part with them by death, when they die
in the Lord ; but [ could not support the sight of
their living in open sin.” He did not recommend
long formal exhbortations to children, but preferred
natural, easy, and frequent allusions to religious
subjects; thus giving to their minds a right direc-
tion, by a familiar and constant reference to spi-
ritual things, rather than by unfreqnen'lt: and

VOL. II. F



66 MORAL AND SOCIAL LIFE

laboured discourses.* He wished to engage theiv
hearts and aftections, and therefore liked to dis-

* ¢ However strange it may be. there wie many in these
times who think, or at least who spcak, and many more who
act, as if religion were the only thing which, without any care
or culturc of man, would grow up of itself, or bhe inspired of’
heaven, in its proper or appointed scason. But the chuich, it a
true mother, has different thoughts, and will deal otherwise
with her children, In dependence on the divine aid and bless
ing, she will take them betimes under her tuition ; she will pro-
portion herselt, both in the matter and manner of her teaching,
to the measure of their capacity ; her atter will be the first
and simplest principles ot divine truth ; and her manper will be
familiar and catechetical.” The pious wiitor conceived, that
witheut this intioductory mide ot teadinng, there would be
little prospetity in the charch, or imptoyement to individuals
¢ tis,”” adds heo < a primary defeet which afterwards cannot
easily be supplied.  Children, uncatechised, may go for years
together to church, or meeting, without any sensible advance
in religions knowledge o improvement ; whercas, if prepared
by more famiiliai le<sons, there are sew sermons that would not
yicld them some profitable instruction,  Aud, let me add, that
catechetical lectmes are scarcely less proper for some of a
more advanced age, wio, for want of clementary principles,
are almost equally unqualified to understan:l any rvegular and
digested discourse on divine subjects. From what causes this
part of religious instruction has fallen into such general disuse,
it may hot be unnccessary for those to inquire, whose peculiar
office it is to apply aremedy. It may deserve their consideration,
whethel onr present catechisms are sufticiently accommodated,
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vourse on Scripture histories, which interest young

winds by the entert:.ining narrative, whilst they

eddherin mater oo manner, to the capacities of children.  He
who shall look into the Assendhly’s Catechesm, or into that of our
own chareh, will hardly rank them under this deseviption ;
and, ader all the attempts that have been sinee made to sup-
ply this deficiency, « catechism for chidran, 1 apprehend, still
remains a desideratum, which, whoever shall farnish, will
thercby do rohgion a move ¢ sential sevviee, than she would
reeeive from works that are held in much greater estimation.
\nd were other catechetical forms drawn up, adapted in like
nanner 1o the several stages ot y outh, and pioportioned to the
sradual opening of the understanding, they would doubtless
he attended with mauny special advantages.”

Bates Christian Politics, part ii. secet., 5.

The autnor of ¢ Christian Pohties,” Ely Bates, Fsq., was a
man endowcd vith a very superior capacity, a sublime genins,
an original turn of tunking, and powers of acute and correct
vatiocination. He had ma-le considerable attainments in various
departments of philosophy, the abstract sciences, and polite
literature : his acquirements in civil and ecelesiastical history
were estensive and accurate ; and in biblical and theological
Jeaining he was probably surpassed by few of his contempo-
raries. Mr, Bates possessed a great and independent spirit; he
was an ardent lover of rational liberty ; of unblemished upright-
ness and integrity in his conduet; steady and sincere in his
friendships; and, above all, he was adorned with a*simple,
modest, consistent, and elevated piety. During many of the
latter years of his life he resided at Blackheath, n.nd‘lived'in

re
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offer opportunities of conveying useful instruction,
and exciting serious reflection in an agreeable
manner and suitable {o their tender age.”

much brivacy, though not absolute seclusion from society; de-
dicating his leisure to the improvement of his mind, to devo-
tional exercises public and private, aud to the conversation of
his friends. His general deportment was grave and serious, and
an air of abstraction would often hang about him; yet in dis-
course he was copions and animated; and, when raised to
exertion by the grandeur and importance of his subject, he
would display a rich, noble, and impressivc eloquence, not very
unlike the sublime simplicity of Homer.

‘When Mr. Bates had passed the middle period of life, he
marricd a lady of suitable years, whosc principles and pursuits,
whose sentiments and dispositions were congenial with his
own; and of whom, if she were not still living, much might be
said in honour of her intellectaal attainments, her enlarged
charity, and her eminent piety. Mr. Bates had suffered from
infirm health during many years ; but his decline at the Jast
was rather rapid. lc dicd at Bath, January the4th, 1812, aged
sixty-eight years ; and was buried in the Abbey Church there,
where a plain memorial with a monpmental inscription was
placed by his widow.

Mr. Bates published the first part of an intended work,
under the title of “A Chinese Fragment,” in the yecar 1786 :
the second part, by far the more important, was withheld from
the public, in consequence of the severity und harshness with
which e first part was treated in one of the Reviews. In the’
year 1804 he published the third edition of ** Rural Philosophy;"”
% work t.h‘t has met with a favourable reception from the
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Mr. Tley was exemplary and cousistent in every
department of domestic life: he always treated

public, and was in much estimation with our late expel‘lept
Qucen Charlotte, consort of George the Third. His ¢ Chris-
tiap Politics” appearcd in 1806 ; this was an enlarged and
greatly improved edition of a tract published somec years be-
forc, under the title of “A Cursory View of Civil Govern-
ment.” The second and much improved edition of his ¢ Obser-
\ations on some important Points in Divinity,” with the ad-
dition of a sccond preface, &c. appeared in 1811. Mr. Bates
has made great use of the ¢ Catholic Theology”” of Richard
Baxter in the composition of this work ; he has likewise given
large extracts from one of the writings of Bishop Stillingfleet,
from Mr. Howe, &c.; and in the prefaces will be found some
acute, and probably original, obscrvations on the work of
Fdwards, ‘ on the freedom of the will,” and on somc effects
of the reformation from popery. Mr. Bates was deeply im-
pressed with a <ense of the mischiefs resalting from combining
the dactrine of philosophical necessity with the christian sys.
tem; and he has indicated with much sense, n?oderaﬁon, and
candour, the evil consequences which are to he apprehended
from so rash and unwarrantable a measure. The able refutation
of Hobhes, by Bishop Bramhall ; the letters of” Dr. Samuel
Clarke to Leibnitz, Dodwell, &c.; the profound discussions of
Anthony Arnauld and Malebranche ; Bishop Butler’s disser-
tation on necessity ; and the remarks on Calvinism, which ocenr
in the writings of the late Bishop Horsley ; tend powgfnlly to
rectify fany of the mistakes, and to allay the heats, that have
been too frequently connected with inquiries into this subject.
Thesc grcat men really understood what they intended to
: ’ r3
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Mrs. Hey with respect, confidence, and tender
affection ; and shewed substantial kindness to his

confute,—a qualification which has not always been apparent
4mong the numerous writers, who have intruded themselves
into this controversy. Some divines, in undertaking a refutation
ot Calvinism, have not confined their animadversions to the
peculiarities of the system of Calvin, but have extended their
vitaperative remarks to the péculiarities of Christianity itself.
This unwary mode of proceeding has defeated the good de-
signs, they may have formed in enteringupon the controversy,
and has given their opponents the advantage of representing
them, either as unqualified disputants, or as equally the anta-
gonists of the doctrines of onr own Reformers, and of the fatal-
ism involved in the sysiem of Geneva. The error of confound-
ing principles which have nothing in common, and blending
evangelical truth with stoical prejudices in one common cen-
sure, is not less reprehensible than lamentable, and contributes
to strengthen and confirm the Calvinists in their adherence to
the opinions of their teachers, and to afford a plausible graund
of triumph to the avowed Antinoinians,

The ¢ Four Scrmons on Prcdostinatic;n,” &c. lately puab-
lished by the Rev. Dr. Copleston, the very learned Provost of
OrielCollege,Oxford, exhibit a fine specimen of ability, candour,
piety, and charity. The superior talents, the profound erudition,
and the conspicuous integrity of this cminent scholar and di-
vine, excite a grateful anticipation of the advantages which may
be derived to true religion from hisfuture exertions. The fourth
sermon mcrits the careful perusal and serioys comid&ation:‘of
that numerous class of persons, who allow themselves to treat
what is called cvangelical preaching with revilings and contempt,
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children; never allowing any thing bordering on
caprice, humour, or partiality (o appear in his
conduct towards them. They repaid his paternal
care with ready obedience, unfeigned veneration,
and affectionate regard. He derived a large sharce
of comfort from the happy union that subsisted
hetween himself and his family ; and though the
sunshine of his happiness was occasionally clouded,
those interruptions of his domestic enjoyments
may be chiefly astibed to the fluctuating state of
Mrs. Hey’s health, and to the sickness and death
of several of his children. Some notice having
been taken already of his personal afilictions, this
may uot he an improper place to enter upon a
short detail of those providential visitd¥ons, which
exercised his faith and patience as a parent and a
chiristian.

When it was fifst proposed to elect him an
Alderman of the Borough of Leeds, several years
before he entered upon the office of Mayor, as he
was much occupied by his professional cmploy-
ments, and almost oppressed by the engagements
of an increasing business, he requested that he
‘might be excused undertaking that office, till his
'?éldest son, ﬁchard, then a student in London,
should have completed his education and returncd

F 4
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to Leeds. A request so reasonable was easily
granted.

"Mr. Richard Hey returned to his native town,
well qualified to assist his father: he soon gained
the good opinion and confidence of the patients,
and took his share in the anxieties and fatigues of
an extensive practice. Within a few months, how
ever, after Mr. Hey had served the oflice of
Mayor, this son was attacked with some symptoms
of pulmonary consumption. THe progress of the
disease had been so silent and insidious, that the
day of his marriage had been fixed, and the usual
preparation made for the solemmization of his nup-
tials, before the indications of actual danger were
apparent # himself, or to others. The disease pro-
coeded with unrelenting rapidity, and he fell a
sacrifice to it on March the 20th, 1789, in the
twenty-fifth 'year of his agc. ’

Mr. Richard Hey was possessed of good talents :
he had pursued the necessary professional studies
with much ardour and unremitting diligence ; and
his father often expressed his astonishment at the
vast quantity of knowledge, which his son had
¢'Jallecte<1t during his residence in London. )

A short sketcly of the character of his eldest

_son, and of his behaviour during his last sickness, is -



OF WILLIAM HEY, ENQ. i 3

given by Mr. Hey in the Christian Observer under
the signature of Senex.* Thus was Mr. Hey, under
advancing years and the pressure of increasing occu-
pations, deprived of that necessary assistance, which
his hopes and wishes had long fondly aaticipated.

His xecond son, William, was seventeen years
old at the time of his elder brother's decease. He
had thei been an apprentice to his father during
two year  and Mr. iley looked furward to the
peviod whe 1, his é¥ucation being completed, he
might + o ¢ k's ssociate in business.

M., William Hey, huving"2 finished his studies in
London, ~cturned to  Leeds, and commenced |
practice with his  father in 1794. But he had
searcely assisted his father two ycars, ‘when he
sprained his ande severely ; and the consequences
of this injury resisting all the usual modes of
treatment, it became doubtful whether he would
not be finally compelled to relinquish his profession
ai' »gether. His lameness continued four years and
a half; and, during the greater purt of that time,
he could not walk without the assistance of crutches.
He had recourse to sea-bathing, to the Buxton

*

* Sce Tracts and Essays, Moral and Th@#bgical, by the late
William Hey, Esq. 8vo. 1822.
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waters, and afterwards to those of' Bath; but he
derived only an inconsiderable benctit from any of
them, and the restoration of the injured limb
seemed to be almost hopeless.

*« About this period, (by the good providence of
God,) Mr. Hey was informed, through his friend
the Dean of Carlisle, of the mode of treatment
which was adopted by Mr. Grosvenor, of Oxford,
in similar cases. Mr. William Hey having satisfied
himself by a correspondence with Mr. Grosvenor,
that the mode of treatment was adapted to his case,
went to Oxford, and placed himself under the
care of that gentleman.  Ln ahout two months, his
father and the family had the satisfaction of secing
him return to Leeds, cured of his lameness.”

Tn the antumn of 1793, Miss Alice Hey, some-
times called Lissy, Mr. Hey's third daughter, was
attacked by a pulmonic compluint, which termi-
nated fatally, February 24, 1794,

This was a painful stroke to an affectionate
ather, whose religion had, indeed, taught him the
duty of meck submission, but had not weakened
his parental affections. The state of his mind in
November 28, 1793, is beautifully exhibited in the
following sholextract from a letter written to his
son William, then in London:—
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* My fond wishes would fain see an amendment
in your sister’s healtl; but her removal hence will
only he the speedier possession of eternal glory.
I would rather bury all my children, than see them
departing from the way of truth and righteousncss,
though in the highest prosperity.”

Mr. Hey was watchful to avail himself of every
favourable opportunity which might oceur, for
inspiring his family with a more lively persuasion
of the reality of invisible things, and for impressing
religious truths more deeply on their minds.

The following narrative is written by one of the
company, who was present at one of these
interesting occasions :—

“ On the marriage of his sccond daughter
Margaret, in the vear 1797, to the Rev. Robert
Jarratt, Vicar of Wellington, Somersetshire, his
children all met together at his house in Leeds. On*
secing 50 numerous u family around him, his mind
was foreibly struck with the idea, (which indeed
proved to he well founded,) that he should never
mect again this large party within his own domestic
arcle. He had then attained his sixtieth ycar, and |
therefore deemed it a suitable opportunity of
giving them such advice as might @nd to regulate
their conduct through life, :ind 10 impress npon the
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minds of the younger branches the importance of
remembering their ¢ Creator in the days of their
youth.” He collected them together in his parlour
on Sunday evening, and addressed them in a
manner peculiarly solemn and affecting. He pre-
faced his discourse by requesting them to consider
what he was about to say as his dying address to
them.”

The substance of what he said on this occasion
was committed to writing, from memory, by somc
of the party ; and those important admonitions are
preserved, as a valuable record of’ the pious con-
corn, shewn hy their deceased parent, for their pre-
sent and eternal welfare

At this time. his two sons, John and Robert,
whom he was eduecating for the church, were pur-
_suing their studies at Cambridge. Mr. Hey was
anxious that they should be duly qualified to fulfil
the important oflice of the ministry with ability
and usefulness. Mis letters to them were replete
with wise and judicious advice respecting their
academical pursuits; but, above all, he was soli-
citous that theyv should hecome well acquainted
with the essential doctrines of Christianity, and be

® See Appendix.
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deeply impressed with the high responsibility con-
nected with the profession of a clergyman.

The following letters will exhibit Mr. Hey's
mode of thinking on these subjects.

To John.

“ November 10, 1796.

“ You cnjoyed a treat at your arrival,
(at Cambridge,) in having the opportunity of
hearing Mr. S. 1 trust you will receive benefit
from his labours. [t is an unspeakable blessing to
hear the word of God in its purity, and delivered
with proper affection. It is a blessing which many
prophets and saints of old longed to be partakers
of, who by faith saw the gospel dispensation at a
distance, but were not permitted to partake of it.
If we put a right value on spiritual blessings, we
shall sce abundant cause to rejoice, and to say,
with the Psalmist, ¢ The lines are fallen to e in
pleasant places; yea, 1 have a goodly heritage.’
The best things ought to claim ourafirst attention ;
but inferior things should not be feglected. The
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first things that a minister (or one preparing for the
ministry) should regard, ar: a right knowledge of
the doctrines of the gospel, and an experimental
acquaintance with their cfficacy upon his own
heart: but cvery qualification that can render his
lubours useful to mankind is worth the pursuit.
Among these latter qualifications must be ranked a
competent share of learning, obtained in such a
manner as to cultivate the understanding ; and the
power of exercising the public functions of the
ministry in a decent and impressive manner. Do
not forget to read well. How many learned men
are defective in this useful tuient! A minister who
1s to ofliciate in a church where so much reading
oceurs as in our National Establishment, ought to
be able to perform this office in a manner that
shall not disgrace the solemn services, in which he
is to take the lead. T am aware that your voice is
not a good one: but this should urge you to make
up the deficiency, as much as possible, by a proper
method of using it.

. ©

“ Your brother William, poor lad, is as lam
ever. May his affliction be sanctified !
' « I am vour affectionate father,
B “ WiLLiAM Hey.”

e
$
e
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To Robert, (when al Cambridge.)

“ Oulton, near Leeds, January 19, 1798,

“ T am truly sorry to hear of
Mr. -
think that nothing but want of health can be an

s conduet. 1 did not expect it; and I

apology for it. Moderators may have some par-
tialities, but in gencral it must be acknowledged,
[ believe, that the honours at Cambridge are dis-
tributed with as much impartiality, 2s can be ex-
pected in human aflairs. Buat a candidate for a
degrec should submit to an examination as a matter
of duty, not for the purpose of exaltation. I wish
you and your brother to be diligent in your studies,
because God has commanded you to be so: * Not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord.’ Be not greedy of honours; they have a
great tendency to puff up the vain heart of man;
but be diligent from higher motives. I am of
opinioy, that shunning examinatiogs is generally
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the offspring of pride. A man fears that he shall
not be quite so high as his own vanity, or the par-
tiality of his friends, might wish. He will not
therefore hazard any degree of disgrace. As he
undergoes no trial, his friends are left to presume
how high he would have been had his merit been
tried. Thus pride shelters itself under the guise of

humility.”

* Leeds, April 3, 1798,

* Dear John;

* T begin to think it a long time since I had a
letter from you, or your brother Robert.., 1 appre-
hend you have been very busy this winter. I shall
expect to hear from one of you in the Easter
holidays. T did not choosc to urge you to write for
the Norrisian prize, as you were fully cngéged in
the duties of your station; an extraordinary work
should not be undertaken, till that which is plainly
set before us is fulfilled. Had you determined to
write, I meagly: to havé furnished you with some
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thoughts on the subject, as it was rather a favourite
subject with me.. When we consider that the
Jewish government had formerly been completely
destroyed by the monarchs of Assyria and Chaldea,
and that the Jews themselves had been reduced to
slavery in a foreign and distant country, whenco
there was no human probability of their returmng
how striking an instance of divine interposition,
that they should still subsist as a people, whileghe
mighty empires, in which they had been held cap-
tives, have long since perished, and remain only as
subjects of history! God has preserved Jerusalem
for future displays of *his power and goodness,
while Babylon exists no more. How wonderful
also, that, after the total subversion of the Jewish
power by the Romans, they should still retain thef
existence as a distinct nation, while the Roman
empire- subsists only in name! We may well cry
out, This hath God wrought!

““When you were at Leeds, last summer, you
expressed some inclination of going to S. the
ap[:roachmg summer, to study under Mr. D——n.
I have considered the plan; T will give you my
thoughts concerning it. ,I consider academical
honours merely as tokens of your having attended,
to the duties of your stat'ﬁl Emfily and vain in -

VOL. II. G-
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t‘!tpmselvos; but not to be despised, as evidences
of the respect you have paid to your academical
duties. ¢
I sent you forth into the danger of a college
life, because I judged that life to be a proper,
and, “il‘l some sense, a necessary preparation for the
ministry which you have chosen. But I would not
have you go one step out of the way of duty for
all «the honours which it is possible you should
obtain. Reasoning on these solid principles, 1 con-
sider the situation-into which you would throw
yourself by going to S. You would deprive your-
self of all the means of*grace which you might
enjoy in our family, in our rehgions society, and
in our publ.in worship. And for what end are you
to quit these inestimable privileges, and encounter
the temptations arising from the want of such
helps ?+-That you may be a step or two bigher on
Y the Tripos! I tell you freely, that 1 had rather
hear you were thg first senior optime by keeping
in the way of duty, and the enjoyment of these
spiritual privileges, than the first wrangler by
running yourself into needless temptation. These
are my views. I cagpot send you to H. this
. summer, for reasons which must remain secret with
me. But you shall hyv®es ery opportunity at home
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which the management of your own time will
afford you,
<1 am,
“ Your affectionate Father,
“ WiLLiam HEY.”

To assist them in the prosecution of their théolo-
gical studies, he gave them, from time to time,
familiar discourses on those subjects, to which his
scanty portion of leisure had permitted him more
particularly to direct his*inquiries. These conver-
sations he called fire-side lectures on divinity.
The notes taken by those young menp, on these
occasions, exhibit the grcat extent and correctness
of Mr. Hey’s acquaintance with sacred subjects,
and are highly creditable to bis talents and appli-
cation. They likewise offer a fine specimen of his
simple and perspicuous manneg of conveying reli-
gious information ; they were admirably adapted to
the purposes for which they were designed, but
are in too imperfect a state to be presented to the
public. .

John and Robert Hey made the best use of the
assistance giyen to them gz"so capable a patent;

G
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and few young Jnen were better qualified” to dis-
'ehm'ge the pﬂéce of the sacred ministry.

The following sketch of the characters of these
young men is given by a gentleman, whose near
connexion with the family afforded -him every
advnntage of knowing g!eu' dispositions, and esti-

g their attainments.
3 *“ John Hey appeared to possess a good consti-
tutlon his temper was kind and affectionate ; he
,wgs warm in his friendships, ardent in his p\u:smts :
Pe possessed much vivacity and cheerfulness; with
a;ﬁa.wumxd refined by polite literature, and elevated
.bypiety, he was greatly beloved and stood high in
the esteem of all those who had the pleasure of his
atzquaintanced He took the seventh wrangler’s
degree at the University, and was soon afterwards
elected Fellow and Tutor of St. Mary Magdalen
College, Cambridge. From an early period-of his
#life, he preferred the ministry to any other pro-
fession, and when he entered upon the duueg of it,
he knew and felt Je greatqmportance of the work,
and laboured with unwearied dxhgence to promote
"the glory of God and the salvation of¥nankind, But
his labours were too much for his strengtﬁ'; the
- insidious approaches of a consumption undermined
_his health ere he, or kis Frieds, were awa\'éji?gfghe
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nature 6f his complaint. Though.his prospects in
life were fair and flattering, and he egr.pected soon
to be united wilh the object of his early affections;
yet, when he understood his danger, he calmly
relinquished every earthly good, and adopted the
language of his Saviour ag the expression of his
heart, The cup which m;"thher hath given me,
shall I not drink 1t ? Hé' died, deeply lamented
by all who knew him, January the 14th, 1801, in
the twenty-fourth year of his age.”*

“ Robert Hey was an amiable young man, mg,ld
and gentle in his manners, and endowed with % no,
mean talents ; but a long series of ill héalth intert,
dicted his making that progress in learning, to
which his abilities would otherwise h%re conducted
him. He was but just able to support the exami-
nation of the senate house ; he was shortly after-
wards attacked by a spitting of blood, which ter-
minated in a consumption. He died, on May the
Mth:1802, in the tqﬁnty-fourw year of his age.” *

These afflicting dispénsations of the Divine Pro-
vidence were sharp and severe exercises of the,
faid;. and paaence of Mr. Hey. He experienced

“

* See Tracts and Essays, Mgral and Theological, for an
accoubit of the last days of these pious young men.
G 3 .
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all that a parent could naturally feel under these
sucoessive disappointments of his hopes ami
expectations,'on being thus bereaved of his clnldren,
at the time when they were just entenng uf)’on the
active duties of life, with the fair promise of
becoming eminently ul in their stations, and
adding to the comfort gf all their connexions. But
. the mind of Mr. Hey &i¥ not sink into dejection
under these mournful visitations. He endeavoured
“to improve the inroads which death made’ i in his
family, by contemplating more deeply the vamty
qf ‘earthly things, the fugitive nature of all human
- éhjoyments, and the natrow.interval which separates
. time from eternity. Unlike those who are in haste
_to abandon the mortal remains of their relatives,
" he saw nothing frightful, or revolting, in the dead
bodies of his children; he contemplated each of
them, when placed in its coffin, as conslgdbd to
aleep peacefully till the morning of the remm‘eotnon,
while his soul was_cheered and refreshed by the
persuagion, that to them rhig it be applied those
eonsolifig- words, heurd from heaven by the writer
‘of the Apocalypse; * Blessed are the dead that
’ die in the Lord.”

“»"On the morning of the funeral he -was accus-
.tomed to withdraw into the réem, where,the sorpse
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of his beloved child was placed. There, in holy

acts of devotion he solemnly resigned to God the

gift which had been recalled; and expressed

unfeigned gratitude to his heavenly Father for the

comfort he'had so long enjoyed, whilst exercising

the trust reposed in him. Above all, he gave '
thanks that the child was delivered from the

vanities and miseries of ¥his evil world, and"Was )
admitted, through the mercy and grace of the
Redeemer, to partake of heavenly glory and bless-
ednesss Mr. Hey was wont to say, on the death
of his children, ‘ that his ultimate end respecting
them was answered, ingsmuch as he had trained
them up to become inhabitants of that kingdom,
intog which he ftrusted they had bc;:an meroifully
received.”

On the grave stone of John, are inscribed these
words; “ O death! where is thy sting?” On that
of Robert, «“ 0 grave! wherc is thy victory ?”’

The following Memorial, composed in the
morning of the daj:, en which the remains of hig®
son, Robert Hey, were committed to the tomb,‘
presents a striking and affecting view of the state
of Mr. Hey's mind under that aﬂliotiorll*, and is a
fine exhibition of his character as a parent and g-
Clivistian.

G4
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MEMORIALL.
ra , B
“ Leeds, Monday, May 17, 1802,

N O, most holy and’gorious Lorp Gop, who
)m;’decla?ed thyself gritious and mercifyl,, long-
émﬁ‘ering, abundant-in goodness and truth, permit
thy guilty creature to approach Thee, through the
mediatidh of thy beloved Son,‘Jesus Christ} "
*“When I consider myself, T can draw mear
unto Thee with no other lagguage than that of the
uBlican,  Gody be mereiful to me, a singer ;. and
with no other‘pléa, than that Jesus l:ath died for
my sins, and is risen again for my jusﬁﬁcation. i
* Yet, Thou hast graciously encouraged and
&gmmanded me to draw near to the throme of
e with humble boldness, that 1 may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
"Thou hast permitted me tg ent8r into covenant with
thee B the endearing name of Father. 4 thank
e, O Lorp, for thy righ grace; and bless thy
for thipe unspeakable condescension. I
esire to reney again my baptismal covenant with
“Thge, which I have so oftenjgppewed in, private,

™
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and at the holy table I humbly pray that Thou
wouldest seal me for thme own, ax,ld give me to
rejoice_in therwell-foundcd hope, thht I am thy
child, Fansomed by the blood of my Redeemer,
and rénewdd by the gracious influences of thy
Holy Spirit. . b

« Suffer me not to diceive myself; but shew
me if there be any allow® wichedness In me; and
deliver me from the power of every evil. “

“ T Jook back with astonishmént and g'ratltudb
at the abundant mercies, which thou hdst shewn
towards me. Thou didst call me in my youth to
the knowledge of thyyelf, and hast delivered me
from nuq;berless snares, into whigh T might have
fallen.~ 'i‘hoq hast given me a hélp meet for me,’,
and hast favoured me with @ numerous offspring.
Blessings, more than I can reckon up, have *
crowdetl upon me in quich succespion. I desirp
to prmse Thee for them all. *

‘“ But, at this time, I would offer my most
hearty and solem thankagiv‘{ng for the mercies®
shewn to my dear children. Four of the Thou
wast pleased to call out of this dangerous th
sinful world during the state of i nur-
rendered them unto Thee in thy hgly manée ?‘4

bajitism, gnd commigied them to thy disposal. Thiou
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didst remove ﬂlem ere the pollutions of this world
had led their cormpt he‘rts astray ; and, I humbly
hope, Thou didst receive them to thy glory.

¢ Concerning other four whom Thou hast galled
hence in adult age, Thou hast graciously given me
the "most solid hopes.-—-Thoug'h by nature children
of yrath, "even as others, Thou wast pleased to
awaken them to a sens# of the odious nature of
sin, and to grant them true repentance. They were
early taught by thy grace to fleg for refuge to the
Friend of sinners ; and Thou didst prolong their
lives till they hud given clear proofs of a sound
conversion. Though prepared, as 1 hoped, to glo-
rify  Thee on eagh, Thou didst dispense with their
services, and d&dst remove them hence in the
beginning of their usefulness. But thy grace was
with them. In their sickness, and at the approach
of death, they were enabled to rejoice in thy sal-
vation. The last of them 1 am this day about to
commit to the silent grave, but in sure and certain
hope of a joyful resurrection t8 cternal life. What
shall f¥render to Thee for all thy mercies! O that
my future life might more abundantly shew forth
thy praise!

« 1 commit gthose of my children, who® yet re-
maip, to thy fatherly care. Qg LORD, watch over
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them, and preserve them from the evil that is in
the world! Enable themgyto glorify Thee in the
midst of a croeked and perverse genetation. And
whengyer they shall be called hence, may they join
their deceased brothers and sisters in the world of
holiness and bliss, there to magnify the wonders of
redeeming love for ever.

““ O LoRD, accept gractously the renewed J&er—
ing of myself to Thee! Protect me in all the
trials and tcmptaugns that are’ yeot before me !
Increase my love to Thee and all mankind !
Quicken my zeal; and enable me to look forwards
with holy and earnest,expectation of that bliss,
which Thou hast prepared for thjne elect! And,
whenever I am called to pass thfough the valley
of the shadow of death, look then with pity on thy
languishing and dying child; support me with the
consolations of thy Holy Spirit, and receive me
to thine eternal glory, through the merit and me-
diation of Jesus Christ my Redeemer. Amen.

“WiLLiaM Hey.”

Here was a living and practical, display of the
power and eflicacy of that religion, which the Son
of God descendedwfrom hcaven to teach, and
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which seldom appears to greater advantage than
under the pressure of those trials, against which
all the common topics of human consolation afford
so feeble and insufficient an aid. When thegruths
of Christianity penetrate to the centre of the heart,
and assimilate the very texture and substance of
the sovl to their own nature, they operate with the
potency of a mighty instinct, or deeply-rooted
habit : their agency i» not by fits, desultory and
transient ; but as a living principle, never ceasing,
continuous, rising in power and energy propor-
tioned to the hostile opposition of those circum-
stances, which too frequently oppress and over-
whelm the mere animal and secular spirit. Death
camnot, indeed,’be an object of complacency to
him, who regards it only as the unrelenting agent
which severs the tender bands that unite us to
those we love, or as the medium which, intercept-
ing the feeble and transitory radiance of worldly
glory, casts a dark shade over the whole horizon
of human desire and enjoyment. But death offers
a grea} occasion to the Christian of resigning,
with meek submission, his own will to that of his
heavenly Father. Instead of relinquishing, with
sullen reluctance, the visions of his hope and the
springs of his comfort, he converts, by a promptand



OF WILLIAM HEY, ESQ. 93

cheerful surrender, whatever is withdrawn from him
by the irresistible appointments of the Almlghty, into
a voluntary and noble sacrifice. The hand, which
thus gpecessively deprived him of so many beloved
members of his family, never inflicted a deeper
wound, nor excited a more poignant sense of
grief, than by the death’ of his daughter—n}-law,
Mrs. William Hey. Shethad been married about
nine years, was the mother of five children, and
was adorned with those lovely feminine graces,
combined with the more substantial virtues, which ™
made her dear. to her family and her friends.
Mrs. William Hey was mild and gentle in" her
manners ; and the kindness and benignity of her
heart were expressed in the sieetness of her
countenance. She possessed sound good sense and
unaffected piety; while the artless simplicity of
her whole conduct and conversation shed a beauty
over her other engaging qualities, which interested
and delighted all her connexions. This valuable
woman was removed from her young family and
her mourning relatives by a consumpti%n, in
August, 1805, aged thirty-five years.

When Mr. Hey visited London, at the latter
end of the same year, the effect of this bereave-
ment was conspicugns in his whole manner and
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conversation. On évery suitable occasion, he spoke
of her virtues and excellencies, the piety and use-
fulness of her life, and her exemplary death, with a
tenderness and feeling, of which those not inti-'
mately acquainted with him would hardly have
supposed him capable. His mind seemed to be
particularly soothed and refreshed by listening to
the beautiful epitaph, taken from a church-yard in
the Isle of Wight,* and set to music by Dr.
Calcott. Scarcely a day elapsed, in which he did
not, more than once, request the daughter_of the
friend dit whose house he resided, to acc(l)inpany
her instrument by singing those interesting verses,
in which he would frequently j Jmn wnth much pathos
and emotion.

It was by the express desire of Mrs. William

* ¢ Forgive, blest shade, the tributary tear, '
That mourns thy exit from a world like this!
Forgive the wish that would have kept thee here,
And stayed thy progress to the seats of bliss.

< No more confined to grov’ling scenes of night ;
No more a tenant pent in mortal clay ;
Now should we rather hail thy glorious flight,
And trace thy jonrney to the realms of day.”
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Hey, that Mr. Hey forbore to fidd a record of her
character to those of his deceased children. Such
were her modgsty and humility, that she could not
support the very idea of any thing relating to her
being iiven to the public; and Mr. Hey would
sometimes intimate a doubt whether, in alluding
to a few of the circumstances attending her last
days, he did not. in some degree, violate the
strictness of her iujunctions. .

In December, 1811, Mr. William Hey was
thrown_out of his gig, and received a severe
injury, which disabled him, during a month,
from attending to the duties of his professfon.
Towards the end of 1812 and the beginning of
1813, he becam® the subject of an alarming com-
plaint, which ex@ited in his father’s mind the most
serious apprehensions of a fatal termination.

Mr. William Hey, having been much expos'e;i
to cold ami fatigue, became ill; and the symptoms
of a catarrh soon proceeded to indications of an
mmflammation of the trachea, attended with spitting
of blood. These, being succeeded by great ema-
ciation, general debility, and other appearances of
a tendency to consumption, Mr. Hey entertained
very slender hopes of his son’s recovery. During
the first winter of his illness, he was confined to
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a warm and unifofm temperature of the air at
home, without any appdtent benefit. But, by
pursuing a system of cold washing angl sea bathing,
with much exercise in the open air,—a pla.n. which
he was led to adopt in consequence of a “eorres-
spondence with Dr. Stewart, now of Erskine, near
Glasgow, and which he was enabled the more
effectnally to follow by a residence in Devonshire,
during the autumn and winter,—he was restored,
théugh the divine blessing, to health and a capacity
of exertion ; so that in the autumn of 1814
he resumed his usual professionul occupations,
to the great comfort and assiat.mce,bf his
father.

The visitations of death in’ the family of
Mr. Hey were not yet ended. B August, 1816,
ae lost his daughter, Mrs. Jarratt, who died, con-
sumptive, at Wellington, leaving an, afllicted
husband, and seven children, some of them very
young.

A short account of this excellent and useful
woman was published by her father in the Christian
Observer.* Itis an interesting narrative, delineating

* See Tiacts and E«says, Moial and Theological, by the late
William Hey, Esq
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with much judgment and simplicity the exemplary
life and death of a Christian, who had wisely and
faithfully discharged the several offices of life, and
had adorned her religious profession with an
unostentatious and consistent piety.

The following letters to Mr. and Mrs. Jarratt
will shew the temper of mind, with which Mr. Hey
received this mournful visitation of Divine Pro-
vidence.

** Leeds, June 8, 1816.

—— T wish it were in my power to say
that I do not think the aggravated state of your
complaint is owir';g to an increase of your disorder.
I would say this with humble submission to the
will of God; but I cannot say it without sorrow of
heart. May you be enabled by divine g'ra(?c to
look unto Jesus, who hath loved you,and given
himself for you, and to cast all your care upon
him. His ways are unsearchable, but they are all
in infinite wisdom. He has hitherto bcen your
guide and conductor ; aud he will never leave
nor forsake you.

YOL. 1. H
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«“ May the peace of God rest upon you and
your's; and may we all meet around the throne of
glory, to celebrate redeeming love through the
boundless ages of eternity !

““ So prays,
« Your affectionate Fath‘gr,
* WiLLiaMm HEY.”

¢ Leeds, June 28, 1816.

-

“ My Dear Son,

“ Yom letter, secened to day, brings me
a painful au.:mm of deat Maigaret’s situation.
‘:[‘he permanent swelling of her legs indicates a
very great degree of weahness. But while the
outward man perishes, 1 trust the inward man will
be renewed day by day. My dady prayer for her is,
«that, it might please God to restore her health,
that she might be enabled to bring up her children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. But
with sorrow I must say, that of this there seems to
be no human probability. [ think it my .duty,
though it is a painful one, to inform you what my
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real senti;nents are of her sitnation. I know thit
God can bring to the gates of the grave, hnd bring
back again,—that the hands which have wounded
can heal ; but 1 fear that her restoration is not to
be expected. May this aflliction be truly sane-
tified tp her and to you. May she be enabled to
rejoice in her gracious Redcemer, whose mercy
has brought her out of darkness into his marvel-
lous light ; and whose rich grace has kept her from
the evil that is in the world.”

* Leeds, July 9, 1816.
My Dear Murgaret.

“ Let not your hcart be troubled. neither be
afraid ; your Redeemer is gonce to prepare a place
for you; and he will shortly tuke you to himself,
that where he is you may be also. In his presenco
is the fulness of joy, and at his right hand are
pleasures for evermore. Take up the words of the
prophet and say, < I will trust, and not be afraid ;
for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ;
he also is become my salvation” The Lord’s de-
light is in them that fear him, and put their trust in_

n



100 MDRAL AND SOCIAL LIFE

his mercy. ’&ou may therefore cheerfldly join the
"Psalmist, in his song of praise; ¢ Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and
‘thy staff shall comfort me.”

** The state into which it has now pleased the
All-Wise Disposer of all events to bring you, calls
for entire submission to his will, and a patient
enduring of all that you may suffer. Btit the pro-
mise is faithful and sure, that all things shall work

_together for"good to them that love him. Do not
you love Him ! Whence comes the desire to
please, and fear to offend Him? Doubtless from
love. Whence the desire to be assured of his
favéur ? Fronhlow. assuredly. .

“« We are carcless about the favour of those
for whom we have little regard; but dread the
frown of a friend whom we most aﬂ'eétionntely
love. Bat let us remember that often,

% <« ¢ Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.’

*¢ May the richest blessings of the Almi;ﬁty be
with you! May his everlasting arms surround and
support you! Soon. I trust, it will be said of vou,
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by the angelic host, She hath ¢ washed her robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb ;'
therefore she is before the throne of God, and
shall serve him day and night in his temple ;’—
* therefore shall she be led to living fountains of
water ; and God shall wipe away all tears from her
cyes.’

* Your mother and sister join me in most
aflectionate regards; and assure yourself that you
are daily remembered in our private addresses to
the throne of grace.

* I remain,
* Your afthcted, but affectionate Father,
“ WiLLiaM Hey.”

¢ Lecds, August 8, 1816.
* My Dear Son,

“ The mtelligence which your letter of the
fourth "instant conveyed is truly painful, but not
unex'pected. When I took leave of my dear
daughter last summer, in the vestibule of my own
house, 1 believed I was ‘t‘aking my last farewell.

H3
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I did not expect to see her again in this world. I
desire to bow down with reverence to the all-wise,
but govereig'n disposals of Him, who claims the
right of doing what he will with his own. ;We
ought to say, with holy Job, ¢ Shall we receive
good at the hand of the Lord, and shall we not
receive evil? The Lord gave. and the Lord taketh
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.” I am
sensible of the magnitudesof your loss, “and ear-
nestly pray that this heavv stroke of divine chas-
tisement may be truly sanctified to you. T feel
also for your children, who are deprived of such a
mother; but in the midst of mv painful sensations,
a secret joy springs up at the consideration, that
I have another ehild added to the blessed company
of the spirits of just men made perfect- a child,
now delivered from the temptations of amn ensnar-
ing world, the powerful assaults of our spiritual
adversary, and from all the deviations and imper-
~fections of a corrupt heart

“ The seventh chapter of the Revelations was

a sweet refreshment to me this day, wnle I took
a short ride into the country. My dear daughter
. had, T firmly believe, washed her robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb; and
is now, I doubt not, worshipping before the threne
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of Him, who hath wiped away all tears from her
eyes.

“ 1 hope my dear Mary will complete *her
journal, which T shall read with great pleasure.
Tell her, with my love, that we hope she will |
retwrn by Leeds, and give us the opportunity of
hearing more of our dear departed daughter. Her
mother joins with me in this request. I thank you
for the ac¥ount of the lgst day’s transactions. The
¢ stores’ laid up for her in another world are now
in her possession. They are such as’eye hath not
scen, nor ear heard, necither hath it entered into the
heart of man to conceive.”

Thc domestic afflictions which were allottéd to
. Hey, and pressed upon him in this puinful
successnon, never excited disorderly expressions of
gnef nor perturbation of mind, unfitting him for
the more immediate duties of his situation. He
mourned, but he did not murmur: he felt acutoly 4
each stroke that Jacerated the tender tie which
united him to his children ; and he bowed his head
in meek submission to the will of his heavenly
Father. The dark clouds, with which so many of
his days were shaded, could not obstruct those
beams of christian hopc and heavenly consolation,
m4
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which cheered his spirit, and sustained in him the
well-grounded persuasion, that those, for whom he
wad'sorrowing. had entered into * the joy of their
Lord.”

The lameness from which Mr. Hey had suffered
more than forty years, and two very serious attacks
of illness after he was seventy years old, which
confined him many months to his house, have been
already mentioned ; and it ay not be uninteresting,
in this place, to contemplate the conduct and beha-
viour of this exemplary Christian under the pres-
sure of personal affliction, especially during the
sickness of 1817, from w hich 1t was hardly expected
that he would recover.

The following passages are extracted from some
notes made by one of his most intimate friends,
who visited Mr. Hey, constantly, during his con-
finement to his chamber.

“ When the violence of the complaint had so
much abated that Mr. Hey was able to speak a
little, he said ;—‘ I was perfectly sensible of my
situation ; my mind was as collected as it is now.
I was fully persuaded that, unless it should please
God to check the violence of the gisorder, I must,
in a very short time, stand in judgment before his
throne. T found no support or comfort, but in
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believing views of the atonement made by Jesus.
On this foundation alone rested all my hopes. 1 had
‘much consolation from regarding the Saviourfas
interceding for me. Oh! there is no support, no
comfort, but in a reliance on the atonement and
intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ. The divine
promises were a great stay to my soul. Oh! what
gracious words are these : * If any man sin, we
have an allvocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteons.”’—He rcpeated this verse several
times, with a peculiar emphasis upon this clause,
“an Advocate with the Father.” Then added he,
¢ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Jesus Christ came into the world, to
save sinners." How wonderful is this declaration
of our blessed Saviour! ¢ God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” What gracious sayings are these !
What consolation do they give to a poor sinner,
seeking for mercy! All my cry is,— God, be
merciful to me a sinner’ He remarked, that
nothing lay so heavy upon his heart, as neg-
lected opportunitjes of usefulness. This said he
is a double guilt ; hiding a candle under a bushel ;
receiving light, and not employing it to the glory
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of God.* Last week, he added, as I lay in bed,
my mind was so affected with the amazing love of
Géd, in the salvation of sinners, that I ‘could not
forbear meditating aloud, nobody being thén in the
room. I shed tears of joy. But I suffered from
this exertion, being weaker than I imagined; for
it occasioned an oppression of my breast which
required an immediate recourse to medicine.
He adverted to the corruption of nature ;
observing, that, whatever men may say about the
effects of the fall, there is no one truth in the
Seripture more cvident than this,—that a complete
und entire change mu<t tahe place in us, before
we can truly relish the holy and pure joys and
cemployments of the heavenly world. This the
Apostle declares when he says, ¢ If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature,” or a new creation.
We must be made different from what we were
before. God alone can effect this great change in
the soul. He then spake in most fervent and
clevated strains of the blessedness of the bedtific
vision. Oh! <aid the venerable saint, who can
conceive the happiness of seeing God ; of beholding

* ¢ The light must be not only suppicssed, but misuged,
to justify the teim ¢ double gumit *”
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him who is infinite beauty, infinite perfection ; and
not only beholding him with a rectified and refined
intelleot, but in beholding, to be transformed into
his glorious image. Surely it is the highest bliss of
heaven te see God, as he is, and to be made like
him.”

““ What poor, low conceptions we have of that
God who is all beauty and love! Who can con-
ceive the blessedness of seeing him face to face?
Then our hearts will cxpand ewith gratitude, and
we shall say, * What shall 1 render to the Lord
for all his benefits? &c. When any service is to be
performed, we shall cagerly cry, Lord, here am I,
send me.—-Oh, that I could feel my heart morc
enlarged with holy desires after God !”

“ When I called upon him, December the 15th,
I found that he had not passed the preceding day
as yelf as usual, but his soul was vigorous and

" alive to God. I awoke, said he, at five o’clock this
morning, and found my mind quite composed, so
that I could meditate on good things, which is
always refreshing to me.. Looking unto Jesus.—
Oh, wlhiat a blessed thing it is o be looking unto
Jesus, and resting upon the promises of God in
him}- Where can a poor sinnmer look but unto
Jelﬁl};? In him he finds all that he wants. My



108 °~ MORAL AND SOCIAL LIFE

prayer is that of the poor publican, ‘ God, be mer-
ciful to me a sinner? This prayer ever was and
ever will be graciously answered. I rest all’ my
hopes upon the promises of Christ. If this founda-
tion sink, I am willing to sink with lt ; but,
added he, with a holy fervour, I am sure it cannot
sink ; it is firmer than earth or heaven. What a
delightful declaration is that in the third chapter
of the first epistle of St. John: ‘ Behold what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God!" But
observe the connexion betwcen the believer’s hope
of glory and its purifying effect; < Every man, that
hath this hope. purificth himself, even as he is
pure.” He then recited this favourite text; * These
things write 1 unto you, that ye sin not. And if
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the'*propi-
tiation for our sins; and not for ours only, bul‘::'also
for the sins of the whole world.” What a free offer
is here made to the whole world! If we are not
saved, it is because we will not come to Christ,
that we may have life. The fault lies in ourseives.
Then speaking the blessedness of seeing God
‘and bheing made like him ;—this, this, said he, is
hcaven. T know no other. Oh, how I long to be
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like him! He afterwards dwelt with much delight
upon the operations of the Bible Society, and
shewed péculiar satisfuction on finding by a letter
written to him by the Rev. John Owen, that the
funds necessary to furnish India with the Scrip-
tures, in all its dialects, would be provided by the
Society, as approved versions should be prepared
and printed. It was both delightful and instructive
to behold, in this aged believer, all the warmth
and animation of the young convert, combined
with the matured wisdom of a father in Christ, in
a season of sickness and great bodily debility.”
“1 called upon dear Mr. Hey, December the
16th, and found him in bed, owing to a slight
return of the fever. T read to him the cighty-sixth
Psalm, the latter part of the scventy-third Psalm,
and the seventy-first Psalm, from verse fifteen to
the end.”Hf: was much comforted by these sweet
portions of holy writ, and expressed his gratitude
to God for having given us this sacred treasure.
He was free from pain, composed, and tranquil. I
mentioned to him that degluration of aged Peter,
¢ we have not followed cunningly devised fables,
when we made known unto you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Cﬁsgmt Mr. Hey
replied, with peculiar emphasis, ‘-Indeed, we have
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yot.” I said to him, ¢ Without doubt you can join
with the aged Paul in his assurance of hopigg < T
know whom I have believed, and am persp&ed
that he is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted to him, against that day.’ He replied, in a
feeble tone of voice, with great humility, ¢ weak and
trembling.’

¢ Thus was exhibited, in this aged saint, an
admirable combination of ardent love, of humble
faith, and holy fear. His filial fear preserved him
from presumption, while his filial love sustained
him above despondency. Hope and fear, united
with holy love, scemed ‘¢ enter mnto all his views.
We cannot, he would 1y, hope toomuch, if it
does not destroy our fear; nor fear too‘much, if it
does not destroy our confidence m God. These
are the wings which keep the believer steady in
his flight towards heaven. We should \'.valk over
this carth, as it were, on tip-toe, ready to take our
flight, when called, to a better world.”

Mr. Hey was of a social disposition, and had a
mind well constructed for enjoying the pleasures,
and fulfilling the duties and obligations, of friend-
ship. He had not been long settled in Leeds,
before he collected a little circle of friends, with
whom he could unbend his mind and enjoy the
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pleasure of rational and ipstructive conversatiop,
when he found himself disengaged from the calls
of his profession. He selected no one for his friend
who did not truly fear God, and whosé life and
conversation did not afford satisfuctory evidence of
u sincere and consistent attachment to the great
truths of Christianity. Among his carly associates
was Mr. Ilenry Jowett, the futher of Dr. Jowett,
late Regius Professor of Civil Law, in‘the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, and of Mr. John Jowett,
who, on leaving Leeds, resided ot Newington
Butts, necar London, to his death.

« Mr. Jowett, senior, was not less remarkable
for the soundness of his understanding, than for his
steady and ardent attachment to the cause of
religion.  Many of his letters are in the possession
of Mr. Icy's family : they breathe the spirit of
genuine picty, and might perhaps be exhibited as
excellent specimens of epistolary correspondence.”

Mr. John Jowett, of Newington Butts, in the
County.of Surrcy, resided many years at Leeds,
during the earlier part of his life. He had become
deeply impressed with a sense of the importance
of becoming seriously religious, by attending the
Church at Huddersfield, of which the pious and
cloquent Henry Venn was, at that time, the vicar.
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I;Ie was, hk;gnse in the habit of makmg frequent
 visits thither} that he might derive instruction and
'asslstance from “the private conversations and
exhortatiffis of that eminent minister of the
gospel. The genuine piety of Mr. John Jowett,
and the general construction of his mind, qualified
him, in a peculiar manner, to become the intimate
friend of Mr. Hey, at a period when this gentle-
:x‘flan's adiociates were included within a small
circle. Although Mr. John Jowett had not been
educated %or any of the learned professions, yet
he was well informed in many departments of
knowledge, and had directed his studies more
especially to moral and theological subjects. He
possessed a sound and penetrating understanding ;
hig elocuuw was fluent, perspicuous, and agree-
able; and he would carry on discussions, -tipon the
subjects he had considered, with an acuteness that
‘ténded to the eliciting of truth, and a vivacity
“tempered with good humour, which was always
interesting. Their friendship was cemented more
_closely, by the marriage of Mr. John Jowett with
a ‘sister of Mrs. Hey: and although sorie. ];arti-
cular circumstances intervened, by which the
removal of Mr. John Jowett to London became
' i‘lecessary, so that these two friends were separated ;
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yet their mutyal regard cdntinued @nmmshed to
the death of Mr. Jowett, which occurred in " the
year 1800. * .

“ It was in the year 1769, that his acquaintance
commenced with the Rev. Miles Atkinson, Lec-
turer of the Parish Church of Leeds; a man of
sterling integrity, of great fidelity, and of unwea-
ried industry in the performance of his ministerial
duties. The similarity of their sentiments and their
fervent piety, cemented their friendship on the
basis of mutual csteem and affection. They walked
together as friends during forty years; their inter-
course was sweet and profitable, nor did it suffer a
moment’s interruption to the day of Mr. Atkinson’s’
death.” *

Mr. Hey, the two Mr. Jowetts, fatm and soh,
and a few other friends of religious principles
similar, to their own, agreed to meet at eacb
other'’s house, once in the week; at which time, O
some rehglous subject, which had been proposed
at a preceding visit, was the theme of their con-
versationl,: they always concluded these fnend.ly
and pious discussions with an act of praise and

A
* The public, and his large family, were deprived of this
excellent man on thg 6th of Pebruary, 1811.
voL. I1. 4 1.

-
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prager. It i“more than probable, that these social
meetmgs gave rise to a larger religious society,
somewhat, differently modified, which assembled at
Mr. Hey’s house, and continued to meet there
once in every week, as long as he lived. On these
occasions, one clergyman was generally present,
and sometimes more, hy whom the conversation
on some subject of practical piety was opened.
and in which any one present might join by offering
remarks, & proposing queries, connected with the
matter before them. No disputation, nor discourse,
foreign to the occasion, was allowed.

Mr. Hey always delivered his sentiments with
great seriousness and simplicity : he was sometimes
elevated by his subject to considerable ani N
and louﬂhe rich stores of his well-mf&n!&d
mmd diffused edification and delight among the
attentlve hearers of his discourses. Each peeting
of 'this more extended society was always con-

“oluded with the devotional exercises of smgmg a
psalm or hymn, and of prayer.
o It has been an avowed opinion of many learned
and pious men, both among the clergy and laity of
our National Church, that the regular associating
of, religious persons with qach Rher for such pur-
poses as have been described, might be attended
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with many important advantages. El' Hey, whose
strong and invariable attachment fo our Church
cannot be questioned, was decidedly a friend to
such societies. He conceived, that they formed a
bond of union among serious Christians ; and had
a tendency to withdraw them from unprofitable
and worldly company, and to preserve the wavering
and unsteady professor of religion, from the seduc-
tion of error and the contagion of evil example.
He likewise believed, that ministers might thus
become better acquainted with their people; and
that by this simple, plain, and parental mode of
instruction, their hearers would become better pre-
pared to derive benefit from their public ministra-
tions. To which may be added a consideration, by
no means of minor importance, thatgshchgfriendly
associations, judiciously constituted, and managed
with chnshan wisdom and seriousness, conduce
poweﬁﬁy "o retain their members in union with
the Established Church; and by facilitating inter-
coursé with their pastors, promote and cherish
that esteem and affection for them, which is,_en
every aocount. so highly desirable. Without in-
tending to express any sentiments of disrespect
towards pious men, who are separated from, the
Church of England, one may remark, that to a
13,
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faithful and laborious clergyman it must needs be
puinful to see many of his flock, as they become
seriously religious, forsake his ministry and unite
with one or other class of Dissenters. It has been
frequently urged by those, who have thus aban-
doned the communion of the Church, that the
more free and easy intercourse which they enjoy
with their new teacher, and the advantages they
derive from a social communication with the mem-
bers of their society, more than compensate the
privileges fhey have relinquished.

It was about the year 1770, that Mr. Hey be-
came acquainted with the late Dr. Isaac Milner,
Dean of Carlisle, Master of Queen’s College, and
Lucasian Professor of Mathematics in the Univer-
sitx of Qaﬂﬁ;ridge. Dr. Milner, when a yo?ng
man, having injured seriously his health ‘ﬁy too
intense an application to academical studies,
sought professional assistance by placing himself
under the care of Mr. Hey. The superior talents
and extraordinary attainments of Mr. Milner in
vm;ifus departments of science, were quickly:dis~
cerned and duly appreciated by Mr. Hey, who
invited him to his honse, where he remained an
inmate during sevoral weeks. Thus were laid the
fosthdations of a friendship' mutually useful and
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gratifying, which continued without interruption
during a period of nearly fifty years.*

The Dean of Carlisle was endowed. with a mind
of great original power and energy; the amplitude
of his capacity was almost unbounded ; his judg-
ment was sound and correct; his discernment
acute and penetrating. To such a man scarcely
any thing appc-ared impossible : the very difficulties
with which a subject was invested offered a strong
temptation to him to cncounter it; and what he
thought worthy of his efforts he never relinquished,
till he had surmounted cvery obstacle and made
his victory complcte. There were an order, sim-
plicity, and precision in his manner of commu-
nicating knowledge, which almost removed the
possibility of misconception ; and he’possised the
happy art of illustrating his subject, and breaking
it'into its integrant parts, so as to render the most
intricate and abstruse inquiries comparatively easy
and accessible to the attentive hearer. In conver-
sation he was open and manly, displaying great

* The Dean of Carlisle was nearly fourteen years younger
than Mr, Hey : he susvived his friend little more than a year.
Mr. Hey died towards the end of March, 1819, and the Tgan
on the first of April, 1820.

13
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vigour of thought with a ready and copious
elogution ; and his discourse was frequently enli-
vened by a vein of pleasantry, and strokes of
original humour, which constituted him a cheerful
and entertaining companion. With this powerful
and masculine understanding were united a heart
of the liveliest sensibilities and most benevolent
affections ; tender in its domestic attachments;
warm and steady in its friendships. His sagacity
in penetrating the characters of men ncither im-
paired his sympathy with human suffering, nor
restrained his beneficence; and his counsel, or his
assistance, was seldom implorcd i vain.

The Dcan of Carlisle not only stood in the
highest class of mathematicians and natural philo-
nophers‘f his own time, but he may be ranked
among the most able theologians and judicious
divines, who have adorned our Church. No man
understood better the doctrines and institutions of
the National Church, or was more able and ready
to defend them. His opinions were strictly con-
forpnable to our ecclesiastical standards of« 6értho-
doxy, and no man was more firm and zealous in his
attachment to the important and essential points
of religion; yet he was averse to controversy on
a c subjects and matters of speculation, care-
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fully avoiding it where the interests of truth would
not be endangered by forbearance, and always
insisting on the great vital, substantial, and prac-
tical parts of Christianity.

In the life of this great and g’(’md man, the
mysteriousness of Divine Providence is strikingly
evinced. His transcendent powers of intcllect were
united to a body strong, robust, and apparently
capable of enduring any reasonable measure of labo-
rious exertion: yet, during more than forty years,
he enjoyed but few, and, comparatively, short inter-
vals of that health, which permitted the full expan-
sion and exercise of his mental endowments. The
froquent returns of a malady which oppressed both
his hody and mind, and obstructed him, not less
n Lis «ientific pursnits, than in his purppses of
exlensive usefulness, imbittered the greater part
of his adult and mature age, and tinged with a
dark shade the declining years of his life. But his
genuine, sound, and enlightened piety, which
evidenced itself by a charitable promptness ‘ to
ilo gopd unto all men, but especially unto those of
the household of faith,” tended greatly to sustain
his own mind under its various and distressing
conflicts; and is remembered by his affectionate
friends as the ground of a consolatory persuasiin,

14
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that death was to him the gate of life, and an
entrance into that felicity, which is prepared for
“them who, through faith and patience, inherit
the promises.”

Dr. Joscph"]owett, formerly fellow of Trinity
Hall, Cambridge, the Regius Professor of Civil
Law in that University, and Vicar of Wethersfield
in the County of Essex, was equally the friend of
Dr. Miluer and of Mr. Hey. He was an olegant
classical scholar, spoke Latin with uncommon
correctness and fluency, was accomplished in
various departments of learning, and possessed a
fine taste in music, painting, &c. He was an
amiable, cheerful, pious, and benevolent man ; his
conversation was instructive and agreeable, and
he was greatly beloved by all his friends. During
a period of about forty years, he rarely failed to
pass every Thursday and Sunday evening, in Term
Time, with his friend the Dean of Carlisle, first in
Dr. Milner’s rooms, in the College, and, during
the last twenty-five years, at Queen’s College
Lodge; and their abrupt separation, hy the
sudden death of Dr. Jowett, left a vacuity in
the mind of Dr. Milner which nothing could
replenish, and inflicted a wound that was never
healed.
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- To the very few writings published by Dr. Jowctt,
he never prefixed his name; and, as they were
chicfly confined to local and temporary occasions,
they are scarcely hnown beyond the eircle of his
confidential friends. He died, after ;n indisposition
of only a few hours, in Trinity MHall, on the 13th
of Novcmber, 1813, in the sixty-third year of his
age.

When Dr. Holitax resigned his Professorship
on being appointed Bishop of Gloucester, he
strongly recommended that Dr. Jowett should
succeed to the vacant chair; and, although he was
then a very young man, yet the favourable repre-
sentation of his qualifications. for the oflice, made
by Dr. Halifax, was successful in procuring for
him that honourable appointment, which he filled
with distingnished ability to the end of his life.
The visits of Dr. Milner, Dr. Jowett, and the
Rev. Henry Jowett, his brother, were always con-
sidered by Mr. Hey as intellectual banguets.
‘Their scientific pursuits and literary taste had much
similagjty ; their sentiments on religion, philosophy,
and politics, gencrally harmonised ; whence flowed
a free, open, ingenuous, and confidential inter-
course, animated by, ¢n affectionate regard for
cach other, which prd¥ed an invariable source of
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improvement and delight. Before concluding this
section it may be proper to insert some account of
a transaction which forms a remarkable epoch in
the life of Mr. Hey.

About the ?ear 1781, Mr. Hey, after long and
serious consideration, finally determined on the
expediency of withdrawing himself from the
Society of the Methodists. His firm attachment to
the doctrines and discipline of the Church of
England, as the_y are exhibited in her Articles,
Homilies, and Liturgy, was the principal motive
by which he was induced to dissolve his connexion
with this body of Christians. He was a decided
advocate for episcopal govcrnment, which he was
led to prefer, after much careful study and accu-
rate investigation, as the form of ecclesiastical
discipline that was most agreeable to the records
and examples contained in the New Testament.
The doctrines of the Church of England were re-
garded by him as a form of sound words, con-
sonant with the declarations of the Holy Scrip-
tures; and he valued her Liturgy as a.service
admirably calculated to excite and maintain a
devotional spirit in those, who frequented the
solemnities of her public worship. There was like-
wise a further and weigh®y' consideration, which
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confirmed Mr. Hey in his adherence to the National
Church.

It is certain that human institutions, from the
imperfection and infirmity of our nature, are liable
to injury and decline. From this humiliating law
religious communities are not exempt: but expe-
rience shews that they frequently lose their primi-
tive character and most valuable qualities, by a
progressive deteriuration, resulting from the igno-
rance, or error, of those who have the direction of
them. Mr. Hey however remarked this superlative
excellence to exist in our Establishment, that no
occasional departurc from sound principles in a
few clerical individuals could be productive of a
permanent deviation from orthodoxy in their con-
gregations, while the Articles, Homilies, and
Liturgy of the Church remained unaltered.

The Church, indecd, lays claim to no charter of
incorruptibility ¢ but she has the principles of
redintegration in her very frume and constitution ;
and, if her public formularies of faith and disci-
pline are not always cffectual barriers against the
spirit of innovation, they are nevertheless solemn
and authentic testimonies against those of her
members, who profess tg yemain in her communion,
whil(e they reject, or adulterate, some of the most
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important articles of her creed. Mr. Hey con-
ceived that he was warranted by historical records,
and the concurrent evidence of observation and
experience, to conclude, that the purity of religion,
and the vigour of piety, seldom continued to
flourish in the same place during a long series of
years, untainted and unimpaired. Hence he con-
tended, that the great superiority of our Establish-
ment over those bodies of Christians who separated
from her, in retaining the active elements of her
own restitution, was clcar and indisputable. He
remarked, that when error or heresy gain admission
into dissenting congrcgations, the evil is com-
monly irreparable: while the bulwarks, by which
the National Church is protocfy d, afford a strong
security against the lasting triumph of any
heterodox principles, which the ignorance, or per-
verseness, of misguided men may attempt to
introduce. Under this persuasion he was always
anxious that the minds of his children, and of the
other members of his family, should be impressed
with due respect and affection for our venerable
Establishment. To promote these sentiments, he
was accustomed to explain select portions of the
Liturgy to them on the Supday evemng' _to deve-
lope its beauties, to demonstrate its agreemcnt
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with the Holy Scriptures, and to trace its admirable
tendency to excite and, cherish a spirit of serious
devotion. He would often observe, on such occa-
sions, that ¢ those who could not unite with fer-
vency and sincerity in the prayers of our Church,
would find, on a fair examination, that the fuult
was not in the service but in themselves.”

Mr. Hey likewise considered, that the mode of
presenting to livings in our Church, with all its
real, or supposed, disadvantages, is better calcu-
lated for the maintenance of orthodoxy and piety,
than that which is adopted by dissenting congre-
gations, for the following rcasons:—

‘1. In the Church of England,” he remarked,
“when a pious #nd judicious clergyman has
resided in his parish during a considerable number
of years, he not unfrequently sees, in a greater or
less degree, the fruit of his labours. When, in the
course of Divine Providence, he is removed by
death, and is unhappily succeeded by one who
possesses little serious concern for the salvation of
the souls placed under his care, it sometimes hap-
pens that a‘»pnrtial dissent occurs; some of the
congregation leave the Church, and placc them-
selves under dissenting teachers, where they con-
ceive the truth to be faithfully preached. This is
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usually .considered by prejudiced Churchmen, as
the natu;ml effect of Wh% is called evangelical
preaching, when, in fact, it may be charged, as it
is too often chargeable, upon the supineness and
indifference, the careless, unedifying discourses,
the worldly spirit and conduct of the new incum-
bent. This may be regarded as one of the incon-
veniences arising {rom the present system of dis-
posing of church livings ; viz. the exclusion of ;the
voice of the congregation in the choicafof a
pastor. ’

2. In the course of time, a vacancy occurs;
new trustees, or a new patron, may succeed ; and
in answer to the unwearied prayers of a faithful
few who remuined in the bosonffof thcf Church, a
pious and zealous minister, one after their own
heart, may be mercifully granted to them. A
revival of religion may take place, and much
good be again effected. Thus, by this mode
of presentation, there is at least a prospect,
a remote hope, of seeing the gospel light return
into places from which it has departed for a
season.

« 8. In dissenting churches the teacher is
usually elected by the people. The character of the
minister.is therefore generally determined by that
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of the congregation. If they are truly pious and
orthodox, they will a%mxt no teachers but men of
sound prmclples and exemplary conduct If they-
are high Calvinists, or warm supporters of Armi- -
niahism, they will elect only such pastors as vea- .
lously maintain their favourite points of doctrine.
It they are verging towards Arianism, or Soci-
nianism, or have already embraced those heresies,
they will on no account admit a man of pure,
orthodox, scrigtural principles ; one who .assertsj
the deity of Jesus Christ, and maintains the doc-
trino offthe atonement. They naturally look out
for men of their own standard in divinity, and’
having the choicegf their minister always vested
in themseﬁes, théte seems to be little or no prospect
of their restoration to the pure and primitive doc-
trines ‘of Christianity, as ubundant experience-

painfully testifies. §
Hence, Mr. Hey concluded, ‘ that the present
system of presentation in the Church of d,

with all its unaveidable disadvantages, was’ still
to be preferred before the method followed by
Dissexiters.”

Tt may be sufficient to remark here, that imper-
fection necessanlv adheres to all human institn-
tions ;- amt one mode of-church government may be
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better adapted to the civil polity and condition of
a state ‘than another; and"consequently, it \would
be wrong to impose any one specific forft, under
every circumstance, to the exclusion and’proscrip-
‘ tign'of every other. The evil lies deeper. [f #tone
were to be ordained but able and well-instructed
men, whose moral characters had been carefully
ascertained before they were deemed admissible
as candidates; who were not merely assenters to
*the articles, &c. of the church, but churchmen
upon principle, after due examination ; and, above
all, if none were made ministers but tli#e who
live ** righteously, soberly, and godly,” and none
but such are fitted for the sggred office, by a
diligent study of the Holy Scﬂpture’, and an
experimental acquaintance with christian verities ;
«much of the disadvantage stated above*¥ould
vanish under any mode of presentation. Surely,
there cannot be a greater anomaly then an’ignorant
and ungodly minister of the gospel of the pure
nndtoly Jesus, which is given to * make us
wile unto salvation,”—¢ through faith in his

”

name.
_When Mr. Hey first became a member of
Mr. Wesley’s Society, the Methodists, in general,
were in union with the * Established Church.

-
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Mr. Jolm Wesley and Mr. Charles We;xle.y, his
brother, being at that time sincerely attached to
the Church of England; were desirous of retaining
the members of their Society in her communion.
That_their regard for the Ecclesiastical Establish-
ment in this kingdom was unaflected and genuin?a,
is abundantly evident from various passages in
Mr. Wesley's journals, and in the minutes of the
Conference. A disposition to separate and form
an independent body appeared, however, too soon,
among some of the preachers and members of
their copgregations on different occasions : but
this spirit of disunion was suppressed or controlled
by the personal influence of Mr. Wesley and his
brother, during th}, early periods of Methodism.
The propensity to a separation from the Church,
although kept down and restrained, was not wholly
extinguished : within the last twenty yecars of
Mr. Wesley’s life, it grew bolder and more impor-
tunate; and as the infirmities of age increased
upon him, his powers of resistancc became More
feeble, and he was gradually induced to engage in
measures, which severed those ties by which the
members of his Society were united to the
Natiopal Establishment; and though they never -
assumed-the name, yet.they were reduced to the
VOL. I1. . 'K
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state of Dissenters.* Mr. Hey had long foreseen
that the measures, which were suceessively
adopted by the Methodists, would lead finally to a
secession from the Church of England. But the
several causes, which contributed to accomplish
the separation, operated in so gradual and imper-
ceptible a manner, that a large proportion of the
members of that body were not aware of their
tendency; and had it been intimated to them,
that they would open their chapels during the
hours of public service in the church, administer
the sacrameuts, bury the dead, and proceed even
to ordain presbyters and conseerate bishops, they
would have rcpelled the prediction as a rash
and improbable calumny. Subsequent events have
(ully justified that sagacity, which conducted
Mr. Hey to the determination of withdrawing
from them; and since that period the Methodist
Society has sustained no inconsiderable loss
of its members, both in England and ILreland.
who have seceded wupon principles nearly

* It is a curious fact, that this inability of the Methodists to
class themselves with any acknowledged sect of Christians,
has formed a gronnd for excluding the sons of their preachers
from one of our Universities.
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akin to those by which Mr. Hey was influ-.
enced.*

Mr. Wesley was endowed with the talents of a
legislator in no common degree, and the executive
power, which he held by an acknowledged right,
was administered with judgment, vigour, and
promptitude. His political sagacity in adapting

® ¢« At a full meecting of the stewards and leaders of the
Methodist Society in Dublin, May 23, 1815 :

“ Resolved, that, in consequence of the various reports that
have been industiiously circulated throngh Freland, ¢ that the
stewards and leaders of Dublin have changed their mind on
the important subject of the administration of the sacraments
by the Mecthodist Preachers 3’

“ That we now think it onr dnty to contradict those
reports ; that we are still of opinion, that the administration of
these ordinances by the preachers would lead to a total sepa-
ration from the Kstablishment, and, in its consequences, be
subversive of the best interests of Methodism in Ireland;
and therefore we are determined to abide by simple, primitive
Methodism.

“ Signed, on behalf of the Mceting,
¢« Arthur Keene,
« Bennctt Dugdale, } Stewards.
< Martin Keene,

“'The Remonstrance of the Trustces, Stewards, and Leaders
of the Methodist Society in Publin, presented to the Methodist®
Preacheys in Conference assembled, July, 1815, Dublin.
Printed, 1816.”

A2
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means to their ends; his wise combination of
inflexibility with condescension; his dexterity in
managing a large mass of heterogeneous materials,
s0 as to render every variety of capacity and
attainment, every shade of temper and disposition,
subservient to his great purposes ; cannot be viewed
without a mixture of surprise and admiration. When
the ready submission, which was generally yielded
to his paternal anthority by the various members of
his societies in the several quarters of the world,
is also contemplated, he may be pronounced to
have been not less remarkable as a consummate
statesman, than eminent us the tounder of a new
establishment of Christians. Mr. Hey knew well
how to appreciate the great and useful qualities of
this laborious and distinguished character; with
whom he was, likewise, united in the bonds of a
long and tender friendship : but no considerations
" of a personal naturc could induce him to concur
=in what he regarded as an unnecessary dereliction
of first prificiples, involving in its consequences a
rupture of those cords of union, by which the
Methodists were originally connected with the
Established Church.
The mode in which Mr. Hey conducted his
separation from Mr. Wesley was frank, open, and
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candid, without any hostile feeling, or breach of
christian charity. He intimated to Mr. Wesley his
desire of addressing the members of Conference,
and offering them some suggestions and advice ;
declaring, at the same time, that if they rcjected
his proposals, he could no longer remain a member
of the Methodist Society. Mr. Wesley granted
him permission to read his paper in full Conference.
Ile was listened to with patient attention during
the discussion of the ﬁl‘.b't two or threce hcads,
which related, chiefly, to the importance of the
Establishcd Church, and the original principles of
the Mcthodists: but when he was proceeding to
shew how they had departed from those principles,
some indications of uneasiness appeared among
the preachers, and Mr. Wesley remarked, ¢ that
as there was much other busincss before them,
Brother Hey must defer reading the remainder of
his paper to another opportunity.” This oppor-
tunity, however, never arrived ; whence Mr. Hcy.
was accustomed to say, that ¢ he did ITO'. leave the
Methodists,—they left him.”

The following is the substance of what Mr. Hey
delivered, and intended to deliver to the Con-
ference, on that occasion.

K 3
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Heads of a Discourse delivered (in part) to the
preachers of Mr. Wesley's Sociely, assembled
in Conference at Leeds, 1781, in the presence

of the Rev. John Wesley, by William Hey, Esq.

“ 1. THE declarations of Seripture respecting
divisions in the Church of Cluist, and the evils
which manifestly attend such divisions, shew, that
they are sinful; and therefore every thing which
leads to them should be avoided as far is con-
sistont with our living in subjcetion to God’s com-
mauds. Nothing ean justify a separation from an
Established Christian Church, unless the authority
of that Church is excreised in commauding some-
thing which God has forbidden. Every church
must have a power of determining matters indif-
ferent iu their own nature, as the mode of worship,
&c.; without this power, the worship of God
cannot be conducted, as the Apostle declares it
ought to be, decently and in order; nor would the
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custom ol the Church have hcen urged by the
Apostle as a rcason for obedience.®

2, A Christian Church, which has a settled
form of divine worship, containing all the funda-
mental doctrines of the gospel, which is framed
agrecably to the tenor of these doctrines, and
largely intermixed with the Scriptures themselves,
seems the best caleulated for maintaining the belief
of scriptural truths, and supporting the interests
of religion.

“ A pious minister ofliciating in such a church
has every thing to support h.ls preaching ; it is
backed by the prayers of the people, as well as
the authority of God’s word. An immoral or ill-
principled minister is condemned by his own
prayers, the defects of his sermons are supplied
by the other parts of his office, or his errors are
contradicted by them. The pecople are from their
infuncy trained up in the knowledge of gospel
truths, and are thereby prepared for a revival of
religion among them. Pious people are furnished
with proper forms to excite their devotion with a
godly minister ; and in the want of such an one
they caunot be deprived of the means of

* 1 Cor.i. 16,
K 1
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spiritual worship of God in their public assem-
blies.

“ 3. Since the corrnpt naturc of manczzenders it
impossible that religion should cver be uniformly
propagated in any determinate line, it is not only
of great consequence to have such a mode of
public worship as shall check the progress of
infidel principles, but also such a species of
church-government as shall make way for the
introduction of pious ministers when they are
raised up from time to time. Where a congregation
has the sole power ‘qf choosing their own minister,
and expelling him when chosen, a larger succession
of pious ministers is indeed to be cxpected, but
when the people are once become immoral and
unprincipled, their recovery is then for ever to be
despaired of. Such people will never chnose a
pious minister, who must of course be offensive to
them; and they will, for the same reason, reject
such an one, should he, after being chosen, begin
seriously to reprove their vices, and condemn thbir

vprinciples. We have a melancholy proof of the

txnth of these assertions in the present state of tho
Dissenters among us.

* That large body of orthodox and pious Clergy

* who left the Church in the last century, did not
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see the necessity of cstablishing a spiritual form of
worship, or a mode of introducing pious ministers
to fallen congregntions.

““ The scrious Dissenters must now be content
with such addresses to God as their minister
chooses to dictate, and thete is nothing left to
counterbalance his mischievous discourses, if he
likes to propagate principles of infidclity. The
choice of the ministey is in the hands of too many
to be influcnced in the choico of a good man by
secondary motives, as affinity, friendship, &c.; and
it is likewise lodged in the h of those among
whom rcligion is least to be met with, namely, the
men of riches and power. In the Church, a godly
minister may be set over a congregation from an
almost cudless variety of motives, which will have
an effect upon one person, (the patron,) though
these cannot affect a multitude of people who,
perhaps, have no common intcrest in such a matter,
but that of procuring a person who will suit their
taste.

+¢ 4. The purpose of a steady attachment to the™
Church of England was the profession of the first:
Methodists. Witness every thing that has been
written upon the subject. The most solemn appeals
have heen mudc’ for the sincerity of this profession.
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And, indeed, for a time, the constant practice of
these Methodists who were not educated Dissenters
shewed the truth ot these professions. To be a
Methodist, and a constant attendant upon the
Church-service were  strictly united. To be the
loader of a sect Wik dcprecated as ¢ hell-fire”’
And, therefore, those who assisted in some parts
of the ministerial function were constantly re-
minded, that, they were not to consider themselves
as ministers, but only as persons designed to exhort
a careless nation to flee from the wrath to come.
They were restrajged from the exercise of those
parts of the ministerial function which were
judged to be peculiar to mimsters. Great oppo-
sition has indeed been made, from time to time,
against this regulation, by those who saw the
absurdity of being ministers without exercising all
the duties of that office, and who had no attach-
ment to the Church of England; but the steady
opposition made to any encroachments upon the
original idea of mere helpers to the ministry shewed
how firmly that principle was rivetted.

*¢ 5. Notwithstanding the first ideas of a dis-
sent, and the ropeated care to avoid it; a dissent
has been for many ycars gradually approaching,
and will incvitably be the conscquence, without
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some  vigorous and sclf-denying cfforts to pre-
vent it

(L) Preaching is continned in places supplied
with pious regular ministers. Nay, the preaching
in the separatc meetings has been begun after the
coming of a godly minister, Where it had not been
before.

¢ (2.) Mcetings arc held in some places in times
of divine worship.

*¢ (3.) The intervals of the Church-service are so
filled uwp with mcetings, public and private, that
there is not time for suitable refreshment, nor
opportunity for instruncting familics in the best
seasons of leisure.

¢ (4.) Many of the most eminent in the societies
rarely come to Church; their time being filled up
by other exercises: and some never carry their
children to Church.

¢ (6.) Ministers who think it their duty to form
societies for private instruction, are looked upon
with an envious eye ; (though this has been publicly
declared to be the thimg wished for ;) persons upon
whom the preachers can have influence, are re-
quested not to attend their private instructions: it
has even bcen made inconsistent with' their attach-
ment to the Mcthodist Societv.
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“ (6.) Preachers arc discouraged from entering
into the Church, though a. support of the Church
is the professed motive of the irrcgular way of
preaching.

“ 7. If an attachment (o and improvement of
the Church of Englzﬂﬂ is to be ithe real issue of
these separate preachings, some mode of coaleseence
with the Church must be entered upon and regu-

.

larly pursued.

““ What this shall be may be gathered from the
original declarations concerning the Church, that
whenever ministers could be found that would
take the care of souls, they should be committed
to them. To this it will be objected, that thesc
ministers perhaps do not cxactly think as the
*Methodists do. To which it may be replied,
that if a coalescence is not to he made till all the
ministers of the gospel agree in non-essentials, all
idea of a coalescence is vain and imaginary: no
such thing can ever come to pass. An agreement
must be made upon the broad basis of esscntials
in doctrine and practice. If a minister believes
and teaches the doctrines of original sin, justifi-
cation through the merits of Christ, the necessity
of sanctifyiflg grace from the Spirit, and holiness
of life, he should be considered as a brother.
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Contentions about other points have done incon-
ceivable ischief,

< When this coalescence must take place is casy
to determine ; it must be while the societies have
a considerable degree of vital religion, or it will
never be done. »

«« First principles will grow weaker the fur-
ther we recede from them, and a complete sepa-
ration will gradually, and as it were insensibly,
come on.

“ Much self-denial is necessary to  complete
such a plan, but it is worthy all our cfforts.

“ The properest mean seems to be ;—

¢ 1. Cultivate an acquaintance with the minis-
ters of the Church by laying uside, as far as pos-
sible, «ll disputed matters.

2. Give up into their hands persons brought
to a religious state, and encourage their care of
them.

«“ 3. Endeavour to fill thc Church with pious
ministers.

« 4, Promote christian associations among mi-
nisters, and an attention to the state of their
flocks.

¢ 5, Let lay-assistants never lose sight of their
office, and the original principles of Methodism. ¢
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“ 6. Combine with the education of Methodist
children a constant uttendance on the Church,
learning the catechism, &c.”

Notwithstanding this dissolution: of his connexion
with the Methodists, he always cherished a sincere
regard for the pious members of that sect; and
greatly as le regretted their separation from the
Established Church,—yet he never spoke of them
in unkind and disrespectful terms. Indeed, few
men ever maintained a more friendly course of
conduct, or displayed greater candour and open-
ness of heart, than Mr. Hey, towards good men
of everv denomination of Christians.*

® ¢ There are great complaints made of the irregularities of

the Methodists, The surest means to check these irregula-
* rilies, is, for the Clergy to leurn from the Methodists what is
good in them, to adopt their zcal and concein for lost souls.
This would soon unite all that are truly good among the
Methodists to the Clergy, and disarm such as are otherwise.
And if the Methodists will hearken to one who means sin-
cevely well to all parties, let me intreat them to reverence
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their superiors, to avoid spiritual selfishness and zeal for
paiticular phrases and tenets, and not to sow divisions in
parishes and families, but to be peace-makeis, as they hope to
be called the children of God. The whole world will never be
converted, but by those who are of a truly catholic spirit.”

tlartley on Man, vol. ii. page 452.
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MISCELLANEA.

1. The Sacred Scriptures.

1. Yr. HEY had been, from an early period of
his life, a serious and diligent reader of the Holy:
Scriptures. When he was a young man, he stu-
died with great attention the several more impor-
tant controversies which have divided the christian
world ; he laboured to penetrate through the
obscurities in which many of the scriptural doc-
trines are enveloped, to clear away the difficulties
from those parts, which contain things *“ hard to
be understood,” and to obtain definite, coherent,
and adequate dnceptions of divine truth, for the
satisfaction of his own mind, and the direction of
his conduct. In thesec pursuits he was often
obstru¥ted by insurmountable ohstacles, and
perplexed by inaccessible mysteries ; und he would,

L2
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in his more mature years, lament the pride and
stubbornness of his heatt, which revolted against
the mode in which the Divine Revelation had
been communicated; where often a very scanty
portion of light was shgd on subjects most pro-
found and interesting, while mfitters upparently of
minor importance were abundantly illustrated. He
learnt, however, in due time, ¢ that secret things
belong unto God,” and that no pursuit is more
fruitless and vain, than that of attempting “ to
be wise above what is written.” Convinced that a
curious investigation of divinc mysteries is not less
‘at variance with true wisdom than with a religious
spirit, he received the communications of revealed
truth with simplicity and humbleness of mind ;
hence he became more anxious to possess a filial,
meek, teachable, and obedient spirit, than to
unravel mysteries, and explore the profundities of
divine knowledge. Mr. Hey regarded the Bible as
a practical book, teaching us what we are, and
what we ought to be; as addressed to the heart,
not less than to the understanding® and reqiiring
a certain disposition of mind, the effect of divine
grace, in conjunction with the exercise of our
intellectual powers, rightly to comprehend it.
**'The Scriptures,” said he, “ teach us to know
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God, and to lmow ourselves. The more we
advance in this hknowledge, the less we shall be
disposed to cavil at the difliculties we meet with
w the Bible, and the more profoundly we shall
bow before the djvine ’vor(-lgnty o

** He often repeated this declaration of our
blessed Lord with much feeling: ¢ If any man will
do his will, he <l know of the doctrine whether
it be of God ;' adding, if there he only a sincere .
desire to hknow the will of God and to praectise it,
as known, such a soul will not be left ignorant of
the true way of salvation. Truc religion beging
where our Lord began his Scrmon on the Mount,
m lowliness and poverty of spirit: * Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for their's is the kingdom of
heaven."”
Mr. Ilcy presetibed the three following rules

* ¢ Let all uncertwinties,” says Whichcote, ¢ lie by them-
selves in the catalogue of disputables; matters of furthes
inquiry. Let the certamnties of religion settle into constitution,
and issue in life apd practice.”

Aphorisms, Cent. vi, 547.

¢ Let those things alone without a particular determination,
about which men may be ignorant without sin; and which

men cannot determme without danger.”
Ibid. Cent. iv.

[
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to himself in the interpmtati(% of the Sacred .
Seriptures ;—

# (1.) To adopt that sensc of apparently con-
tradictory passages in which they will agrec,
without doing violence t&the expressions on either
side.

“ (2.) To explain obscure passages by those
that aré plain and clear; never foreing the plain
texts to bend to those that are obscure.

“ (3.) In ali doubtful cases, to choose that
which is practically the more safe, and agrecable
to the general tenor of Scripture.”

He illustrated those rules by the following
example :—

** Are women permitted by the New Testament,
to teach publicly in christian congregations?

¢ For the Question. ¢ Against it.
“ 1. ¢ Help those wo- * L. * Tam ordained a
men which laboured with  prcacher and an apostle;
me in the gospel.’ a teacher of the gen-

Phil. iv. 3. tiles. But I suffer not a
woman to teach, ndr to
usurp authority over the
man; but to be in si-
lence.’ .

1 Tim. ii. 7—12.
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« For the Question,

‘2. ¢ Every woman
that prayeth, or prophe-
sieth with her head un-
covered,
her head.’ 1 Cor. xi. 5.

3. * The same man
 Philip) had four daugh-
ters, virgins, which did
prophesy.” Acts xxi. 9.

“ 4. * I commend
unto you Pheebe, our
sister, which is a servant
(or deaconness) of the
church which is at Cen-
chrea ;—she hath been a
succourer of many, and
of myself also.

Rom. xvi, 1, 2.

dishonoureth »

1 #
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“ Againet it.

« 2. ¢ Let the woman
learn in silence, with all
subjection.’

1 Tim. v. 11.

- 3. * Let your wo-
men keep silence in the
churches; for it is not
permitted unto them to
speak ; and if they will
learn any thing, let them
ask their husbands at
home ; for it is a shame
for women to speak in
the church.

‘4. ‘- God hath set
some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily pro-
phets, thirdly teachers.’

1 Cor. x. 28.

5. * He gave some
apostles ; and some evan-
gelists; and some pas-
tors and teachers.’

Eph. iv. 31.
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“ 1. May not the apparently apposite passages
be made to agree? Women may labour in many
ways ; may prophesy, or assist the ministers, with-

- out being public preachers.

+¢ 2. What labouring, prophesying, and helping
is, is somewhat obscure; that women shall no?
teach, is clear and express.

¢t 3. If public teaching be confined to the men,
we are on the safe side. If we set women to teach
publicly, or speak in the churches, we contradict
an apparently plain direction of the Apostle.”

The diligence, uprightness, #nd simplicity, with
‘which Mr. Hey studied the Sacred Writings,
offer a useful and practical example, worthy the
imitation of every professor of Christianity.* He

* Mr. Hey’s love of the Scriptures increased with his years;
he not only reverenced, but delighted in them ; and the New
Testament was his constant companion in his carriage when-
ever his business carried him a few miles out of town. The

.. coincidence of Mr. Hey’s feclings on this subject, with those
of one of the greatest Prelates that ever adorned the Church
of Rome,.is too remarkable to be omitted : .

¢ Jamais il ne faisoit un voyage, dit-il n'dtre que d’une
heure ou deux, sans faire mettre dans sa voiture son Nouveau
Testament avec son Bréviare. Ce fut dans la suite nne régle

R ¢tablie’ dans toutes ses maisons, a la cour, a Paris, a la
campagne, de trouver toujours sm son burcaw unc Bible et
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did not read «them with a view to confirm pre-
conceived opinions; or to justify the tenets of any
particular party, or description of Christians: Rys
mind was frec and unincumbered by the fetters of
any received system ; and his only purpose was to
discover the plain, unadulterated meaning of the
inspired writers. He lamented the narrowness and
bigotry of those, who talked of ¢ Arminian texts
and Calvinistic texts;” as if the Bible were exclu-
sively favourable to any human scheme, or artificial
method of theology, or it were allowable to cherish
likings and aversions' to any portion or portions of’
vevealed truth. The whole of the sacred volume
mus{ be received uccording to its most natural and
obvious meaning, and agrecably to the customary
signification of th» terms; nor is it permitied to
human reason to choose and seleet, to censure or
exclude, any of the parts which may accord, morc
or lgss, with the dictates of man’s wisdom.

It has been well observed by Lord Bacon, that,,,
“as we arc obliged to obey the divine law,
though our will murmur aguinst it; so arc we

une Concordance ; il ne pouvoit s’en passer : ¢ Je ne pourrois
vivre sans cela,’ ditil,” .
? Histoire de Bossuet-tom. i. livie 1,
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obliged to belicve the word of God, though our
reason be shocked at it. For, if we should believe
oply such things as are agreeable to our reason,
we assent to the matter, not to the Author; which
is no more than we do to a suspected witness.” *

* Shaw’s Bacon, vol. i. page 261, 262
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2. u’m*lly Nociety and Amusements.

ON the first introduction of Christianity into the
world, the mythology and practices of the pagans
were so utterly at variance with the articles of
faith and the rules of life, adopted by the disciples
of Jesus, that their discordance was admitted and
acknowledged ; nor did the distinction made
hetween believers and unbelievers convey any
notion of rudeness and injustice. St. Augustine
wrote a large treatisc on the City of God, or the
Christian Church, contrasting it with the City of
Babylon, or the community of those who lived
*¢ after the course of this world ;"—men who were:
atheists, infidels, or polytheists in their principles,
and where few acknowlgdged any higher standard
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of hwrality than their civil and political instita.
tions: nor did he excite animadversion, or incur
reproach, simply on account of indicating the
dissimilarity, which obviously existed, between the”
*< children of this world, and the children of light.”
So, in the present time, it is admit¥lid that a very
great distinction exists between Heathens, Jews,
I\‘hommedans, and Christians ; nor would bigotry,
or uncharitableness, be commonly imputed to
him who should insist upon such a difference, and
assume the superior advautages of Christianity,
over the several religious institutions, which are
adopted by the various nations that people the
globe. But when a broad line of distinction is
drawn, in christian countries, between the real and
the nominal professor of our holy religion ; between
the mere formalist'and the serious believer ; between
the fuithful disciple of Jesus Christ, and hm'l* who
is endeavouring to serve ** two masters;” in short,
between the devoted servant of God, und ‘the
mere secular man, who lives under the influence
of the spirit of this world ;* this is deemed harsh

hd l% the term, spirit of this world, is mcaut, that state and
condition of mind, which seeks its felicity in worldly things,
whethitr lawful, or unlaw ful
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and offensive, and is often regarded as founded on
gross ignorance. hypocrisy, or spiritual pride. '
That an important difference between these cha-
aracters, does, however, actually exist, is the
unambiguous doctrine of the Bible, which clearly
discriminates _the ** children of God,” from the:
¢ children of the wicked one,” and predicts the
final and lasting separation which will he madegf
the righteous from the ungodly, by the just und
unerring judgment of Almighty God. Mr. Hey .
being asked his opinion concerning othe effects to
be cxpecte'd from religious persons mixing in”
worldly company, &c., observed, ¢ that a distine-
tion was to be made here, between things
unlawful, and things inexpedient ; with the former
we ought never to comply; but respecting the
latter, we must be guided by circumstances.*By
associating much with such socicty, they may be
induced to like you better, but they will not like
your religion any better ; the prospect of doing them
good is very doubtful, and the peril to yourself is
not inconsiderable. Compliances with their habits
and ciistoms may be very dangerous; they may
prove snares to those, whose best interests we
wish to serve. If we relax in our duty, wigh the
hopes of conciliating them, it would be unreasonable
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to expect, when they had reached our level, that
they should refrain from practices which we dis-
approve, but with which we had complied, in order
to win them over. They might plead the sames
necessity of compliance for the good of others,
and thus the mischief of such a system would be
endless. The true and safe way of recommending
our religion to others, is, to shew how it has
improved our natural dispositions and tempers,
and changed our pursuits and pleasures; inducing
us to study the will of God, and intend to please
Him in our conduct; to abound in love to Him
and to our fellow-creatures - then we may hope to
gain the approbation of their judgment, and may
best ensure a favoeurable answer to our prayers on
their behalf. You ask if you may introduce your
owif'sentiments in. the company of those who make
little profession of religion. Be sure to let them
see that you do not agree with them, in what you
deem improper, or inexpedient; shew the greatest
possible kindness towards those from whom you
differ, but never sanction their vain amusements,
by appearing to take an interest in them. Jesus
Christ will be ashamed of them who are afraid to
confdls him before men; and it is often better that
the simple truth should be told, than- withheld.



OF WILLIAM HRY, ESQ. 159

An entire silence may sufficiently testify our dis-
approbation on some occasions.

*“ The boundary between sin and safety is left
wobscure, that we may not venture too near the
brink of danger; we ure to avoid even the appear-
ance of evil, and it is a proof of an unsound
heart, when we wish to go as far as we can in
worldly things. By avoiding worldly company, &¢.
we shall be galled singular; but let our singularity |
consist in a singular degree of meekness, heavenly;
mindeduess, patience, and devotedness to God.,
"To those who ask if you think yourself better than |
others, you may reply, * 1 endeavour to make the
word of. God, the rule of my conduet; if you do
the same, you will answer to Him for your
motives, and so shall T; He sces what they are,
therefore He only can determine who is in ‘the
right. Our Saviour often speaks of the world as a
society to which we must not belong, especially in
St. John’s Gospel, chapter the 15th, verse 19, &ec.
< If ye were of the world, the world would love
its own; but because ye are not of the world, but
I bave called you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you.’ It appears in the 7th chapter
of this gospel,. that even the brethren of @hris¢
shewed some bitterness of spirit towards himself.
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This unkind feeling towards pious men may, be
modified in various instances, by natural affection,
by friendship, or by a sense of obligatien ; yet it
will still exist and appear, conspicuously, on cer-
tain occasions, and every true Christian will see
this truth exemplified, by experiencirig, more or
less, the enmity of ¢ the carnal mind.’”

The sentiments of Mr. Hey on playing at cards,
and on games of chance, are exhibit,% in the fol-
lowing letter, addressed to his daughter, the latc
Mrs. Jarratt. ’

22

* Lecds, June 23, 1802,

< Dear Margaret :

I write now chiefly to fulfil your wish of
hearing from me on the subject of playiljig at
cards. In every debate, some fixed principles
must be agreed upon by the parties debating;
as it is only by comparing the question’ with
these settled principles that any debate can be
hrodght to a conclusion. Let me advise you, in
any religious debate, to take this method. Settle.



OF WILLIAM HEY, ESQ. 16t

with precision the principles upon which you and
your oppt'ment agree, and you will often find that
the debate is concluded before it is begun. The
question here is this:—Is card-playing a re-
creation suitable for a real Christian! Now, then,
first agree :ﬁ)dﬁ the character of a real Christian.
This must be drawn from the Bible. Tt is one who
endeavours to do all to the glory of God, even
the most common actions of life ; who lives in the
spirit of prayer, and who thinks it his duty to shun
oven the appearance of evil. It is ono who denies
himself, and takes up his cross daily to follow
Christ. It is one who would abstain c¢ven f(rom
lawful things that would lead others into sin.
These, and other appropriate marks of a Christian,
should first Le clearly ascertained and allowed on
both sides; and then you may comparc the diver-
sion of card-playing, as it really exists, with the
allowed character of a saint.

* 1. The time employed in it is completely
thrown away, (remember * redeeming the time’ isy
one christian precept,) unless it appears, that card-
playing refreshes the body or mind, and fits one
or both for serious service. Conversation on
general subjects may be made profitable. Walks
abroad are ‘consistent with a contemplation of the

voL. 11. M
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works of God; but card-playing confines the body
confessedly, and is inconsistent with-any con-
templation of God and his glorious works. -

« 2. It is confessed that, card-playing lays a
temptation for the exercise of wrong tempers.
This temptation is not unavoidable,’i'us ntercourse
with the world is; but is voluntariFy and unne-
cessarily adopted. How is this consistent with our
daily prayers? We ought never to expose ourselves
unnecessarily to the danger of any sin. Who plays
at cards without wundue agitation of mind?
‘Without un eagerness which the 1’mportance of the
subject does not wurrant, especially if money (as
is generally the case) may be won, or lost, at
play ? .

3. Card-playing, with all gumes of hazard,
partakes of the nature of a lof, which is laying
aside our own judgment for the time, and referring
the matter to the interference of Divine Pro-
vidence. ‘The lot is cast into the lap, but the
whole disposal thereof is of the Lord.” No man
can deal a pack of cards under a lively sense of
this Scripture, (which ought always to be kept up,)
but he must refer what cards he is to play to the
determination of Providence. And is this a proper
subjeet for such an appeal to God? The thing
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forbidden by the Third Commandment is an
improper_ .appeal to God. And surely it is no
proper ground of appeal when the decision is only
what ecards shall come into my hands. We must
not call upon God to decide in any matter, unless
some importdnt conduct of our own is to be
directed, wifch we cannot determine ; or the peace
of society is to bhec preserved, and the rights of
other persons to be maintained. We ought never
to use f lot, unless we can truly say, ¢ Lord, T
submit this matter to thy decision.’

«“4. We oug%t to do all thingg to the glory of
God, so that we may conscientiously pray for a
blessing upon our recreations, as we do upon the
food we eat. But who ever thought of praying for
a blessing upon his engaging in a card party?

“5.We o:lgbt to aveid lawful things that may
injure others, or draw them to do what they think
wrong, or would hurt their minds; ¢ I will eat no
flesh while the world standeth, if flesh causeth my
brother to offend.” Let us try card-playing by this
charitable rule ; and it will decide.

¢« B. Considered as a species of gaming, various
other arguments might be used.” '

In the third objection offered against thix
M 2
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amusement, Mr. Hey assumes, that ¢ card-
playing, with all games of hazard, partakes of thc
nature of a lo; that in every lot there is an appeal
to the decision of Divine Providence; and that
this, being an improper subject of such an appeal,
is forbidden by the Third Commandment. If this
argument be valid and conclusive, tliére is an end
to all further discussion concerning the morality of
games of chance; since that which is expressly
prohibited by the law of (God must be alw;xys
unlawful.

The unqunlifpd assumption, «%hat in every lot
there is an appeal to the decision of Divine Pro-
vidence,” is not to be admitted without some fur-
” ther inquiry; for, if it can be shewn, that there is
not an inseparable conjunction between casting a
lot and an appeal to the Deity, then “it will follow
that a game of chance, whatever resemblance it
may wear to the casting of a lot, does not come, by
a necessary consequence, within the prohibition of
the Third Commandment.

By the Third Commandment all rash, light,
wanton, and profane use of the name of A.lmxghty
God, is solemnly interdicted; a violation of this
precept implying a criminal defect of that internal
respect, that awful reverence, which is due from a
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creature to the Supreme Being: but, whether
every profanation of the divine name implies an
appeal to Him, is, at the least, very disputable.
The taking of an oath is always a solemn appeal
to the Deity, expressly avowed by him who
tukes it: hence, swearing is a religious act, sacred
in its nature, by which the Supreme Being is
invoked in  attestation of the truth of what is
affirmed. The lot 1s a method, arbitrarily imposed,
or cmployed by agreement, of determining by a
casnal or conjjngent event, some doubtful or
litigated matter. This mode of decision has been
warranted by divine authority, on certain special
occasions ; and, when thus commanded, the direc-n‘
tion, or interposition, of his providence, was rea-
sonably expected. But a positive precept, deli-
vered under particular circumstances by the
Supreme Legislator to certain individuals, is not
to be interpreted into the promulgation of a general
law ; nor is 2 new quality to be assigned to actions,
on the ground of their having received the sanc-
tion of God on some extraordinary occasions. An
individual, or a body of men, may convey to an
Jncident, by a voluntary act, something of a reli-
gious character, not inhering in it originally : but
this would only regard themselves; for it is the
‘M 3
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purpose and intention accompanying the act,
which infuses into it the nature of a moral obliga-
tion; whereas, antecedently to this compact, pur-
pose, or intention expressed, or implied, it may
have been purely indifferent. It ought therefore
to be clearly shewn, that every lot, either in its
nature or by positive institution, partakes of a
sacred character and is a religious act; or it
cannot be admitted that card-playing is of the
essence of an appeal to the Deity.

In exercising skill and diligence in the manage-
ment of our affairs, we commit the result of our
exertions to the.disposition of a gracious Provi-
dence; when we voluntarily suspend such opera-
tions, and refer the issue of any particular concern
to a decision by lot, we likewise submit the dis-
posal of it to the same Divine Providence : but
we are told that, m the former casc, we depend
upon the ordinary course of the providence .of
God: in the latter, that we solicit an extraordinary
interposition of the Deity. Now, is there any
ground for supposing that the interference of the
Supreme Being, in the production and regulation
of events, which to us are fortuitous or contingent,
is of another kind and order from that which he
exercises in events which flow from human
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forethought and preparation? Have we any proofs
of the exercise of a miraculous power on such
occasions ; or are there any rules, by which the
extraordinary can be distinguished from the ordi-
nary providence? There is, indeed, a safe and a
sound sense in which it must be affirmed, that
God is the cause of things; no event, great or
small, being exempted from his jurisdiction and
control : yert it mrst also be admitted, whether we
can reeoncile the proposition or not, that he is not
so exclusively the cause as to munihikate all agency
in created beings. Now, until it can be proved
that he is the cause of those events, which are
resigned to chance, or hazard, in’a higher or more
immediate sense, than he is the cause of those
connected with the science and industry of men,
the most important pait of the argument used by
Mr. Hey must be abandomrd.. It may still indeed
be contended, that an appeal i8 made ; but, unless
it can be shewn that the consequent event may be
properly resolved into the effect of a particular
volition of the Deity, the appeal stands without a
decision, and is a crime committed in vain*

* If the issue of every instance of sortilege may be re-
garded as declarative of the good pleasure of the Supremne

AV ¢
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-

It would seecm, however, that games of skill
or address” are exempted from the charge of
infringing the Third Commandment, while games
of chance are 'oaded with the imputation of pro-
faneness. It is incumbent on the maintainer of
this proposition to shew, that a chess-player is less
dependant upon his Maker for success, than a
player at dice, or any other game of hazard; that
good fortune or failure in the one implies the
cxercise of a particular volition of the Deity, but
not in the other.

It may perhaps be alleged, that, by whatever
laws such events are regulated, whether the appli-
cation be generally fruitless and unavailing, or
not, still an appeal is made to the Supreme Being
upon an improper occasion. Now, if such an
appeal be indeed made by all those who play at
games of hazard, this must be done either with the
knowledge and intention of the appellant, or with-
out the consciousncss of any such purpose. There

Being, men could always have recourse to an infallible guide,
and would incur moral guilt if they resisted the deteymination.
It may likewise deserve c:msideration, how far certaip kinds
of insurance, tontines, &c. would fall under the descri;)tion of
games of hazard, and if »0, they would be involved in the
general censwmie.
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will be little danger of contradiction in aflirming,
that no such reference to thc arbitration of the
Supreme Being is commonly intended, or even
thought of by him who deals the cards, or throws
the dicc ; therefore, unless there be something so
sacred and vencrable in the very nature of deter-
minations founded on casual events, that they
always imply a profanation of religion, and are
malum per se, the absence of such an intention,
and an ignorance of their quality, will so far reduce
them to the state of indifferent acts.

A lot is not a medium instituted by divine
appointment  for the discovery of an unknown
truth, the determination of a differcnce, or the
deeision of a doubt ; no man is therefore warranted
to regard it as declaring the mind and will of
God; this would be the converting of it into an
oracle. Nor is the lot an authgrized guide and
director of our conduct, to which rccourse may be
had in cases of difficulty: such an expedient
would be a dereliction of the capacities, talents,
and experience with which we may be furnished,
to follow a contingent cvent, a fortuitous occur-
rence, 45 the rule of life and action.

This would, in most cases, be absolutely
unlawful ; it would do violence to thc¢ common
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sense and feeling of mankind, and precipitate men
into monstrous errors and endless absurdities. A
subject of the stute, a member of a ciyil commu-
nity, is not at liberty to adopt on every occasion,
what hec may view, in bis private opinion, as the
best and shortest means of accomplishing even a
laudable purpose. He must conform to the legal
institutions and authorized customs of the society,
to which he belongs; always bearing in mind the
apostolic maxim, that “ no man is crowned, unless
he strive lawfully.” 18 the legal conductors of a
suit at law should agree among themselves, to
refer the matter contested to the decision by lot;
it may be doubted whether the loging client would
rest satisfied on being told, that by such an appeal
to the tribunal of the¢ Supreme Judge, he had
obtained an infallible expression of the divine will
and pleasure.

If the generals of two hostile armies should
conclude on deciding the contest by lot and not
by battle, they would be considered as failing
egregiously in their duty, since they were sent out

to fight, not to cast lots: and althe their
respective sovereigns might believe, casual

events are as much under the direction of the
Deity, as defeat, or victory; vet the unsuccessful
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monarch would, probably, not allow this to be as
cligible a mode of ascertaining the justice of his
cause, and learning the mind and the will of God,
as a general engagement.

If, by a mutual compact, the arbitration of a
disputed point be submitted to the decifion by
lot, then it may acquire the quality of a moral
obligation ; not becanse the lot has any thing
essentially sacred in its nature; but hecause it is
every man’s duty to be faithful to his engage-
ments.

If the drawing of lots always implies a solemn
appeal to the Divine Providence, it is a very
qm-slionul;lo mode of proceeding; since we have
no clear, legitimate warrant tfrom God, under our
present dispensation, to make such an appeal; no
promise that he will sauction it by a dircet inter-
position.

The greater or less important occasions, upon
which men have recourse to it, can make no
difference in the moral character of the action. An
unauthorized appeal is justly exposed to censure,
be the object what it may: but if it derive all its
sanctity from the purpose and intention of those
who resort to it, then in all other cases it mus} be
an indifferent act, giving no higher indication of
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the divine will and pleasure, than any common
mode of resolving a doubt, or adjusting a dif-
ference. Men are not at liberty to abandon the
guidance of reason, judgment, and experience in
conducting their secular affairs, to follow the pre-
cariol® dircction of a contingent event, as an
infallible oracle ; yet, a lot may be lawfully
employed in terminating a dispute, or preventing
contention. When those concerned agree to adopt
this medium, it is merely a civil affair, a matter of
convention, and may be set aside at the will of the
contracting parties ; but if the lot were always an
expression of the divine will and plepsure, the
annulling of the decision would be an act of bold
disobedience.

To deny the never-ceasing agency of Divine
Providence, would be profane and impious; yet,
to look for a declaration of the divine will, to
solicit an extraordinary interposition of the divine
power through the medium of contingent and for-
tuitous events, would be to outrage reason and
common sense ; it would be pregnant with incal-
culable mischief, and bear too hear a resemblance
to the great sin of tempting God. Impatience of
doubtmg is onc great feature of the human cha-
racter, and he who pursues after cerfainty by
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resigning himself to the guidance of chance, is
like the man who closes his eyes, that he may walk
confidently and securely throngh

~—— ¢ the maze and winding labyrinths of the world.”

The following letter will explain the occasion on
which the paper on chance was composed, and the
reason of ils appearing in this place. The neat,
perspicuous, and conclusive manner in which the
argument is conducted, while it contributes a
valuable addition to the preceding discussion, will

afford a gratification to every philosophical reader.

Hertingfordbury, near Hertford,
“ Friday, July 20, 1821.

“ My dear Sir;

“You recollect communicating to me openly,
last May, your own thoughts upon one particular
apgument of my late brother William Hey, whose
life you are preparing for the press, respecting
cards and similar amusements. This induced me
to write down a few remarks, of which the chief
substance had occurred to me at different times,
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for some years past: and I consented, at your
request, that, with your own remarks, mine also
might be inserted in your intended publication.

“ But, you know, I declined, at that time, to
annex my name to them. Yet you and I agreed
decidedly, that a person who lays his thoughts
before the public is responsible to that public for
what he publishes, and ought, in gencral, to let
his name appear. We admitted that there are a
few allowable exemptions. And 1 felt inclined to
bring my present case within them, lest any reader
should blame me justly or unjustly. But, on reflec-
tiont and a little consultation with friends, I am
induced®to annex my name : in which T have had
your approbation.

““ Itis free, I trust, from any culpable feeling
towards a brother, who has, on different occasions,
encouraged me in friendly discussion; and from
whom, though we did not live together, I have
frequently expericnced active kindness, as well as
affection; and, I will venture to add, esteem.

“T am truly,
“Your's,
+« RICHARD HEY.”

¢ To John Pearson, Exq.”
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‘“ What is chance? What do we mean when we
say an event happens by chance ?

« It seems to me, that, if’ we exclude those
superstitious persons who consider chance as some
existent being, our meaning is that the event takes
place without any cause.

< But, though a person may mean this by the
expression, it mav fairly be doubted, 1 think,
whether a reflecting mind can really believe that
any event does so tahe place. -

T w Conccive a die put into u dice box, and
thrown out on a board in the usual way.
Suppose it to turn up an ace. We say this is by
chance. But, if my perceptions were c(')mpetcnt
to following the die through all the steps of opera-
tion, so us (0 sec clearly every impualse which the
die receives, the direction and power of each
impulse, and the face or angle, &c¢. on which it is
made,—impulses from the hand, from the box,
from the hoard, and if 1 had a perfect mechanical
knowledge of the nature und cffect of each
dmpulse ; then I shounld perceive that the ace was a
natural “_an& necessary consequence of the impulses
received by the die; and 1 should not say or feel
that the ace was owing to chance ; any more than
a carpenter, striking upon a nail, calls or feely
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it chance, when the nail sinks into any substance
under his stroke.

«The following of the die through all its
impulses, and motions, being quite impossible to
human power, it is, to man, the same thing as if
the ace turned up without any cause at all. Hence
man says it turns up by chance.

< If the above be correct, we seem to have no
ground for saying that the Deity causes the ace,
otherwise than by having impressed certain laws of
matter and motion upon the die, the box, the
board, and the human hand, and certain laws of
volition, &c. upon the human mind. This does not
amount to any direct interference in an individual
event of the turning up of any one face of the
die. N

‘¢ Suppose me, then, to amuse myself by throw-
ing dice from a box, and observing the faces
turned up. 1 do not thereby call upon God for
any interference in the subject of my amusement;
unless my expectation of his preserving or
upholding his own established laws of matter and
motion can be so termed. If nothing bésides this
eould be urged against gaming, it would appéar
to be perfectly innocent. Its guilt is to be
sought elsewhere : in its irrationality, pursued
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as sometimes it is, and in its drcadful conse-
quences.

“ So, in a game at cards, the hand dealtto any
person at the table may be said to come by chance ;
because, to the confined penectration of man, it is
the same as if that hand of cards had come
without any cause. But, if any superior being
could see the order in which the cards of any pack
lie, when it is placed in a closed state, on the
table, and could follow completely the motions of
every card, while they are shuflled, moved about,
and dealt; with every impulse, &c.; he would
perceive that the hand dealt to the individual was
a natural consequence of what had passed. ’

«“ Therefore all games, called games of chance,
appear to hﬁ cleur of the imputation cast upon
them as including an irreverent or improper appeal
to God; except a person who uses them does
himself refer them to the Deity with an irreverent
or improper feeling in his own mind. And then the
fault is in his use of the game: in his misuse or
abuse of it, we may say.

& Wher*I employ myself in any operations upon
matter, there are three different feelings with
which I may do it. I may do it with a grateful
reference to the Being who has impressed such

vOor. 11. N
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laws on matter, and given such powers to me, that
I can make matter subservient to my uses and my
pleasure: or I may do it indifferently, as it may
be called when no reference to the Deity passes
in the mind: or I may do it with an irreverent
and impious reference to that powerful benevolent
Being. This last may be in various degrees: from
such as are not perceptible to by-standers,—mnot
alhways perhaps, uccompanied with consciousness
in the agent,—up to the direful imprecationg of
the maddened gamester.

“ And, if T should play at cards or dice with a
gentle feeling of the first sort upon my mind; is
there any thing, in Scripture or reason, which pro-
nounces this to be blameable 2 Is not our concep-
tion of the Supreme Being such asgo exclude all
idea of difficulty from his attention to every the
smallest particle of matter, to every the most
minute event? Therefore, although we are not
required to keep our minds in a constant state of
contemplation upon him through all such events, it
cannot be blameable to bend our thoughts towards
him on any event, great or small. It is the mode
of doing this, which must make it right or wrong.
Gratitude to an earthly benefactor, in small things,
is commended; as well as in great. It marks a
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good mind. It may indeed be carried to excess:
because, by its minuteness, it may molest an
earthly benefactor. This we know to be impossible
in the case of our heavenly Benefactor.

““On the whole, it seems that the objection
made to games of chance, as contrary to the Third
Commandment, is not valid.

“ May 14, 1821." “R. H.”

It must be obvious to the attentive reader, that
the foregoing remarks on lots have no direct
reference to the question coucerning the expe-
diency, or inexpediencey, of playing at cards. The
general principles and particular remurks contained
in Mr. Hey's letter, are deserving of the most
serious consideration ; since the manner in which
we dispose of our time, and the example we give
to others, can never be a light and unimportant
matter. The recreations that are selected should
be innocent in their nature, indulged in with
moderation and sobriety, pursued rather because
they are tiseful and mnecessary, than for the mere
purposes of gratification. Whatever dreams the
votaries of amusement and pleasure may cherish,
it may be reasonable to remind them, that man is

N 2
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not his own master; that nothing can be more
stupid and senseless, than to’live and act as if the
world were made for an intelligent being, as we
are told the sea was for the Leviathan, * to tuke
his pastime therein.” *

In the year 1771, Mr. Hey published some
observations in the Leeds news-paper, on the
immoral character of theatrical entertainments.
A reply to these soon appeared in a subsequent
news-paper, written by Mr. Tate Wilkinson, ghe
manager of the York Theatre. The controversy,
thus commenced, was carried on with much spirit,
and was drawn out to a very considerable length.
Mr. Hey cxhibited to his oppunent unequivocal
proofs of the profancness, indecency, and sophis-
tical morality of the stage, by numerous quota-
tions from dramatic writings, contrasted with the
language of the Sacred Scriptures. Mr. Wilkinson
began his defence of the theatre by attempting to
reply to Mr. Hey's arguments ; but he soon adopted
" the more popular mode of repelling the force of -

* ¢ Tous ceux qui s’aband t & la mol ct aux deli
sont opposés, i Jesu-Christ, ils sont ses ennemis. Au bien de
se crucitier eux-mémes, ils erucifient de nouveau le Sauveur.”

Iust. Chret. tom. i.
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his antagonist’s reasoning, by employing sarcastic
and illiberal remarks, by low buffoonery, by the
ridicule of what he was pleased to call austere
morality, and by declamatory appeals to the senti-
ments, customs, and passions of mankind, in former
days, as well as in our own times.

Mr. Hey considered the stage as a school of
immorality, where the strongest passions and pro-
pensities of human nature were excited and che-
rished ; where true delicacy and native modésty
must be frequently tortured, or greatly impaired ;
where gross sin is treated with levity, or only
assailed by wit and raillery; where the visitant
must sit to hear profaneness, ribaldry, and impu-
rity of discourse, heightened and animated by
tones and gesturcs, which are calculated to convey
the impressions, with irresistible force, into the”
very centre of the soul. He conceived that, few
considerate persons would choose to become actors
themselves, or would be gratified by seeing their
sons and daughters exhibiting themselves upon the
stage ; nor would they countcnance an indiscri-
minate use of the language of the theatre in their
private and domestic retirements. He inquires,
how a Christian who regards it as highly criminal
to cursc and swear and talk indecently, can hire

N3
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persons, for his own diversion, to profane the name
of Almighty God by oﬂ‘erin}; solemn appeals to
him, by passionately invocating his interposition,
and by uttering imprecations, upon his fellow-
creatures. He, likewise, adduced proofs from
various dramatic writers, that citations from the
Sacred Scriptures are often introduced with a
censurable irreverence and indecent levity, and
that piety itself is exposed to ridicule and con-
tempt, by the disgusting, or ludicrous, form under
which it is exhibited.

Mr. Hey then concludes with some queries,
which it may be useful to transeribe.

* 1. Are not they who hire and employ others
fo commit sin, as guilty as those that commit it?

*+ 2. Are not they who hire persons to talk pro-
fancness and indecency, (which they do who attend
the theatre,) us guilty as those who talk profanely
and indecently themselves !

“ 3. Can any one justly think himself endued
with love to God, who does not earnestly desire
and endeavour to keep God’s commandments?
And will not our desire to please God be always
in proportion to our abhorrence of that which is
hateful and. displeasing to him? Jf so;

‘4. Have not they who will not forego an
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an  amuscment, abounding with that which is
hateful and displeasing to God, just reason to
conclude, that they are lovers of pleasure, more
than lovers of God

5. Is it not the character of fools to make a
moch of sin?

“ 6. Are not filthiness, foolish tulking, and
jesting, (those constant ingredients of stage wit,)
ranked among the sins which ought to have no
place among Christians, and on account of which,
the wrath of God will most certainly” come upon
the children of disobedience "

The question concerning  the cxpediency  or
inexpediency of cncouraging, or tolerating, thea-
trical entertainments, had engaged the attention of
philosophers wund legislators, prior to the introduc-
tion of Christianity. Both Plato and Cicero cen-
sured the theatre, regarding dramatic representa-
tions as most injurious to the morals, and detri-
mental to the welfare, of the republic.

Several of the most eminent fathers and learned
divines ol the Christian Church, have reprehended
and condemned them, as being altogether at
variunce with the precepts of our Saviour and his
Apostles, and tending to the subversion of piety
and moraulity ; and it is by this rule, their agreement

N4
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with the language of the New Testament, or their
inconsistence with it, that the merits of the subject
in dispute should be examined and decided. Men
may talk largely and eloquently on the innocence
of diversions, on the expediency of amusements,
on the advantages of recreation, and while they
discuss these subjects abstractedly und metaphy-
sically, they are not likely to encounter any mate-
rial opposition. It were, however, a mere waste of
time and strength to contend about such proposi-
tions ; for vﬁio denies that men require rest after
fatigue, relaxation from study, and recreation after
close attention to business?

When truisms of this kind are triumphantly
brought forward, as decisive of the controversy
about dramatic entertainments, one cannot but
suspect a design of throwing dust into the eyes of:
an opponent, of withdrawing attention from the
point on which the argument really hinges, and of
shedding specious colours on sentiments which
cannot bear a rigorous inquisition. It is the common
artifice of a disingenuous, or the error of a preju-
diced disputant, to merge the particular point of
debate in some general and irrefragable truth. Of
such sophistry it is necessary to beware; and to
hear in mind that the question now hefore us, is,



OF WILLIAM IHEY, ESQ. 185

not whether the law of God forbid recrcation in the
weneral, but whether it sanction or condemn those
amuscments, to which the play-house is conse-
crated ;—whether, in short, scenical exhibitions
are in harmony with the genius, spirit, and ten-
dency of Christianity ? If they agree with the
plain, obvious precepts, which are delivered in the
Gospels and Epistles, no objection, founded upon
the accidental abuse of the drama, will prove an
attendance on the theatre to be unlawfyl: but if it
can be shewn, that an irreconcileable disagree-
ment exists between the compositions performed
on the stage, and the declarations of the New
Testament, no arguments, founded on the bene-
ficial effects which may be occasionally derived
from them, can be udmitted as valid in their justi-
fication, or sanction a Christian in his patronage of
the theatre.

The Sacred Scriptures forbid all profanation of
the name of God; the introduction of that holy
name on light und frivolous occasions; all trivial
and ubnecessary appeals to the Deity, or wanton
invocation of Him ; all imprecation of evil against
our fellow-creatures. But plays abound with ex-
pressions and declamations directly at variance
with this prohibition; and bave, conscquently, a
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manifest tendency to teach and encourage profune
cursing and swearing.

The word of God censures all immodesty and
impurity of discourse, or gesture. [tinculcates the
duties of self-government, of controlling and regu-
lating the affections- and passions; a wise mode-
ration, and a religious reserve, in the indulgence
of the most pure and disinterested, as well as of
the more selfish and animal, propensities of our
nature. But plays exhibit pride, ambition, vanity,
cmulation,‘ revenge, envy, hatred, lying, sensuality,
&ec. under circumstances which often divest them
of their revolling characters, which tend to awaken
and invigorate in the minds of the spectators many
of the worst passions that can infest and agitate
the bosom ; and invest them with a spurious noble-
ness and brilliancy. The passion of love, with all
its satellites good and bad, forms a constituent
part of almost every dramatic exhibition; and it is
equally the undeniable purpose of the author and
the actor, by the most appropriate and impassioned
language, by un ingenious arrangement of difficul-
ties and distresses, by those expressive signs in
action which all may comprehend, and none can
misunderstand, to cxcite emotion and tumult in
the minds of the spectators; to send them home
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with hearts glowing with all the ardours of the
passion, which has been represented before their
eyes.

While receiving lessons so congenial to the
sensual part of the human constitution, the spec-
tators are instructed further in the several arts
of simulation, hypocrisy, deceit, unfaithfulness,
treachery. By a frequent and specious display of
the malevolent passions, their odious agencies
become familiar; thus they lose mucl.,! of their
doformity, and instead of exciting horror and dis-
gust, too frequently conciliate the sympathy and
kindly feelings of the audience. Men are taught
the expressions of uncontrolled resentment, deter-
mined hatred. implacable malice, and furious
revenge, rendered more forcible by the aid of
eloquence, and sharpened with all the asperity that
the most rancorous malignity can infuse. Their
ears are accustomed to the terms generous pride,
noble ambition, honourable revenge, justifiable
retaliation ; and to hear a train of immoral tempers
softened, or adorned, by specious epithets, calcu-
lated to conceal their sinful and detestable cha-
racter, and consequently to sustain and cherish
them in the hearts of these who delight in the
amusements of the stage.
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He who has learncd practically to regard murder
as an affair of honour, seduction as a piece of
gallantry, adultery as an amiable weakness, the
successful usurpation of the rights of another as
skill and dexterity, may enjoy some consideration
in the eyes of his fellow-creatures; but, in the
judgment of the holy and righteous Governor of
the universe, he is worthy of death. Assuredly
then the school, wherein principles, which naturally
issuc in such practices, are taught and impressed
with all the power and art of dramatic illusion,
must be an institution, the direct tendency of
which is to sow the sceds of vice, to nurture
moral depravity, and to corrupt the manuers of the
visitants.

The advocates of the stage have commonly
agserted, that it is a school of morality, where
exorbitant passions are restrained and corrected,
where licentiousness is censured and degraded,
and vice and folly receive the castigation of con-
tempt and ridicule. But whatever may have been
the good intentions of dramatic authors, and per-
formers on the stage; if it has been proved, again
and again, that their morality is spurious, and
commonly at variance with that taught in the
Holy Scripturcs; if expericnce has demonstrated,
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that the animated exhibition of culpable passions
tends to foster them and promote their growth,
rather than to blight them and destroy their fer-
tility ; if sin be of too serious and awful a nature
to be made the subject of wit, merriment, and
sportive effusions; then the supporters of the
theatre have lamentably failed of their purpose ;
they have diffused and aggravated the malady by
the very means, which they have adopted for its
extinction.

It might be presumed, if experience did not
cvince the contrary, that those who consider them-
selves to be Christians, who have ‘¢ promised and
vowed in their baptism to renounce the devil, and
all his works, thc pomps and vanities of this
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh;”
that those who have not only entered into this
solemn engagement, but have subscquently ratified
it, would require few arguments to dissuade them
from frequenting such dangerous amusements.
But mistaken, or inadequate, conceptions of the
extent and purity of the divine laws, misconcep-
tions of the nature and requisitions of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, and the attractive power of this
world on those who live within the sphere of its
magnetic influence, combine to render the heart
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and affections an casy prey to the seductive and
fascinating illusions which people its atmosphere.
The predominance of a worldly temper and spirit
is inconsistent with the reality of religion, as it
implies the absence of a true relish for objects
which are spiritual and divine:* thesc sublime
excellencies must be distasteful to persons, whose
unsatiated cravings lead them to seek enjoyment
in the harassing amusements and turbulent plea-
sures of a restless and disordered world.+ It would
be a great mistake, if these votaries of pleasure
were to suppose, that a detachment from the
tumult of gaiety, and the hurry of dissipation,
was the result of a stupid incapacity for such gra-
tifications, that it implicd the prevalence of gloomy
moroseness, or melancholy, or that the pious man
was perpetually doing violence to his inclinations,
and exercising a rigorous constraint on his desires
and propensities. No;—he renounces all these
glittering shows as mere inanities, insipid, spiritless,

* « Tota vita Christiani boni, sanctum desiderium est.”
St. Augustin.

t+ “ There is no plainer mark,” says a pious writer, ¢ of an
unrenewed soul, than a love of the vanities of this present evil

world, and an indifference to the great realities of eternity.”
Bradley’s Sermons.
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unsuited to his state and condition as a candidate
for heaven, as an heir of immortality.* The heart
and affections of a Christian have received a new
direction 3 his wants, his pleasures, and his enjoy-
ments, are of a higher order; those beams which
have descended into his soul {from the chambers of
heaven have impaired and obscured the lustre of
inferior objects, by disclosing their emptiness and
vanity. T His rcnovated’ spirit moves through the
groups of shadowy and unsubstantial forms which
solicit his regard, as the well-informed traveller
crosses the burning sands of Lgypt or Arabia: he
presses forward, unseduced by those atmospherical
illusions which mock the scorched and thirsty pas-
senger with fantastic visions of groves und streams,

* ¢ Ainsi les saints joiiissent de Diew, parce quils ne
s'attachent par amour qu’a lui seul; et, ils usent de toutcs les
choses créés, parce qu’ils les rapportent i cette seule fin qu’ils
ont de tendre a Dieu et de joilir de lui,”

Instructions Chretiennes, tom. i. page 291.

t ‘ Delectationcs non amittimus, sed mutamus.”
Gregor. in Job.

+ ¢ Lorsque le Saint Esprit assiste une ame par sa grace, il
lui inspire au lieu de sa mauvaise concupiscence, et de ce désir
déreglé qui la portc au mal, une concupiscence sainte, et nn
plaisir celeste qni lni donne une joye et nne satisfaction de
faire le bien.” St. August. apnd Singlin.
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expecting no shade or refreshment, where he
knows that aridity, barrenness, and desolation,
have fixed their perpetual residence.

To pretend that the same persons can be devout
worshippers of God, take delight in his service,
and intend a sincere conformity to his revealed
will, who require the gratification of theatrical
amusements, is a palpable contradiction, for it
implies a hatred of profanencss and indelicacy,
combined with a delight in contemplating those
vices as they are reflected in the dramatic mirror.
Neither would the plea, that this indulgence is not
frequently allowed, but is a rare and occasional
amusement, diminish, in any degree, the force of
the arguments against it. If it be consistent with a
truly religious spirit to visit the theatre three times
in the year, it is eqpally consistent to visit it thirty
times in the year. To resort thither frequently, or
seldom, may indicate the degree in which the pas-
sion for dramatic representations exists, but cannot

_change the quality of the action. Whatever is evil
in its own nature, is always evil, whether the
humber of criminal acts be few or many: the
measure of crime may be varied, but the essential
character of the sin remains unaltered. Let the
professor of Christianity consider further, that the



OF WILLIAM HEY, ESQ. 1923

life of a man ought to have some consistency with
his prayers, if he would avoid the guilt of hypo-
crisy. Every Christian who uses the Lotd’s Prayer,
requests that he may not be led into temptation,
but be delivered from evil; yet he cannot enter
the theatre without encountering the most dan-
gerous temptations, and deliberately exposing his
virtue and piety to trials calculated to subvert
every good purpose, and corrupt every holy dispo-
sition of the heart. To be sincere and upright,
implies a correspondence of the words with the
actions ; when, therefore, the vocal expression of
desires is unconnected with suitable, internal dis-
positions of the heart, the truth and integrity of
such a person may be justly impeached. He who
regards prayer as a mere formal ceremony, a
mechanical conformity of gestures with words,
imposing no moral obligation on the supplicant,
may justly assume that hungering and thirsting
after theatrical amusements is not incompatible with
that hollow scheme of religion, which he audaciously
endeavours to put off upon his Creator. But for any
one to suppose it compatible with hungeringuand
thirsting after righteousness,” and with the reality
of spiritual devotion, is an instance of self-deception
not the less deplorable for being common.
VoL, 1I. ' 0
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If any who profess to lead a devout and holy
life, can be comfortable and contented with a
course of such pharisaical services, let them seri-
ously and honestly consider, whether a divided
heart can be acceptable to God ; whether a supreme
desire of sanctification can exist in a mind capti-
vated by the blandishments of fashionable plea-
sures ;* and whether the incongruous union of reli-
gious formalities with devotedness to the world,
will receive the final approbation of that righteous
Judge, who has declared, that ¢ without holiness,
no man shall sce the Lord.” “* Tl faut &tre uniforme
dans la pieté; Dieu et le culte qu’on lui doit, est
indivisible.”

* ¢ Tout ce que nous aimons, nous devient comme un Dieu,
et nous y mettons notre repos.—La passion dominante de
chacun devient son Dien.” It is the remark of a heathen
poet ; —

“ Sua cuique Deus fit dira cupido.”
Virgil. ZEneid. lib. ix.
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General Observations on the Character and

Conduct of Mr. Hey.

AMONG the distinguishing features in the character
of Mr. Hey. were firmness, decision, and consis-
tency. 'The law of God was the grand rule of his
life; his standard of duty was exact and high;
and his practice was tormed upon the example of
Jesus Christ, whom he endeavoured to imitate as
his model, and to follow as his guide.

His firmness and decision were of the most
unbending nature : what he clearly saw to be right,
he heartily embraced, and pursued the course of
duty steadily and without shrinking. When _his
mind was once thoroughly convinced of the ]:ro-
priety of engaging in any undertaking, he was

o2 ’
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neither defective in courage nor perseverance, but
went forward, through ‘¢ evil report and good
report,” disheartened by no difficulties, and never
deterred by the prospect of painful and expensive
sacrifices. He could endure the reproaches of men
more easily than the rebukes of his own con-
science ; and whenever his own ease, or interest,
or ;eputation. stood in competition with ' s fidelity
to God, his self-renunciation was prompt and
decisive.

There were in the conduct of Mr. Hey a beau-
tiful proportion and consistency, which displayed
the inherent force and uniform activity of the
principles by which he regulated himself. He was
perfectly free from the unsteadiness of those who
live under the dominion of humour and caprice ;
and from that uncertainty of judgment and action
which results from the impulses of whim and fancy,
of prejudice or passion. Tf he committed errors,
(and who is exempted from imperfection?) they
were the errors of a simple, upright, and well-
intentioned mind. Those who were well acquainted
with‘him could generally predict. what his senti-
ments and conduct would be, on ordmary or extra-
ordmar) occasions ; and they entertained no appre-
heusions lest the cause of truth, and justice, and
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equity, should be, on any occasion, betrayed by
partiality, by fear, or by folly.

Mr. Hey shewed much fidelity and tenderness
in rebuking sin, at convenient opportunities. He
sometimes attempted this by a significant silence,
and gravity of countenance, which strongly marked
his disapprobation ; at other times he would freely
cxpress his sense of the evil ; but his reproofs
were mild and gentle, commonly given in grivate,
and not always at the moment when the fault was
committed. **The person reproved,” he would
remarh, ¢ feels himself always placed in a situation
inferior 10 the veprover; this wounds the pride
of the offending party, and indisposes him to
reecive  the  reproof with a  suitable temper.
Whenever we undertake the delicate  office of
giving reproof, we must therefore endeavour to
convince the person, that we saffer pain in per-
forming the duty, and enter upon it with reluctance.
We ought to begin our admonition by expressing
a fear of offending, and conduct oursclves with
that genuine kindness and humility by which the
delinquent shall feel himself treated as our superior;
this will tend to engage his attention; it may
remove or lessen the irritation excited, and perhaps
conciliate him to a compliance with his duty.” He

o3
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greatly admired this beautiful proverb of Solomen ;
¢ As an ear-ring of gold, and as an ornament of
fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient
ear.”

The following copy of a note was found in his
desk after his decease ; but the name of the person

to whom the rebuke was directed is not known.

“ Dear Sir;

*“ [ hope you will excuse me for mentioning to
you, that, in the conversation which we had this
morning, on an important political subject, you
repeatedly used the sacred name of the Almighty
as a mere expletive,—(Good God!) And allow me
to submit to vour consideration. whether such a
use of that name is not forbidden by the Third
Commandment.

“ I am, your’s, respectfully,
“ WiLLiam Hey.”

"Mr. Hey's readiness to relieve the wants of the
poor and needy, and his liberal contributions to
vatious benevolent institutions. with the time and
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labour which he dedicated to those that were
established in and about the place of his resi-
dence, have been already noticed. But his bene-
ficent exertions did not terminate here. He availed
himself, likewise, of favourable occasions to con-
verse with his patients and others, into whose
company he was brought, on religious subjects.
“ It has been collected from some hints which he
once let fall, that he rarely entered a sick room
without offering up a secret prayer to Almighty
God, on the behalf of those whom he was attend-
ing ; and was always willing, when suitable oppor-
tunities occurred, to unite with them in acts of
devotion.”

Many instunces might be recorded of the bene-
ficial and lasting effects, which resulted from the
hints and suggestions offered by him in the hours
of sorrow and aflliction.

In the distribution of books he was circumspect
and judicious ; first ascertaining the character of
his patient, and the state of his mind, before he
determined on the publications that were best
adapted for his improvement. The hook he most
frequently recommended was Dr. Doddridge’s
** Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul:” on
some occasions he selected Mr. Wilberforce’s

’ o4 .
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“ Practical View,” and the writings of Mrs.
Hannah More; and, where he thought a lithe
excitement was wanting, he added the beautiful
tracts of the Rev. Legh Richmond. He would
place Milner’s Church History in the hands of
Clergymen.

As Mr. Hey had frequently persons under his
care, who came from a great distance, and were
strangers in Leeds, he always employed his influ-
ence to induce them to attend a place of public
worship, when their condition would permit,
offering them a seat in his own pew. His sacred
respect for truth, and his regard for the welfare off
his fellow-crcatures, never permitted him inten-
tionally to deccive his patients, by flattering repre-
sentations of their state of health,—by assurances
of the existence of no danger, when he conceived
their situation to be hopeless, or even greatly
hazardous. He conducted himself, in these difficult
circumstances, with much wisdom ang, tenderness,
that no unnecessary alarm might Be excited by his
communication, nor any effects produced which
might be detrimental to the patient.

The duty of a medical attendant, in such deli-
cate situations, has been a subject of considerable
embarrassment to men of integrity and conscience,
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by whom the practice of deceit, on what pretext
soever, is considered repugnant to the spirit of
Christianity. That serious and irreparable injury
may be inflicted by creating terror, and infusing
dejection and despair in certain states of disease,
admits of no dispute; and that the mind, under
the pressure of much corporeal suffering, is seldom
in a capacity of deriving benefit from admonition
and instruction, or of engaging in those religious
exercises, which are suitable to the condition of a
man upen the confines of the eternal world, is
obvious to daily observation. An apprehension of
the mischief which may result from a disclosure of
the impending danger, and a conviction of the
probable inutility of such a communication, which
might only aggravate distress, without conferring
any moral benefit, have perhaps induced a fearned
and amiable writer to establish it as a rule of con-
duct, that, when the situation of a patient is dan-
gerous, *‘ a deviation from truth is sometimes, in
this case, both jl"tiﬁable and necessary.” That a
sacrifice of truth may sometimes contribute to the
comfort of a patient, and be medicinally beneficial,
is not denied; but that.a deliberate and wilful
falsehood can, in any case, be justifiable before
God, is a maxim not to bhe lightly admitted.
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Neither is it quite clear, that pure benevolence
always suggests the deviation from truth, and that
neither the low consideration of conciliating
favour, nor the view of escaping censure and
promoting his own interest, have any share in
prompting the physician to adopt the measures he
defends. To ascertain this point, let a man ask
himself whether he carries this caution, and shews
this kindness, indiscriminately, and on all ocea-
sions ; being as fearful of giving pain by exciting
apprehension in the mind of the poor as of the
rich,—of the meuanest, as of the most elevated in
rank. Suppose, morcover, that these humane false-
hoods are distributed promiscunously, it may be
further inquired. whether, if such a proceeding
were a manifest breach of a municipal law,
exposing the delinquent to o serious punishment,
a medical adviser would fecl himself obliged to
expose his person, or his estate, to these penal
consequences, whenever the circumstances of his
patient should seem to require ge intervention of
a falsehood. It may be presumed, without any
breach of charity, that such costly magnanimity
would be rarely evinced. The mere opinion of its
being justifiable, would very seldom be a motive

sufficiently forcible to induce a man to brave the
+



OF WILLIAM HEY, EXQ. 20:3

terrors of the law; nor would a persuasion of its
being conducive to the recovery of his sick charge
impel him, every day, to make an expensive sacri-
fice: the common sense and proper feeling of
mankind would readily sanction his declining this
practical justification of his principles. But, surely,
the laws of the moral Governor of the universe
are not to be esteemed less sucred, and a trans-
gression of them less important in its consequences,
than the violation of a civil statute ; nor ought the
fear of God to be less powerful in deterring men
from the commission of a crime, than the fear of
the magistrate. Now. if a deliberate and inten-
tional deviation from truth be prohibited in the
laws of God, very cogent reasons, and such as we
are warranted {o believe will be accepted by the
Divine Legislator, should be adduced, before men
venture upon a falschood. When there exists no
precept, when no authorized rule of action can be
found, either exJ)ressed or implied, expediency
may be a safe guide; but it must be regarded as
bold and hazardous to break a clear and express
commandment, upon no higher authority than that
of a crude and doubtful supposition.

Those who contend for the necessity of violating
truth, that they mayv benefit their patients, place
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themselves between two conflicting rules of mora-
lity,—their obligation to obey the command of
God, and their presumed duty to their neighbour:
or, in other words, they are supposed to be
brought by the Divine Providence into this dis-
tressing alternative, of nccessarily sinning either
ygainst God, or against their fellow-creatures.
When a moral and a positive duty stand opposed
to each other, the Holy Scriptures have deter-
mined that, obedience to the former is to be pre-
ferred before compliance with the latter; but in
cases where certain moral duties are supposed to
be antagonists, no directions are delivered for our
conduct; and it may be presumed, that no such
cases occur, unless where they are formed by the
folly and iniquity of man. If a man, by his incon-
siderateness and depravity, reduce himself under
this dreadful dilemma, that, whether he act, or
forbear to act, he must incur guilt, the inquiry
concerning what is lawful or unlawful is at an end ;
he must bear the consequences of his weakness, or
wickedness.

In questioning the right of human beings to
modify the divine law agreeably to the dictates of
their own wisdom, so as to divest falsehood of its
criminality, and transform it, on particular occasions,
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into a moral virtue ; the argument has been limited
to the duty of the professional man towards the
Supreme Legislator, and what he owes to himself;
it ought not therefore to be concluded from what
has been offered, that the physician is invariably
bound to disclose to his patient, what his science
enables him to foresee and prognosticate. This is
a very different question from the former, and it
would be highly improper to confound the one
with the other. The family, the near relatives of
the sick, have an indisputable right to be informed
of the real nature and probable event of the
malady, and the measure and mode of communi-
cating this to their dying friend must be com-
monly resigned to their will and judgment.

The medical attendant’s first concern must be,
to fulfil his professional duty, and to mingle as
much kind attention to the feelings and interests
of his patients, as circumstances may dictate and
allow : but whatever may be his wishes for the
spiritual welfare of the sick, he is under no impe-
rative obligation of justice, or charity, to pronounce
the sentence of death in the ear of the hopeless
sufferer. That it is the duty of every man to avail
himself of fair and convenient opportunities of
doing good, cannot be disputed; but the performance
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of these good offices must be under the guidance
of reason, discretion, and an enhghtened charity,
or his ““ good” will deserve to *“ be evil spoken
of.” No muan is ‘‘ crowned except he strive law-
fully:” no man is officiously to intrudc himself into
services, without the warrant of competent autho-
rity ; nor to conclude, that a benevolent impulse,
or a good tention, will sanction all his under-
takings. It is to be lamented, indeced, that a eri-
minal bachwardness to step forward in acts of
spontaneous hindness, is a fat more common
defect, than the effervescence of an excessive
zeal, and that men need escitement to good deeds,
rather than checks and restraints on their benefi-
cence: yet, that which is good in its nature and
essence, has its seasons and suitable occasions,
and the omission of what is intrinsically virtuous
and laudable, may, under particular circumstances,
be more useful and commendable than the exe-
cuting of it.* Persons in health often persuade
themselves, that they shall be solicitous to have
the whole truth of their case disclosed to them,
when they fall into a dangerous state of sickness,

* —— *¢ impediri enim bonam l‘-em melius, quam concedi

male.” Cicero de Legibus, lib, iii.
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and will express themselves strongly on the injus-
tice of concealing from them what it so much con-
cerns them to know ; but mistakes are very common
in this matter.

When the awful secret has been drawn out by
the anxious importunity of the patient, he has not
always found himself in a condition to sustain the
extinction of all hope, and the result of the expe-
riment has not been satisfactory to either party.
It may be proper and necessary to remind the
sick of the expediency of duly arranging their
temporal concerns, for the sake of those who shall
survive them; and any pious dispositions, which
shall discover themselves, should be fostered and
cherished ; and this may be cffected with a judg-
ment and tenderness, that shall excite no painful
or injurious commotion in the mind. But, with
whatever mecasure of blame an indiscrcet unre-
servedness may be justly loaded, it bears no pro-
portion to, it admits of no comparison with, that
most culpable inhumanity which employs deceit
and falsehood, grave remonstrance, or incon-
siderate levity, to repress the wishes and divert
the minds of the afflifted from having recourse to
the aids and consolatidns, most suited to the con-
dition of persons who are on the confines of
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another world. To those who, from forgetfulneas
of God, and unconcern about their future condi-
tion, have deferred the important business of a
preparation for death and judgxq'gnt, to the time
of sickness and suffering, it may be here sug-
gested, that they have seclected a most unsuitable
season for so momentous a concern. Serious
emotions of alarm for the safety of the soul, those
compunctious workings of penitential sorrow, and
purposes of amendment strongly avowed, which
first arise and shew themselves upon a death-bed,
must always wear a most uncertain character.
““ Things that have great excellency are rarely
produced suddenly.” Tt was the result of Mr. Hey’s
observations, and it concurs with those of many
others, that the change which apparently takes
place in the views and determinations of indivi-
duals, who are suffering from a painful and dan-
gerous malady, is seldom permanent; if they
recover, they commonly relapse into their former
cougse of life. The natyral fear and agitation of
spirits, which a negr prospect of death and judg-
ment is calculated to excite in men, who are
not absolutely stupid and byutish, may produce
sorrowful regrets and pungént remorse, and may
awaken the soul to such a concern about the
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things of eternity, that all other considerations
shall be seemingly absorbed and abolished.®
This state of mind is reasonable and hopeful ; but
the season of its gocurrence is most unpropitious to
its issuing in that sincere repentance and true con-
version of heart to God, without which, no’con-
viction of the understanding, no bitter lamenta-
tions for past inconsideration and folly, can be
judged available. Fearful apprehensions, sorrow
and sadness, terror, and dismay, may penetrate
and distract the soul, while hovering upon the
borders of the unseen world: these passionate
feelings, however, may exist in great force, without
any dawn of true religious affections; and are
quite consistent with the absence of real contri-
tion, of faith in our Redecmer, of love to God,
and sanctity of spirit. Mr. Hey conceived, that
there was a greater propriety in the method, and.

® Many useful and important remarks on this subject
oceur in Essay xi. ¢ Of professing rewntance at the close of
life,” in a work entitldd, < The Religion of Mankind, by
Robert Burnside, A.M.” This work, in two volumes, 8vo.
app;au to be the prodnmn of a sober, judicious, and
enlightened mind.

YOL. Il P
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a fairer prospegg of doing good, by addressing
religious considerations to those who were reco-
vering from a dangerous sickness, than during
the severe pressure of the malady; and that senti-
ments of piety, generated or roused into activity
at that period, are frequently steady and durable.
These reflections are submitted, with all deference,
to the authorized and experienced ministers of
religion, to whom the sick and the afilicted ought
to have early recourse, when the visitations of God
are upon them.

To think lightly, or not at all, on the advantages
of their ministrations, to defer seeking their
instruction and assistance, until nature be op-

. pressed, the understanding clouded and disturbed,
and the harbingers of death have shewn them-
selves, indicate a defect of faith in revelation, an
absence of religious feeling, a cold indifference
about the consequences of the most solemn trans-
action in which an immortal being can be engaged,
that would, create astonishment if it were less
common, and being so commen, is the more to be
deplored. To meet death with levity and uncon-
cern is not courage, but stnpldnty, sedulously to
exclude whatever can tend to remind a man of his
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approaching end, is wilful selfideceit; and to
close the eyes, for the sake of avoiding anxiety
and terror, when about to appear before the awful
presence of the universal Judge, is a deed of
desperate madness, without its excuse.

P2
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Prayer, Watchfulness, Humility, &c.

MR. HEY was a truly devout man: he lived con-
stantly in the spirit of prayer; from his soul, as
from the altar upon which the sacred fire was’per—
petually burning, the incense of praise and prayer
so continually_ ascended towa;di the throne of
divine grace, that he might be said to maintain an
almost uninterrupted intercourse with heaven.*
*« His devotion was not confined to the usual sea-
sons of prayer; it was dl habitual frame of his
spirit; thus he endeavo to support a commu-
nion with God, through every part of the day.”

¢ See a beautiful sermon on this subject by the Rev. John
Faweett, of Carlisle; whose two volumes of sermons cannot
be perused by a:pions and sensible reade'r, without instruction
aud delight.
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* Itis a very desirable thing do be enabled to
hold a kind of secret communion with God in our
minds, while engaged in the common scenes and
duties of life. I can remember some seasons when
I was young, and had »not a multitude of cares to
distract me, that I have been enabled to keep my
mind much occupied in the contemplation of
divine things. A multitude of important concerns
now press upon me, yet I find much refreshment
and strength from secret ejaculations; and I think
ahgost every incident that occurs, does more or
less lead me to reflections on the divine wisdom or
goodness, and draws out a secret aspiration
heaven-ward. When this is neglected, my mind
grows dry and uncomfortable.” *

Speaking on the subject of prayer to some of
his friends, he x;aid;  Prayer is the cry of the
new-born soul. As the body cannot live without
breathing, neither can the spiritual life be main-
tained without praying, Fervent aspiration is to
the renewed soul what“a free respiration is to the
body, an indication of health and vigour. Those
who have no love to spiritual exercises are com-
monly ready to exclaim; Must we be always upon

a

® Extract from a letter to Miss Hey, October, 24, 1799.
r3 ;
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our knees? Can we be always praying? I answer,
No. Many dutles of a secular kind require both
bodily exertion and mental application; but, if our
hearts are right with God, we shall continually
strive to obtain a spirit of prayer. Mental prayer
will never hinder, but rather further and bless us
in our various undertakings.” )
«« He was not only a man of prayer, but his
prayers were fervent and in faith. He drew near
to God with filial love, as to his reconciled Father
in Christ Jesus. No gloomy superstition veiledgor
perverted, the character of the Deity, infusing a
suspicious fear or dread, when he approached the
throne of God; no enthusiastic raptures excited
an unholy familiarity, expressing themselves in
language not becoming a creature to offer to his
Creator. Confession of sin always formed a pdt
of his devotional exercises. His humility was here
conspicuous ; for he dared to use no higher lan-
guage than that of the publican, ¢ God, be merciful

to me a sinner !’ *

* ¢ L’humilité, selon Saint Bernard, est une vertu qui rend
Phommé*vil et meprisable 4 ses propres yeux par une con-
noissance véritable de svi-méme. L’on doit distinguer la vraie
et la fausse humilité ; I'une ct aatre naissent de la conviction
de nos miseres et de notre indignité ; mais les fruits que Vune
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* If it excite surprise, that a man so pious, so
watchful, so holy, a5 Mr. Hey, should always
* ‘A'

et P'autye produisent, sont bien différens. La vraie humilit¢
vient de Dieu, et porte aussi 4 Dieu. Comme elle est un grand
don de Dicu, elle fortifie 1’ame, ct lui donne une nouvelle
vigucur, une promptitude et une liberté plus grande pour le
prier, et pour le servir. Le caractere ct la marque de I’Esprit
de Dieu dans une ame, est de Iélever vers Dieu, et de I'unir
tonjours de plus en pius & Dieu, de I’y porter comme & sa fin
ct 4 son unique bien. L’Esprit de Dien, principe de la vraie
humilité et de toute autre véritable vertu, ne peut pas affoiblir
ct décourager lcs ames, les rendre plus défiantes de la bonté
de Dieu, plus pésantes, plus inquiétes, plus laches dans la
priere et dans P'accomplissement des autres devoirs de Ia
réligion ; ces mauvais fruits nc peuvent venir que de 'opération
du malin esprit. Toutes les vertas chréticnnes sont étroite-
ment liées les unes avec les autres; eclles se prétent un
secours mutuel, sc soutiennent et sc fortificnt les unes les
adtres. Il est donc impossible que la vertu d’humilité, que
Dieu nous commande, soit contraire a I'ésperance chrétienne,
que Dieu commande aussi. Par un recret et un artifice
admirable de la grice divine, hunilité ne rends pas les ames
pusillanimes ou défiantes ; ¢ Mais clle les rend méme magna-
nimes, dit St. Bernard, ct capables des plus grandes choses,
* suns que Vhumilit¢ diminue en rien la magpanimité, ni la
magnanimité Phumilité ; an contraire ces vertus se fortifient
I’one V'autre : en sorte que moins un h pé G des ses
forces dans les moindres choses, plus il présume de celle de

Dieu pour les plus grandes actions.””
Traité de I'Espérance Chrétienne.

. r4




216 «sMORAL AND SOCIAL LIFE

speak of himself as a miserable sinner; it may be
remarked, that holiness is a relative term, and
when, used to express what we are in the sight of
God, has a much higher meaning than when it is
employed to denote what we may appear in the
sight of men. Tt may be said, indeed, that a holy
man cannot confess himself to be unholy, nor a
righteous man charge himself with being unrighteous
and wicked. How then can we shew Mr. Hey’s
views of himsclf to be consistent with the truth
and his own experience ? There is no real incon-
sistency between the most eminent attainments in
sanctification, and the decpest scnse of our own
internal corruption and unworthincss. ' When a man
examines himself by the rule and measure of the
divine law ; when he cnters upon the scrutiny of
his own heart, that fountain of evil, and mafks
the irregularities and imperfections of his daily
sentiments and actions, he sees abundant cause of
lamentation and penitence. As a learned man
acquires more adequate conceptions of the short-
ness of his pwn attainments, compared with what"
remains to be known, than one that is unlearned ;
so the greatest saint, possessing a more compre-
hensive knowledge of " his duty, and a quicker
sense of the motions of cvil; more just and lively
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conceptions of the purity and holiness of God,
with the numberless defects in his own character,
of the demerit of sin, and the impurity .awhich
defiles the best of his services, than the unrenewed
man who slumbers in his iniquities; ‘he sinks
deeper in humiliation and*self-abasement, and
confesses that he has no hopc but in the divire
mercy, through the Redeemer; no refuge but in
his grace.”

It is ‘not denying the gifts of God, nor the
sanctifying influences of his Spirit on the heart, to
acknowledge our wants, our miseries, our empti-
ness; but the views corrcsponding with such
acknowledgments may incite us to seek more ear-
nestly after greater measures of purity, holiness,
and the temper of hcaven, that we may be fitted
afl qualified for the more perfect enjoyment of
that blessed region.

The humility of Mr. Hey was simple and unaf-
fectcd; he was not ashamed to acknowledge his
ignorance, when the occasion required it; * as he
“judged it more consonant with the, humility of
a Christian, to own his defeet of knowlcdge, or
want of pcunetration, when profound or obscure
matters of docerine were proposed fgr his decision,
than to attempt an explication of ihings, which
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surpass the powers of the human understanding.
He professed himself to be a learner, and was
always ready to listen with deference to those, who
he thought could communicate information to him,
or assist him in his inquiries; and he would shew
great attention to th'g remarks of those, who were
much his inferiors in age and attaioments. As
christian charity had taught him to ‘* speak evil of
no man,”—a rule which he rarely transgressed;
so he was disposed to give the most favourable
interpretation to actions, which he could not
undertike to justify. His candour, upon most
occasions, was singular and conspicuous. He very
seldom offered an observation, tending to depre-
ciate the talents or acquirements of others; and
he would sit with patient attention to hear sermons
of a very inferior description. These he seldom
criticised, but more frequently alluded to any
useful remarks they contained, and would suggest
the most obvious means of benefiting from such
discourses.

Under the pressure of various and impaortant
occupations, he would be sometimes absent,
abstracted, and absorbed in thought: hence,.he
appeared reserved, difficult of access, and unwilling
to reply to questions proposed to him, not only to
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strangers but to’his own family. He was not always
conscious of these deviations from courtesy and
the social spirit ; but he was thankful to those.who
reminded him of such failings, and he would
request his children to tell him of his faults. When
they represented to him, on gsrtain occasions, his
inattentive and forbidding manner, he would smile,
-appear surprisced, and promise amendment in
future. ‘¢ Perhaps the influence of religious prin-
ciple” (as a friend remarks) ‘‘ never discovered
itself more strikingly, thanin the endeavours of
Mr, Hey to correct this fuiling. ®

“ In the latter periods of his life, instead of
becoming peevish, morose, or fretful, the too
common attendants of old age, he was evidently
more mild and cheerful, more condescending and
obliging in his intercourse with maukind. Instead
of indulging his natural disposition to abstraction
and silence, he became free, open, and communi-
cative ; he was happy in the society and conversa-
tion of his friends, peymitting the social affections
to flow forth and display themselves, and his wary
and solemn reservedness was changed into an easy
and agreeable loquacity.

< As Mr. Hey approachcd the close of his life,
his prospects brightened on cvery side; he drew
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nearer-to heaven, and his views of 'ﬂ}e glory to be
revealed were more influential and affecting. His
thoughts and affections were more directed to
spiritual and heavenly objects ; this gave a serenity
of mind which beamed in his countenance, and
shed a cheerful lustre around him. A friend, in a
letter of condolence, says, I feel partieularly
glad that I had an opportunity, four years ago, of
again seeing my old master, after an absence of
eighteen years: as it gave me an opportunity of
observing, what appesred very visible in him, the
growth of christian graces. To many of his friends
there had appcared to be in his natural character,
a certain sternness and reserve which kept them
at a distance, and made them love him so much
the less. When I last saw him, however, I was
visibly struck with the alteration in this respect;
he was nat only bringing forth fruit in old age, but
he was bringing forth more fruit: the asperities of
his natural character had worn off, and there was a
ecrtain child-like simplicity of openness and affee-
tion, and a tendcrness towards others, which was
very engaging, and seemed to bespeak a very per-
ceptible growth in the divine life. The same
change, I know, had been remarked by o}hers of
his friends.’
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*'The cheerful and happy state of mind so con-
spicuously enjoyed by Mr. Hey in the latter years
of his life, may be easily accounted for. He had
no time to be unhappy. His life was usefully
employed, and he was conscious that he lived for
valuable and important purposes; he studied to
maintain a conscience void of offence towards God
and man, and therefore he did not suffer under
the reproaches of his own mind. His views of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ were remarkably clear and
distinct. EHe was deeply sansible, that his own
righteousness could never justify him beford God ;
but he had likewise learned, that there is forgive-
ness with Him, and that mercy is freely and fully
bestowed on every repenting sinner, who has fled
for refuge to the hope set before him in the
Gospel. Like the holy men of old, he saw the
promises, was. persuaded of their truth,—he em-
braced them, confessing that he was a stranger
and a pilgrim on,earth. He did not esteem it pre-
sumptuous to believe, that God was his reconciled
Father in Christ Jesus; that all things, under the
direction of infinite wisdom and boundless good-
ness, were contributing to the final salvation and
everlasying happiness of himself and of all who
truly loved and feared God. This assurance of
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hope he endeavoured to maintain firm unto the
end. Perhaps few persons lived under a more
abiding sense of the divine favour than Mr. Hey.
He loved God, he delighted in his service, he
walked with him; and here was the prime source
of all his happiness.

 «The spirit of adoption,” which was the pre-
vailing temper of his mind, shed a bright lustre on
the surrounding prospects of life, and opened a
vista through which the eye of faith already caught
some beams of that light, which shall shortly pour
an eternal day of joy and gladness on the people
of God.”

Mr. Hey was vigilant in embracing every con-
venient opportunity of introducing useful and im-
proving conversation. He had a rooted aversion to
idle, frivolous, empty talk, which neither tends to
exercise the understanding, nor better the heart;
a tedious bandying of insipid remarks, or formal
compliments, or, at the best, a desultory scattering
of agreeable inutilities.

+Before paying a visit, or receiving company, he
reflected on the tempers, abilities, an@ particular
circumstances of the persons, with whom he was
about tb associate, and considerqd what hg might
learn, or be able to impart. He generally fixed
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upon a subject of conversation before entering the
room; and as his age and talents entitled him to
take a leading part, in most companies, so he
laboured to make the best use of the advantages
he enjoyed. His conversation at home and in his
family, was lively and cheerful, but always im-
proving and useful; and he lost no opportunity,
during mecal times, of introducing some agreeable
and instructive subject of discourse. ¢ It was his
common practice to converse at breakfuast on the
passage of Scripture which had been read at their
family devotions;” but he would discourse readily
on any topic proposed by his children, or others, on
which they desired to obtain his opinion. It
appears from some of his papers, that one of his
young men requested, that for a few successive
mornings he would, during breakfast, give them
some account of the various religious sects which
exist in the world ; he willingly undertook the task,
and made the hours of refreshment an occasion of
descanting on a variety of useful topics connected
with the subject.” Indeed, a man might generagjly
impute somhe blame to himself, if he retired from
the society of Mr. Hey, without having derived
from it either gratification, or improvement.

The following notes of Mr. Hey’s remarks on
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the subject of temptation, which were collected by
one of the company, may afford an uscful illustra-
tion of some preceding passages in these memoirs.

The question proposed was, concerning the
meaning of that portion of Scripture, which occurs
in the 1st of Corinthians, chapter x. verse 13.
“ There hath no temptation taken you, but such as
is common to man; but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation, also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

« Temptation is used in two senses in the
Scriptures ;

1. For trials, which may come immediately
from God.

<« 2. For solicitations to sin, which cannot come
from Him.

“ It would seem, that the word, in this passage,
might admit of both these senses ; and temptation
in both these significations is common to men.

' The persons addressed in this text are true
bglievers, to whom God has engaged his faithful-
ness, that he will not suffer them to We tempted
beyond their ability to resist, or cndure. It is not
said, however, that they shall not fall by temptation;
but that there shall be u way made for their escape.
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It behoves us to comsider diligently, what these
ways of escaping are, that we may not be overcome
by the temptation and fall into sin.

“ 1st. We must consider, that we are here in a
state of trial, surrounded with temptations of
various kinds. Hence we nced constant eircum-
spection ; we must ponder the path of our feet.

“ 2d. That temptations often come suddenly
upon us, when they are least expected. Hence we
need constant watchfulness. There is no time for
our slumbering : we can never say with propriety,
< Now I may relax a little; T am in ?ﬁplace of
security.’ i

‘3. Temptations are sometimes violent. They
apply themselves powerfully to our fears, to our
worldly interest, to our besetting sin, &c. Hence,
the necessity of a constant dependunce on divine
grace, and persevering prayer to obtain succour
and support.

« 4th. Victory is often gained over us, by the
seeming smallness of the temptation ; a femptation
apparently weak, does not alarm our fears suffi-
ciently ; we feel as if we had %ufficient strength’to
resist so fceble an assault, while one more for-
midable and of greater magnitude, would excite
us to fly to the throne of grace for help.

VoL, 11 Q
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‘“ 5th. The word of God is that sword of the
Spirit that will enable us to cut the snares of
Satan in pieces. The word of God ought there-
fore to dwell in us rickly, that we may have the
means of combating every assault: e. g. words of
caution, when we are tempted to presume; words
of comfort, when we are tempted to despair.

** 6th. The power of temptation, when previ-
ously known, should cause us either to avoid the
snare, or lead us to peculiar watchfulness when we
are unavoidably exposed to it. Hence, the pro-
bable influence of our society, our employments,
our recl"ﬁlions, should be well studied and clearly
understood. '

“ 9th. When we have been overcome by temp-
tation, we should recollect and examine seriously
and deliberately all the several circumstances that
contributed to our defeat.

‘- 10th. Endeavour to maintain a spirit of fer-
vent prayer always, and in every place.”

These brief memoranda present a specimen of
the correct and orderly manner, in which Mr. Hey
was accustomed to @iscuss any subject of import-
ance, that was introduced as the topic of conver-
sation. He seldom allowed himself to talk on what
he had not previously considered; and what he



OF WILLIAM IEY, ESQ. 237

had thought upon, was arranged with much dis-
tinctness in his mind, was produced with prompt-
ness and felicity, and was conveyed in a neat,
perspicuous, and impressive manner.

It only now remains to record some short
notices of what occurred during the last sickness
of Mr. Hey, which were collected by one of his
old and affectionate friends.*

¢ Tt has pleased our heavenly Father to call the
happy spirit of our beloved friend, to that *rest
which remaineth for the people of God.” About a
quarter before six o’clock in the evenipg of the
23d, (March, 1819,) he took his ﬂight' to those
bright regions of which he was already a citizen,
(Philippians iii. 20,) on which his affections had
long been placed, and towards which he has been
enabled, through grace, to tread with steady stéps
from early youth to a venerable old age. His end
was peace.

‘¢ During a great part of his illness, which was
attended with much weakness, he slumbered, or
was affected by slight and interrupted attacks of
delirium. These were of short duration, and

* These were apparently transmitted as a letier to an ahsent
friend, immediately after the decease of Mr. Hey.
Q 2
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his friends had the relief of witnessing many
lucid intervals. On Sunday morning, March the
14th, hc wrote the following note to his beloved
pastor and friend, the Rev. Miles Jackson.

‘ My Dear Friend ;

¢ With unfeigned gratitude, 1 desire to inform
you that I am free from pain, (though extremely
weak,) except when the hiccough comes on, which
is generally excited by any exertion. I desire to be
as clay in the hands of the polter, and to have

the Lord Jesus for my strength and stay.
- WiLLiam HEy.

¢ On Saturday forenoon, March 20, about
t'welve o’clock, as he came out of a slumber, he
inquired, °1Is.it day or night? What o'clock is it ?’
When told, he said, ¢ I should like to know my
real state ; but I am not anxious about it. I would
truly wish to lie as clay in.the hands of the potter,
from the ground of my heart.’

* I saw our dear friend on the Monday morning,
before his death, for the first time; he was in a
kind of slumber. Miss Hey mentioned my name.
He just said, with a faint voice, * My friends are
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all very kind in coming to see me.” He then sunk
into his previous state of stppor.

¢ The Rev. Mr. Jackson called upon him about
half-past twelve, the same day;—he moved his
hand out of the bed, and pressed Mr. Jackson’s
hand with his usual warmth of feeling. Mr. Jackson
said, ¢ Shall I offer up a short prayer ’ He replied,
* By all mcans—by all means.” During the recom-
mendatory prayer he repeated Amen several times
with considerable fervour; and then added, < O God

of love, make me more r

make me more
and was cvidently unable to finish the petition.
He said, dirceting himself to Mr. Jackson, ‘ Be
with thy servant!—Be with him who hath prayed
for me ¥

*“ Atter I left him, he revived a little, and said .
to his daughter, Miss Hey ; ﬁ*y love,—you arc
my love, I must take my leave of yﬁu. Farewell !
Farewell " She said to him; ¢ Is the plessed Jesus
precious to you? After a pause, he replied; ‘Is
it for me to make a confession of my faith ?—My
trust is in Christ.—He is my Saviour.—He is my
Redeemer '—repeating the expressions more than
once.

« After a short pausc had elapsed, Mrs. Hey
came and took hold of his hund. He looked at her

Q3
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and said with a pleasunt voice, * What are you
come for, my dear love ? To see me before 1 die 2—
My dear wife, you see your husband laid upon his
death-bed ;—you see him dying.’

“ At intervals ho was heard to say in broken
accents, ‘ To worship God; to worship the Lord
Jesus Christ ---’ These expressions were con-
nected with other words, which could not be col-
lected from the weakness of his voice.

*“ Some time after twelve o’clock, he said to
Miss Hey, ¢ O let us awake from sin! My dear
love, awake to righteousness! I die very soon.
Repeating these words several times.

* On one occasion, as he was lying with his eves
open, Miss Hey heard him say, ‘ Glory—praise—
glory ¥ as if his soul had been .wrapt in holy
meditation, and h‘i g§w the heavenly Canaan near.

* I called dfin on Tuesday morning, March 23,
and found him much reduced. Mr. William and
Miss Hey exi:ressed a desire, that we should offer
up our united petitions, commendin‘& his soul to
God. The family was assembled, and we poured
out our hearts around the bed of our dying friend.
In the afternoon, Miss Hey and Mr. William Hey
only be ~ with me in the room, we rendered our
humble supplications at the throne of grace.
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*“ About twenty minutes before six o’clock,
Mrs. Hey came to the bed side. She had been
informed, 1 believe, of the nearness of Mr. Hey's
departure. Feeble and trembling, I took her by
the hand to conduct her to her chair; while I was
leading her from the bedside, Mr. Hey ma‘de a
peculiar kind of shrill noise: I thought that it was,
probably, the last effort of expiring nature. When
1 had placed Mrs. Hey in her chair, 1 returned to
the bed ; looked for a minute or two ; but perceived
no heaving of the breast. Miss Hey, who wuas
aware of his situation, sat with her hands before
her face, near her beloved parent. Mr. William Hey
was sitting beside his aged mother. I went to him
and said, I think your father breathcs no more.
He rose und stood for some minutes with his eyes
steadily fixed on his revered pgrent and then,
after placing his hand upon the" breast, retired.
The silver cord was loosed,—the happy spirit had
taken its everlasting flight.

“ When thtlirst emotions of affectionate sorrow
bad subsided, Mr. William Hey desired that we
might now offer up our united thanksgiving, that
the dismission of our bheloved friend from the
body had been so easy, and to pray that the solemn
event might be impressed upon thc hearts of bis

Q4 '
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children. The family was, therefore, once more
assembled, and we united in prayer and praise
around the mortal remains of this venerable
patriarch, whose happiness we contemplated with
thankfulness, and whosc bright example we prayed
for grace to follow ; that our lives, like his, might
be pious and useful, and our end, like his, peacefnl
and safe.

“ It would have been unspeakably delightful to
his family, if he had been able, as in former sick-
nesses, to declare his mind to them fully; but it
pleased God to visit his servant with a complaint
which quite incapacitated him for connected con-
versation.  His bodily weakness was very great;
but, by his own happy confession, his faith was
strong. He walked with God in life,—and God
was graciously with him in death.

¢ ¢« Preciops % the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints.’

“ Iis departure is greatly felt by those who
enjoyed the happiness of his qoclgfv and the pri-
vilege of his counsels. But let us not sorrow as
those who have have no ilopc. He died in the
Lord. He sleeps in Jesus. His new perfected
spirit has mingled with that glorious company,
who, having washed ¢ their robes, and made them
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white in the blood of the Lamb, serve God, day
and night, in his temple.””

The affecting simplicity, the tender pathos which
characterize this little detail of the last hours of a
great and good man, will render it acceptable to
the affectionate friends of Mr. Hey; and with
thosc to whom he was unknown, the wnatural
touches of a J'pious and sensible heart, under cir-
cumstances calculated to awaken the kindly sym-
pathies of humanity, will probably require no
laboured apology.

« In age and feebleness extreme,
W ho shall a helpless worm redecm ?
Jesu! my only hope thou art,
Strength of my fainting {lesh and heat,
O 1ot me cateh one smile from thee,
And drop into clernitv!”*

LY
* Composed and recited by the late Rev. Charles Wesley, a
little time before he expired.
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MR. HEY'S ADVICE TO I11§ CHILDREN.

My father, wishing to have some conversation
with his family, which we might consider as his
dying advice, called us all together, Sunday
evening, October the 15th, 1797, and spoke to
the follou:ing effect :—

We sat round the breakfast-room fire in the
Jollowing order: Mr. and Mrs. Hey, Mr. and
Myrs. Jarratt, Miss Hey, Mr. Robert,
Mr. Samuel* and Mr. John Hey, Mr. and
Mrs. William Hey, Mr. and Mrs. Dikes.

* Mr. Samuel Hey went afterwards into holy orders, and

was presented to the living of Ockbrook, near Derby, where
he now resides.
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« As we are all met together, and shall probably
never all meet again, I wish to take the oppor-
tunity of having a little free conversation with you.
The first thing which strikes me is, the gratitude I
feel in seeing my children in health; and I trust
walking in the truth. I can truly say with St. John,
* I have no greater joy than to see my children
walking in the truth.” All things here are transitory,
and nothing is of any real importance except the
work of grace. As it is probable, yea, highly
probable, that we shall never all meet again, T
would have you consider these as my dying
words.

¢ The first thing 1 shall take notice of, is, what
T have repeatedly observed, that religion is apt to
degenerate in serious families : it bas grown weaker
and weaker, and in the course of two or three
generations has become nearly extinct, or dege-
nerated into a mere form. Like a river dividing
into streams, whose waters grow shallower and
shallower, if I may be allowed the comparison,
till it is lost, or absorbed, as it were in the earth.
This degeneracy in religion I have observed in
some branches of my own family. The remedy of
this evil is to strive to grow in grace. Chil are
apt to-do that which their parents have don®, and
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to be satisfied with it, because they have done it.
You should imitate us in those things which may
have appeared right to you, and avoid what is
defective. If you do not endeavour to be meore
active and zealous in religion, you will certainly
fall short. And you who have families, or are
likely to have families, ought to take care that the
next generation should be better than yourselves.
You may easily keep up the forms which you have
been accustomed to, and may, from conscientious
motives, preserve a decent conduct: but these
motives are defective. That our duty may be
pleasant to us, we must act from love to God.

‘ In the second place, I would advise you to
avoid familiar connexions with the world. By con-
nexions I do not mean civilities and courtesies,
which we owe to every fellow-creature ; nor should
we neglect to do them any kindness that is in our
power; but I mean that familiarity and intimacy
which is likely to assimilate us to their characters
with whom we thus associate. We naturally
acquire the cast of those with whom we are most
intimate: (and the same may be said of books.)
‘We ought therefore to select the very best. The
P ist says, * My delight is in the saints of the
eart] d in them that excel in virtue.’ Some
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people have thought to make religion appear in a
more amiable light, by mixing with the world, and
reluaxing a little in the strictness of their conduct,
that by thus accommodating themselves to them,
and making religion appear less gloomy, they
might remove the prejudices to it. But this plan is
a dangerous one; for though it may seem plau-
sible, yet it is found never to answer. Tt is a fre-
quent temptation of the Devil, and a very suc-
cessful one : it is more likely that we should suffer
from them, than that they should receive any advan-
tage from us. T have sometimes tried this myself,
but have always been obliged to give ﬁp my
ground. We should, on the contrary, avoid all
appearance of evil. Tt is a dangerous thing to
venture to the confines of vice; for when we little
suspect it, we may find ourselves on the wrong
side. Indeed, if we act from a right principle,
that of love to God, we should not inquire how
far we may go without offending him, but how
much*we can do for him. We know very well that,
if we have any object of love, a father, husband,
mother, wife, brother, sister, or friend, we do not
try how little we can do, or think how little will be
sufficient in the duties we owe them, but w. ek
opportunities of doing whatever will mostYlease
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them. Now the love of God is exactly the same
principle ; though when we consider the object, it
is different, being always joined with fear,
reverence, humility, and contrition. You should
always suspect the world and look at it askance;
for it is dreadfully treacherous and deceitful. An
open profession will be of great use in preserving
you from being corrupted by the world: this will
oblige you to watch over your conduct, lest you
should not act ggreeably to it. And be assured,
though your religion may testify against them and
may gall them, yet they will respect you the more
for being consistent. Though they will not tell a
religious man this, yet you may observe from
what they say among themselves, that they
internally despise an inconsistent professor, far
more than one whose conduct is suitable to his
professions.

¢ In the third place. I trust, I need scarce
recommend to you allegiance to the Establish-
ment, both in Church and State. I am mofte and
more attached to the Church, and its advantages
appear greater to me every year. From what I
have been able to collect from the New Testa-
ment, (and I have paid coasiderable attention to
this ™Point,) it is clear to me, that an episcopal

voL. 11, R
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government is most like that which prevailed in
the first ages of the Church. There is one thing
which I have frequently lamented, and which I
believe I must lament to my dying day, that there
are no associations of real Christiang in the Estab-
lished Church. Among the Dissenters and the
‘Methodists you may have a ticket from one body
of Christians to another; but with us there is no
such connexion among serious professors. I would
recommend this to the consideration of those
among you who may be in the ministry. I think,
however, taking a body of religious men in the
Church, and another among the Dissenters, there
is much .more of the true spirit of Christianity
in the former than in the latter. There are
in the Dissenters of the last century, many
things ~ deserving of our imitation. I take it,
there was more learning, not mathematical
-indeed, but classical and theological, than in
the Church.* But they are now quite a different
. peoplé. I shall not see it, but I have no doubt
some of you will live to see the Methodists

* Ts not this too strongly expressed to be regdily admjtted ?
Editor.
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separated from the Church, and their descendants
infidels.*

¢ The haughty domineering spirit is altogether
opposite to the spirit of Christianity, ‘which is
meekness, submission, and peace. I hope, nay, I
firmly believe, that none of you would listen to
the cant terms of liberty, &c., and to those diabo-
lical doctrines which go by the name of Jacobinism,
which lead to the subversion of all regular govern-
ment and order.in Church and State. But, in the
present state of affairs, it is particularly our duty
to guard against the insinuations of evil-minded
men, and to resist the further progress of these
doctrines. I must say, that the ministers of the
Church of England, in these difficult times, have
behaved in by far a more christian-like manner
than others.

« In the fourth place; let us not forget the
good old fable of the bundle of sticks. It fre-
quently happens in families, that while the children
are young they have loved each other very cor-
dially; but when they have become adults, tg_xd
have separate interests, their affection has been

ght not Mr. Hey have meant, that they would probably

fall into some great errors? Editor.
R 2
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considerably cooled. While they are children they
look up to one common parent, in whom all their
views are concentred, but afterwards, when they
have families, and each has its separate interests
and connexions, and the ties of brotherly love are
weakened by distance and unfrequent intercourse,
little jealousies arise about some temporal con-
cerns, which create a degree of shyness; and
where their worldly interests have interfered, even
contentions and hatred have been produced. 1
would wish you to guard against these things, lest
they should intrude themselves. Do not imagine
that I perceive any peculiar danger in your case,
but T would warn you to resist the very first
risings of any such feelings in your breasts. I am
persuaded you love one another most fervently,
and that there is as little probability of this being
the case among you as almost in any family I know.’
Indeed, & have endeavoured that there should be
no ground for any jealousies. But you must excuse
me; if I go any further, I shall be foolish.
“With respect to those of my children who
have died adults, I am perfectly satisfied. When I
consider how often the promising buq is blasted,
and how many of those who have begun well have
afterwards fallen away; when I consider the
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temptations, the trials, the evils of this life, I
cannot (nor did I ever) wish them back again; if a
wish would bring them back I could not wish it.
Though we should not gll meet again here, it will
be of no consequence. May we meet in another
world around the throne of God! What I have
said is but a little of what might be said upon
these subjects. I have only given you a few hints
for you to consider more minutely.”

rR3






OBSKRVATIONS ON THFE MANACEMENT OF

SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

This Paper, with a few alterations, was sent (o
the Methodist Conference, held in Liverpool in
1807. It was read publicly ; but it produced
no alteration in their system of teaching.

W. H.

« 1. THE appointment of a Sabbath, which was
instituted before the fall of our first parents, was
an act of the greatest kindness to mankind on the
part of the Almighty; and experience has abun-
dantly proved its intimate connexion with the state
of religion in general. The greatest care ought
therefore to be taken in all religious societies, that
R 4
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no deviation from the purity of this sacred institu-
tion should receive any encouragement.

¢* 2. The whole of that day should be employed
in exercises of religion, giving to each its due pro-
portion of our time; except where the necessities
of our nature, or a charitable attention to the
wants of others, call for our assistance.

“3. One of the most obvious acts of private
charity to others, is religious instruction, where it
is in our power to administer it, without breaking
in upon other necessary and more proper duties of
the day. God has given us his holy word to be our
guide to everlasting happiness ; and the knowledge

.of that word is made necessary to all, lest any
perish through lack of knowledge. It was there-
fore a most benevolent scheme to employ the
intervals of public worship in instructing those,
who, from poverty, ignorance of parents, or other
causes, have not an opportunity of acquiring a
knowledge of the word of God.

‘“ 4, Sunday Schools, when confined to the pur-
pose of religious instruction, and connected with
a proper attention to public worship, are institu-
tions of great importance to the rising generation,
and may become instrumental to the salvation of
many who would otherwise be wandering in the
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paths of ignorance and vice. But, to make them
truly beneficial, they should admit of no employ-
ment but such as is directly conformable to the
appropriate duties of the day.

*¢ 5. It cannot with-truth be said, that learning
to write is an appropriate duty of the Sabbath.

“ (1.) It does not in any degree promote the
salvation of the learner; and therefore ought not
to occupy that time which might be employed in
things that directly tend to promote his salvation.

“ (2.) It is a mere worldly accomplishment,
since it doos not prepare a man for knowing the
will of God, nor afford those opportunities for
conviction and edification which reading affords.

« (8.) If it be said, that it may enable a person
to do goud to others, the same may be said of
other kinds of learning, and of many manual
employments, which yet are not suitable employ-
ments for the Sabbath. The advantages of writing
are remote and uncertain, under the best supposi-
tion, and therefore ought not to hinder employ-
ments more directly useful.

« (4.) Allowing, for argument’s sake, that leam—
ing to write is not an unlawful employment for the
Sabbath, it is certainly considered in no other
light than a mere worldly accomplishment by the
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learners, as I know from long experience. To them,
therefore, it is unlawful ; and their consciences (as
the Apostle argues) are by this practice defiled.

¢« (5.) It is also injurious to the minds of the
teachers, as I very well know, lessening their
reverence for that holy season which God has set
apart for his own more immediate service, and
preventing their own improvement, which the
diligent instruction of others never fails to effect in
a conscientious and spiritually minded person.

¢« 0. The impropriety of occupying any of the
small portion of time which the intervals of public
worship affords, in an cmployment not directly
tending to the work of salvation, will further
appear when we consider, that even reading itself
is but preparatory to the great business of religious
instruction.

¢ 'This great end should be constantly kept in
view by the masters, and continually impressed
upon the minds of the children. They ought to be
reminded every time they come together, that a
Sunday School is intended singly for the purpose
of ,educating them in the fear of God, of leading
them to the knowledge of themselves and of their
Redeemer, of impressing them with a deep sense
of cternal things, and guiding them in the way to
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cverlasting happiness. That the truc design is not
to make them scholars, but true christians, that
they may glorify God here, and be meet for the
society of saints and angels in glory.

“ The employments which directly tend to these
happy consequences, will fully occupy every
moment of the time that ought to*be spent in the
school. T will not now enter upon the methods
which facilitate their learning to read, but will
suppose a child capable of reading an easy lesson.
Let him be taught to understand every sentence
as he goes on; such, I mean, as he is capable of
understanding, that the improvement of his mind
may keep pace with his learning. In the intervals
of lessons, let the children be employed in com-
mitting to memory portions of Scripture, suitable
prayers, and psalms, or hymns. Let them be exa-
mined frequently as to the use of private prayer,
and by proper forms be assisted therein. Let them
learn to rcpeat and understand the Catechism.
Let them be dirccted to collect out of the Scrip-
tures the various texts teaching any particular
duty. This T have found to be a very useful
employment for those who read well, and also
a suitable task for them on the week days, which
some executed with great propricty. Let them be
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taught to give the contents of a chapter in their own
words ; or the heads of each chapterin a whole book.

‘““When some excellent ladies in Somersetshire
were asked by a Clergyman, who once visited
their Schools, how they had brought their Sunday
scholars to such a correct knowledge of the word
of God, their answer was,—by teaching them the
same thing five hundred times over.

* By such employments as these, the children
would receive improvement of their understand-
ings, and would guin an extensive knowledge of
the Bible. In such a course of instruction there
would be no time for improper, or doubtful
employments ; but we might hope to sec the rising
generation of the poor ornaments to society, and a
blessing to the nation in which they live.

* But where are the masters to be found, who,
with sufficient talent for instruction, will undertake
this laborious work? Here is the difficulty. Itis
much easier to hear a child read a lesson, than to
instruct him in the meaning of it. It is much
easier to stand making pens while the children sit
at their copy books, than to press upon their minds,
with unabating diligence, the great truths of the
gospel. But yet, if Sunday Schools are to be a
blessing to this land, such must be the employment



APPENDIX, NO. II. 253

of their teachers, as T have above described. They
must, with heavenly zeal and unwearied diligence,
labour to point out to their scholars the path of
life, and exhibit in their own conduct examples of
holiness.

“ I cannot well express how great was my con-
cern, when I was some time ago informed, that, in
some of the Schools in this town, conducted by
the Methodists, nothing but writing was taught. 1
could scarcely have believed this, had 1 not received
the information from the preachers themselves.
Surely this is not sanctifying the Sabbath!

“ T am satisfied, that fifty-three years ago, when
[ first became acquainted with the Methodists, they
would not have tolerated such a profanation of the
Lord’s day.

T think it mny duty to prescnt this inatter to the
Conference for their most serious consideration,
fully persuaded, that the benefit or injury of thou-
sands of our fellow-creatures will depend upon
their determinations.

“ I remain,
«« With sincere regard to all who love the Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity,
“ Your friend and servant,
“W. H”
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“ The ladies, whom I have mentioned, found
the best masters and mistresses in their own scho-
lars, who had been trained up by their excellent
discipline and instruction; and if Sunday Schools
were conducted on this plan, a succession of
suitable masters and wmistresses would probably
not be wanting.”



LETTER 710 THE RRV. JOSEPII UHUGHES, ON

THE TRACT SOCIETY.

To the Rev. Joseph Hughes, Battersea.

“ Leeds, 1812,
“ Reverend Sir;

“ I HAVE often purposed troubling you with a
few lines to return my thanks for your kind present
of the Religious Tracts, in three vblumes, which
I received by Mr. Rawson.

“ The extensive spread of these small pam-
phiets, I consider, as a work of great benevo-
lence ; und one can scarcely doubt, that much
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more good will be done by them than can ever be
known, till that day when all secrets will be
revealed.

¢ You join with me, I doubt not, in thinking,
that every thing savouring of a party spirit should
be omitted in these publications, which ought to
be confined to the general doctrines of pure Chris-
tianity, and to the promotion of holiness in all its
branches. R -

“ With such views the Tracts have been gene-
rally written, though there are a few which might
be corrgcted with advantage. I have one before
me which does not altogether please me, and on
which I shocld like to know your sentiments. It is
entitled, A Word for Hearers. The first part of it,
describing the doctrines which every minister ought
to teach, has my entire approbation.

¢ The -second part is also instructive and
judicious. .

“ But I cannot agree with the sentiment ex-
i»ressed in the third part,—that if we hear those
ministers whose conduct is not agreeable to their
doctrine, ¢ we are partakers of their evil deeds.’ .
How- is this consistent with our Saviour’s admo-
pition in Matthew, xxiii. 2, 3.7 The Scribes
and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat : all, therefore
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whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after their works: for
they say, and do not. According to the sentiment
espoused in the Tract, our Lord ought to have
forbidden his disciples to hear those teachers,
¢ who say and do not” Whereas, he commands us
to hear und observe them as far they teach the
law of God.

¢« St. Paul accords with the admonition of his
Divine Master. Philippians, i. 15, &c. Some
preach Christ even of envy and sirife; not sin-
cerely, supposing to add affliction lo my bonds.
What then? Notwithstanding, every way, whe-
ther in pretence or in truth, Christ is preached ;
and I therein do rejoice; yea, and will rejoice.
Surely the conduct of those who preached Christ
out of envy, supposing to add aflliction to the
Apostle’s bonds, was not agreeable to their doc-
trine ; nor would the Apostle have rejoiced that
Christ was so preached, if it was unlawful to hear
such preachers.

¢« Perhaps you will think it is a weakness in me
when I confess, that I do not altogether approve
of the fourth part of this Tract.

“ Mr. Fuller says, ‘he sees churches rising
up every where after the gospel model.” Now,

voL. Ir. S
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if the gospel has left us a model for the formnti:m
of a church, that model may be binding upon my
conscience, though the minister of a peculiar con-
gregation may not be the most clear, spiritual, or
edifying. Christ has appointed certain ordinances,
as well as preaching: and these I am bound to
regard, though perhaps 1 cannot enjoy them where
the best preaching is to be heard.

¢ I do not think that the conduct of the ‘ good
woman in the Established Church,” nor of the
Dissenting Lady, ¢ with her riddle,” was so pre-
posterous as the writer of this Tract wishes to
represent it. The mere hearing of a good minister
is not the whole of religious duty. To hear regu-
larly, I must become a member of some particular
community, that may require of me things with
which I cannot conscientiously comply: or I may
have a large family to educate in some religious
persuasion, which may have great weight in the
choice of my communion.

“1In short, 1 think this Tract would be im-
proved by omitting the whole of the third and fourth
sections. »

“1 wish to see true religion promoted by

- these Tracts, by keeping out of sight those things
in which true Christians may, and probably will
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differ ; and, by enforcing, in the most striking
manner, the truths of our common Christianity.

« T am,
“ Reverend Sir,
“ Your's, &c.
“W.H

¢ To the Rev. Joseph Hughes,
¢ Necretary of the Religions Tract Society,
¢ Battersea, London.”






A LETTER TO JOHN HARDY, L8Q. ON THK

NATIONAL SCIIOOLS.

«“ Teeds, April 21, 1812.
¢ Dear Sir;

<« I'T was matter of concern to me, that you and I
could not adopt the same mecasures at the Mecting
for constituting National Schools (so called) in
this town and neighbourhood; though I am not
aware of any argument except onc which you
used, with which I could not agree. I have often
wished to converse with you on this important sub-
ject ; and shall now take the liberty of laying before
you the considerations which have influenced my
mind. These will probably have no effect on your
conduct ; but you will kindly accept them as an

apology for my own.
T s 3
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¢« A desire of affording instruction to the poor
seems happily to have pervaded the public mind
in this kingdom ; but a difference subsists in the
mode of executing this benevolent désign. Two
methods present themselves; one, by the co-
operation of men of all religious persuasions, as
far as the rights of private judgment will permit.
The other, by the exclusive direction of those who
are members of the Church of England. Under
the first class are arranged the Bible Society and
Larcastrian W. Under the second, the
Soctety for Pr;ihot‘ing Christian Knowledge, and
the National Schools.

““When I speak of the Lancastrian Schools,
F would be understood to speak of them in their
improved state, as conducted in this town;
of which I shall give you a more particular
aceount.

‘ Recent publications have shewn, that the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge is
equally hostile to the Bible Society, as to the
Lancastrian Schools; so that the arrangement
which L have made above will generally hold good.
The further these two systems proceed, the more
clearly will their opposition appear. The one is a
system of co-operation ; the other, of exelusion.
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T will consider their respective tendencies and
cffects in three points of view ;—

¢ 1. In their relation to the christian temper.

¢« 2. To the welfare of the State.

3. To the welfarc of the Established Church.

*« L. 1t can scarcely be doubted, that the union
of Christians of different denominations, in com-
mon acts of benevolence, has a tendency to foster
a spirit of mutual love and good will; to increase
that state of mind which must be the prevalent
disposition of all who shall inherit the kingdom of
heaven ; to abate mutual jealousies; to make good
men better acquainted with each other; in short,
to bring down a portion of heaven upon earth.
These happy effects have evidently been produced
in no inconsiderable measure by the Bible Society.

- The experience of all who have entered heartily
into the spirit of this glorious Institution bears
testimony to its huppy eftect upon their own minds.
The Lancastrian Schools have also had their share,
though in a less degree, in producing the same
happy effects.

“ Do not the best interests of mankind make
the promotion of thesc desirable ends an object
of the greatest consequencc?

+« 2, It must be allowed, 1 think, that the safety

s 4
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of a State depends much upon the union of its
subjects, especially under such a Constitution’ as
that which we enjoy, where popular opinion pos-
sesses so great weight. Now the more numerous
the points of contact can be made under such a
Government, the less will the community be dis-
posed to form hostile parties, which engender
mutual ill-will and endanger the public tranquillity.
The more frequent the occasion* can be made,
wherein men of different sentiments can meet in a
spirit of concord, the less will they feel themselves
disposed to thwart each other, and contend about
public measures. The softening effect produced
by the friendly meetings of persons in political
hostility, in the formation of the various branches
of the Bible Socicty, must be fclt and acknow-
ledged by all.

¢« 8. No Institution, with which I am acquainted,
has given such a decided pre-eminence to the
Established Church as the Bible Society. And
this pre-eminence has been gained, not by a fasti-
dious spirit of exclusion, but by the friendly -co-
operation of all denominations of Christians, In
every place where branches of this Society have
been formed, the numerous bodies of Dissenters
have willingly permitted the Church of England
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to tuke the lead. And though the constitution of
this Society appears to give an equality of weight
to all; yet, in every place the members, especially
the dignilied members of the Establishment, have
received a degrec of respect which no self-
constituted claims could procure. This is a pre-
cmincnce which can never be lost, but by the
voluntary secession or folly of the Establishment.

¢ The multitide cannot judge of the superior
claims of this or that ecclesiastical constitution ;
but they can sce where the greatest love of the
Bible manifests itself, and must ever feel a secret
attachment to that denomination which manifests
the greatest love to the word of God.

“ The same reasoning will apply, in a consi-
derable degrec, to the Lancastrian Schools, cspe-
cially when conducted upon the improved plan
now adopted in Leeds.

¢« When the numerous body of the poor shall
see the members of the Establishment cxtend their
charitable assistance to all dcnominations of
Christians, without requiring a sacrificc of the
rights of -conscience, I cannot doubt that the
Church of England will gain abundant respect,
and a great accession of strength, and that even
bv - the assistance of all denominations of
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Dissenters. A diligent attendance upon the Sunday
Schools for upwards of fifteen years has proved
this to be a fact, rather than an opinion, as fur as
the sphere of my knowledge has extended.

‘“ The present state of the Lancastrian School
in Leeds, confirms this idea. Out of one hundred
and eighty-six boys, one hundred and eight attend
the Church with the full concurrence of the
Dissenters. This number, being nearly two-thirds
of the whole School, is attended to Church by the
Master, the boys of other dencminations by the
Monitors. The former go to the Parish Church in
the morning, and in the afternoun to St. Paul’s,
where they are met. an hour heforc the service
begins, by myself and about eight assistants, who,
dividing the boys into different classes, give
religious instruction suited to the age and abilities
of the scholars. Those who can read are furnished
with Prayer Books, which they are taught to use
and understand. Each boy gets the Collect for
the day at home, and repeats it at Church. They
learn the Catechism, which one of the Curates at
the Parish Church hears them repeat; they are
taught a form of private prayer, and are urged to
this important duty. Their behaviour is regular,
and their attention pleusing. 1 cannot devise any
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mode of religious instruction better ealculated to
inform their tender minds. It is, T think, superior
both to the common Lancastrian and Sunday
Schools ; the former, omitting the religious im-
provement of the Lord’s Day; the latter, employ-
ing a great part of it in common learning. And 1
am persuaded, that wherever a pious minister is
found, he will find some of his flock ready to assist
in such a labour of love.

“We are now building a new School, to be
capable of eontaining five or six hundred boys;
and when this is finished, the old School will be
given up to the Ladies of Leecds, who have already
formed a Socicty for the education of poor girls,
upon the same plan as that of the boys.

¢ As the ercction of a new School has brought
the Society into the possession of real property,
"Frustees have become necessary. The Deed of
Trust has been settled at a General Meeting of
the Subscribers upon the following plan. Thirtcen
Trustees are elected, of whom seven are members
of the Established Church, and six Dissenters;
and on all future elections this proportion is to be
observed. The fundamental rules of the School
which are few and simple, are incorporated into
the Deed of TFrust; viz. that all the children are
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fo attend public worship twice cvery Lord’s Day,
and at such places as their parents shall appoint ;
and that no book shall he used at school but that
version of the Scriptures which is authorized by
royal authority, without not¢ or comment ; spelling
lessons and books of arithmetic excepted.

¢ This scheme T greatly prefer to that of the
National Schools, so called, partly for the reasons
already suggested. and partly on another ground,
which prevents me from joining the Nalional
Schools. 1 am given to understand, that no books
are to be used in the latter, (besides the Bible,)
exceept such as are sanctioned by the Sociely for
Promoting Christian Knowledg.. Now some of
the books recemmended and distributed by this
Society contain, in my judgment, erroncous doc-
trine. T mean such as is contrary to the doctrine
of the Church of England. as well as to the
Scriptures. 1 will give you a few instances.
There ure three dialogues written by the Rev.
Thomas Sikes, which the Society have sent to
all their members, as particularly worthy of
their notice. In this work, the author ranks
the doctrines of divine grace und justification
among the things in St. Paul's Epistles, which
arc hard to be understood, ¢ which are scarcely
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touched upon in the Gospels,” and upon which,
ke, ¢ touches very lightly and very scldom.” His
whole work is un attack upon the Evangelical
Clergy, who he thinks ought to be called Epistle
Preachers, rather than Gospel Preachers. Now,
when we consider that a complete revelation of the
Fospel was made to St. Paul. (the principal
writer of the Epistles.) who asserts in the siron-
gest terms his divine authority, saying. in his
Epistle to the Galatians. * Though we or an angel
trom heaven preach any other gospel than that
which we have preached,—let him be accursed.’
And in the st of Corinthians xiv. 37 ¢ If any
man think himselt to bhe o prophet, or spiritual,
let him acknowledge that the things that [ write
ave the commandments of the Lord.” What can
we say of Mr. Sikes’s slur upon the epistolury
part of the New Testament. but that it is little
short of blasphemy ¢

 Mr. Sikes also insists upon it. that the
minister of the parish (of every parish) is ¢ ap-
pointed by Christ’s aathority; that he is the
minister whom God hath set over us, and whom
it is our duty to obey and submit ourselves to?
that he is the © shepherd whom God hath given
us, and whom we ought to follow,” &c.—decla-
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rations whieh neither Mr. Sikes, nor the Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge can believe,
unless they believed that all parish ministers
preached the same doctrine. Yet such is the
Tract selected by this Society, and sent to every
member as one fit to be encouraged and distri-
buted !

‘ Another of their Tracts lies before me,
Archdeacon Yardley on Baptism, in which, the
doctrine of baptismal regeneralion is taught; a
doctrine as contrary to the Articles and Homilies
of our church, as it is to the Scriptures.*

“ The Archdeacon’s words are

“ And the same doctrine is maintained by the
Bishop of Lincoln, in his late Refutation of Cal-
vinism. Now the question is simply this,—Does
the inward and spiritual grace, viz. A death unto
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness, always
accompany the outward visible sign or form
in Baptism? The Church of England says No;
for it declares in the Articles on the Sacraments,

* Mr. Hey probably meant, that the manner in which the
Archdeacon explains this doctrine is contrary, &c. Fditor.
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that ‘ in such only as worthily receive the Sucra-
ment, they have a wholesome effect or operation.’
Hence Baptism is called (Article xxvii) ¢ a sign of
Regeneration, or Mew Birth, whereby, as by an
instrument, they that receive baptism rightly, are
grafted into the Church,’ &c. When, therefore,
the baptized adult is spoken of as regenerate, this
language is adopted on the charitable supposition,
that the requisites to baptism, repentance, and
faith, have preceded.

‘ The Homily on Whitsuntide brings forwards
this subject as a matter of fact and experience,
und describes the true nature of Regenoration,
saying, < Such is the power of the Holy Ghost, to
regeneratc men, and as it were to bring them
forth anew, so that they shall be nothing like the
men they were before.” Simon of Samaria was
baptized, but not regenerated, for his heart was
not right with God, but he remuined in the gall of
bitterness and the bond of iniquity.—Acts.*

«“ We have seen the fundamental doctrines

* The Editor has taken the liberty of omitting some passages
m this part of the letter, which he hopes the gentleman to
whom it was addressed will excure.
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of our Church, viz. the doctrines of man’s apostacy,
of faith and regeneration, denied, and the doctrines
of divine grace und justification slightly touched
upon by those who are to be the instructors of our
youth, educated in the National Schools. And as
L cannot consent to such instruction, I am com-
pelled to adopt a plan which I conceive to be
more consonant to the Holy Scripturcs and the
docetrines of our Church.

«« [ love the Church of England, but T love it
for the purity of its doctrines and the spirituality
of its worship. Let these be removed, and it will
lose that which makes it amiuble in my sight.

* oo § remain, Kec.

- W. H.”
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CATHOLIC QUESTION,

Substance of a Speech delivered in the Choir
of the Parish Church of Leeds, at the Public
Meeting on the Catholic Question, at which
it was agreed to petition Parliament against
their Claims, held in the Chancel of the Parish
Church, on Friday the 2rd of February,
1813.

«¢ Gentlemen ;

« It is little more than twenty-four years since

we met in this place (the parish church) to offer

up our solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God, for

his gracious deliverance of this nation from popish

tyranny and arbitrary power. Our joy was then

great, and our thanksgiving sincere. How distant
VoL. II. T
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from our expectations was it then, that we
should, in so short a period, meet again to con-
sider, whether the blessings which we then cele-
brated are worth preserving. Yet so it is. Many
pulpits at that time set forth the great mercies
which this nation derived from the revolution in
1688, the anniversary of which we were then cele-
brating. An excellent discourse was preached at
Mill-Hill Chapel in this town. But as I am not in
possession of that discourse, I will present you
with an extract from another, preached by an
eminent dissenting minister, Dr. Kippis, Novem-
ber the 4th, 1788, before a Society for comme-
morating the revolution. * We shall with pleasure
adhere to the testimony of Mr. Hume, who, in
speaking of the eera subsequent to the revolution,
hath made use of the following language ;---¢ So
long and so ‘glorious a period no nation almost
can boast of ; nor is there another instance in the
whole history of mankind, that so many millions of
people have, during such a space of time, been
held together in a manner so free, so rational, and
so suitable to the dignity of haman nature.” Surely,
Gentlemen, such a state of happiness as this
should not be endangered on slight grounds. Some
weighty and imperious reasons should be given,
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before we subject such a blessing to the slightest
risk. But now we are called upon to abandon our
happy Protestant Constitution, for the purpose of
gratifying the wishes of a small number of a small
part of His Majesty’s subjects. Have the hor-
rors attendant upon the French Revolution been
insufficient to shew us the danger of breaking
down an established constitution? The French
Government was certainly not the best; yet what
have been the consequences of those fine im-
provements which were at first held out to man-
kind ?—First anarchy, then despotism. It was some
years ago calculated, upon the best documents
that could he obtained, that not less than five
millions of our fellow-creatures had perished by
that awful experiment. Let us learn wisdom by
such dear bought experience.

¢ We were flattered by James the Second, with
the great benefits that would arise to the nation by
setting aside all restraining laws. IJis arguments
for-admitting the Papists to the full possession of
political power were such, that we might almost
fancy that we were bearing Mr. Grattan, while
reading the King’s declarations made within one
year of his abdicating the Government. But our
ancestors were nct cajoled with all his flattering

T2
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encomiums on liberality, and his descriptions of
the blessings to arise from the union of all parties.
They acted wisely. They saw the snake in the
grass, and knew that it had not lost the power to
bite. They fortified our Protestant Government
with fences, which they thought would never be
broken down. But our liberality, it seems, must
destroy the fruits of their caution.

“* Those who wish to preserve entire our happy
Constitution, are now charged with intolerance.
Such a charge is founded on a strange perversion
of languuge. Toleration is as well understood as
any word in our language. It is the liberty of
worshipping God according to the dictates of our
own .conéeience. And do not the Roman Ca-
tholics enjoy this privilege with as much security
as any other of his Majesty’s subjects? Yet, Mr.
Locke, whose Treatise on Toleration has always
been considered as a standard work on that sub-
ject, declares, that the doctrines of the Papists,
and their subjection to a foreign power, remder
them unfit to be tolerated in a Protestant State.

¢+ Those are not to be tolerated by the Ma-
gistrate, who do not own and teach the duty of
tolerating . all men in matters of mere religion :
or;: who teach that faith is not to be kept with
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heretics, or assert that kings excommunicated may
be deposed, or who acknowledge themselves
bound to obey a foreign power.” ¢ Nor does the
frivolous and fallacious distinction between the
Court and the Church, afford any remedy to this
inconvenience, especially, when both the one and
the other are equally subject to the absolute
authority of the same person, who has not only
the power to persuade the members of his Church
to whatsoever he lists, either as purely religious,
or as in order thereunto; but also can enjoin it
them on pain of eternal fire." page 59. I do net,
indeed, restrain my ideas within the limits here
prescribed by Mr. Locke, but I conceive the per-
sons here described to be unsafe guardians of a
Protestant Government.

“ The Roman Catholics, in every part of the
United Kingdoms, now enjoy every privilege
that can be justly called a claim from any subject.
They enjoy personal security, the protection of
property, gnd religious liberty. All beyond these is
power, which is not a matter of right, or claim ;
but is distributed by the Statg in such a manner as
shall best subserve the public welfare. It has.beert
said, that ¢ every incapacitating law is penal.” But
this political dogma has no faundation in truth.

r 3
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Our mixed government requires checks on every
branch. These are provided by incapacitating
laws, which are the very foundation of our liber-
ties. It was never supposed, that the great mul-
titude of persons in this kingdom, who are not
possessed of a freehold of forty shillings per an-
num, are on that account in a state of punishment;
yot they are incapacitated for giving a vote in
County Elections. We do not conceive a gentle-
man, whose estate only amounts to five hundred
pounds per annum, to be in a penal condition;
yet he is under the incapacity of representing a
County in Parliament. The clective franchise is
denied to great numbers, endowed with both
literature and wealth, because they are under the
influence of the Crown.

““ And lastly, the highest personage in the
kingdom, the Sovereign, is under restraints which
the meanest of his subjects would be unwilling to
submit to. He is incapacitated from choosing
either his religion, or his wife. These consider-
ations demonstrate, that power in a State is not
conferred on any ong for the gratification of the
person who is to possess it, but for the benefit of
those over whom it is to be exercised. The Roman
Catholics in Treland have peculiar privileges. They

[ R
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can vole in County Elections, and are even ca-
pable of acting as Magistrates without submitting
to the usual test. They can accept all military
and naval commissions, except those of principal
command. They cannot, in any part of the United
Kingdom, sit in either House of Parliament, be
Judges of the Supreme Courts, or act as Privy
Counsellors. They are only disabled from occu-
pying such high offices in the State, as might give
them a degree of power or influence dangerous to
the Constitution. They demand, however, the
removal of all political disabilities, and to be
placed exactly on a footing with the Protestant
sabjects of the realm. Let us inquire whether
this can be done in consistence with the safety of
our Protestant Constitution in Church and State.
The advocates of the Roman Catholics in Pay-
liament declare that, they plead for nothing incon-
sistent with this safety. We are therefore clearly
at issue upon this point. Sir Johm Cox Hippesley
says, < No man could deprecate those concessions
more than myself, if unaccompanied with such
securities as might satisfy the minds of the most
timid, in a rational view of their nature and
extent.” Speech, April the 24th, 1812; page 46.
And Lord Grenville declares to Y.ord Fingal, his
T 4
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attachment to the civil and religious establishments
of his country; and says, ¢that their inviolable
maintenance he has ever considered as essential
to its dearest interests.” But what are the secu-
rities on which we are to depeid for the safety of
our establishments? Though the subject has been
brought before Parliament for several years, we
have not beén clearly informed of their nature
and extent. These ought to have been distinctly
pointed out and printed in a Bill, that not only
the Members of Parliament, but the whole king-
dom might have had the opportunity of considering
their validity. I know of only two modes of se-
curity for our Protestant Government. The
restraining from power those whose principles may
be considered as injurious, or the accepting of
their protestations and oaths that they will not
injure it. The former was the method chosen by
our ancestors at the Revolution. It is simple and
efficient. The latter I consider as ineffectual and
nugatory. Admission to power on the security
of oaths, begins with breaking down the fence you
mean to set up. No oath can be more solemn that
that which sanctions the cqmpa::t of the sovereign-
with. his people. Having broke this, how can yon
expect the stability of any other?



APPENDIX, NO. II. 281

 The conduct of modern Roman Catholics, as
well as the doctrine of the ancient, and (with
them) infallible councils, shews, that protestations
are of little avail where the interests of the Ro-
mish Church are concerned.

“ In 1766, when an oath of allegiance to be
taken by the Roman Catholics of Ireland was in
the contemplation of Parliament, containing a
declaration of abhorrence of the doctrines, that
faith was not to be kept with heretics, and that
princes excommunicated by the Pope, might be
deposed or murdered; Thomas Maria Ghillini,
the Pope’s Legate at Brussels, made the follow-
ing observations on that oath, in four letters to the
Archbishops of Ireland ; that * these doctrines are
defended by most Catholic nations, and the Holy
See has frequently followed them in practice;
that as the oath is, in its whole extent, unlawful,
so in its nature it is invalid; that it can by no
means bind or oblige consciences.’*

"« It was with reference to, and to guard against
these dangerous popish tenets, that the following
clauses were inserted in an oath of allegiance,

¢ See Supplement to Hibernia Dominicana. p. 226—
1772,
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intended to have been taken by the Roman Ca-
tholics of England, in 1790.

“ < T do swear, that I do from my heart abhor,
detest, and abjure, as impious and heretical that
damnable doctrine and position, that princes ex-
communicated by the Pope, or by authority of the
See of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by
their subjects,”” &ec.

[Here the whole oath, renouncing the obnoxi-
ous tenets of Popery, relative to civil government,
was read. ]

*“ Before this could receive the sanction of the
Legislature, it was condemncd by the Vicars
Apostolical of the western, northern, and south-
ern districts, in an encyclical letter addressed
*To all the faithful Clergy and Laity of those
distriets.””

[Here an abstract of the letter was read, in
which the oath is condemned; its condemnation
said to be sanctioned by the Apostolic See: and
it is further declared, that ©the faithful ought
not to take any new oath, or sign any new decla-
ration in dootrinal matters; or subscribe any new
instrument wherein the interests of religion are
concerned, without the previous approbation of
their respective Bishop. Submission to this

Bed ciaigin ke 0,
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declaration was required. lhey further declare,
that the assembly of the Catholic Committec has
no right, or authority, to determine on the lawful-
ness of oaths, or other instruments whatsoever,
containing doctrinal matters.’]

He then proceeded : —

“ On these authentic documents, Gentlemen,
1 would observe, that the obnoxious tenets con-
tained in this oath, and which arc¢ subversive in
their effects of our Protestant Constitution, are
the doctrines of the Romish Church. If they arc
not, why is the oath objected to?

«“ No Protestant would scruple to take this
oath, because the doctrines contained in it are not
the doctrines of Protestants. The Romish Church
is not therefore falscly charged with holding these
tenets, whatever protestations individuals of that
Church may make respecting their own sentiments.
When we deal with Roman Catholics, as a body,
we must reason upon the tenets of that body.

« Again. It appears from the encyclical letter,
tbat the See of Rome does interfere in regulating
the allegiance of Roman Catholics to Protestant
Governments. The plea, therefore, of certain
Roman Catholics, that they submit to that
Sce only in spiritual matters, but owe no
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subjection to it in matters relative to their alle-
giance to their temporal sovereign, is clearly nu-
gatory. The conclusions which I here make are
supported by the whole history of the Romish
Church. When the Emperor and the Roman
Catholic Princes of Germany concluded the
Treaty of Westphalia with the Protestant Princes,
they mutually bound each other, by a solemn
oath, to the observance of it. On which Pope
Innocent X. published a Bull, pronouncing the
oath to be null and void, as no oath could bind
them to heretics.®

“ It is true that, five foreign Universities have
been consulted, and have denied these obnoxious
tenets; but they are allowed to have been con-
tained in the fourth Lateran and other General
Councils, which are uniformly held to be infallible.
Dr. Troy and others have wished to evade this
testimony by asserting, thut the decrees of the
fourth Lateran Council on these subjects were not
decrees on points of faith, but of discipline. Sad
prevarication!

‘¢ The insufficiency of the protestations of mo-
dern Catholics is clearly shewn in their conduct

¢ See Hombheck's Examen Bulle, &c.
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respecting the Veto. At first, they professed to
make the concession of allowing the King a ne-
gative in the choice of Irish Bishops; and
Dr. Milner (a titular Bishop in England, and
their accredited agent) authorized the Duke of
Norfolk and Mr. Grattan to declare this in Par-
liament; but afterwards he declared, ¢ that he
would shed the last drop of his blood rather than
consent that the King should have any influence,
direct or indirect, in the appointment of Roman
Catholic Bishops.” After which declaration he was
again appointed the Roman Catholic Agent in
England.

« It is asserted by some of the advocates for
the Catholic Claims, that the Roman Catholics
are changed. 1 wish that the gentlemen who make
this assertion would inform us, what were the
doctrines of the Romish Church befere this
change took place. I will then inform them what
their doctrines now are; for the idea of a ckange
in an infallible church is absurd. The decrees of
general councils are universally held to be inful-
lible by the Roman Catholics. And though some
who are acquainted with the history of the Romish
Church, must acknowledge that the Popes have
not always been infallible, as some of them have
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made erroneous decisions in matters of literature,
yet they hold themselves bound to obey the dic-
tates of the Holy Sce : and this amounts to prac-
tical infallibility.

“ Dr. Troy, the present titular Archbishop of
Dublin, thus applies the doctrine of infallibility to
the Pope, as well as to the General Councils.
In his Pastoral Tnstructions, page 76, he says;
« General Councils are not absolutely necessary ;
as from various circumstances the assemblies are
difficult,* they on such occasions apply to their
supreme head the Bishop of Rome, whose decrees
on doctrinal points of faith and morals are re-
spected by all Catholics, whether they consider
him as infallible or not. The acquiescence of the
majority of Bishops in these decrees of the Apos-
tolic See, renders them decisive and infallible.
The sante author says, ¢ The religious opinions of
the Roman Catholics, being unchangeable, are
applicable to all times.’

“ And the learned Advocate of the Roman
Catholics, Mr. Plowden, assures us, that * if any
one says, or pretends to insinuate, that the

Probably, this , the bling of them is difficult.
Editor.
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modern Roman Catholics, who are the objects of
the late bounty of Parliament, differ in one iota
from their predecessors, he is either deceived him-
self, or he wishes to deceive others.’*

** The sume doctrine is now taught in Maynooth
College, in a treatise concerning the Church.

*¢¢ The true Church must be infallible to be a
true Church; it must he unalterable in doctrine
becausc infallible. No cxisting Church but the
Church of Rome has such a characteristic. And it
is nccessary to be in the true Church to obtain
salvation.’”

[Supposing that many in the large company
assembled might be unacquainted with Maynooth
College, he here gave a short description of the
Institution, and mentioned the liberal stipend
allowed to it by Government.]

* I have already laid before you, Gentlemen,
the sentiments of Mr. Locke, that, © That Church
can have no right to be tolerated by the Magis-
tratc which is constituted on such a bottom, that
all who enter into it do thereby deliver themselves
up to the protection and service of another Prince.
For by this means the Magistratc would give way

v See ¢ The Case stated.” page 17,
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to the settling of a foreign jurisdiction in his own
country, and suffer the people to be listed, as it
were, for soldiers against his Government.’

““ Now, as the Roman Catholics are under the
absolute control of a foreign power, to whom they
must yield implicit obedience ; it it impossible that
they can give sufficient security to a Protestant
Government. We may learn this from the decla-
ration of our great enemy Buonaparte, who thus
addressed his Legislative Assembly in 1809 : —

¢ <It has been demonstrated to me, that the
spiritual influence exercised in my State by a
foreign Sovereign, is contrary to the independence
of France, to the dignity and safely of my
throne.’

¢ This obedience to the See of Rome is main-
tained in a variety of ways, by the control which.
auricular confession, and the power of absolution
and excommunication afford to the Ministers of
that See, as was strikingly displayed in the late
rebellion in lreland. History supplies us with a
vast variety of instances in which the several Popes
exercised a supreme power in the dominions of
other Princes. Those contained in our own history
may suffice for proof.

‘ Queen Elizabeth wiis excommunicated by
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Pius V. who absolved her subjects from their
allegiance to her. And the claim of temporal
power was more recently shewn in the conduct of
Pius VIIL., who crowned Buonaparte, calling him
* the Holy Tather’s Dear Son in Jesus Christ,’
(in his allocution to the Secret Consistory,) and
thereby transferred the allegiance ngf the people
from their lawtul Sovereign.

*« This conduct of the Pope towards Buonaparte
was approved by the Irish Bishops, who met in
Synod at Tullow, June 6, 1809. They solemnly
decreed, * That the Holy Father, Pius VII. had
only yielded by the Concordat what the dreadful
exigencies of the times demanded from a true
shepherd of the christian flock ; and that in his
measures {or the restoration of the Catholic unity in
France, he had solidly, und agreeably to the spirit
of the sacred canons, exerted the powers belonging
to the Apostolic See.’

«« This cluim of temporal power secins pretty
clearly set forth by Dr. Troy, in his Pastoral
Letter, 1793, in which he says; ‘ The Catholics
arc obliged to believe, us gn article of their
faith, that the Pope, as successor of St. Peter,
i the supreme visible head of the church on
earth, and the centre®f Catholic unity, with a

voL. Il 1
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primacy by divine right of real authority and
Jurisdiction in the Universal Church; and that
Catholics owe him canonical respect and obedience
on that account.” The oath taken by the Catholic
Bishops is to the same purport. ‘T will, to the
utmost of my power, observe the Pope’s commands,
and make others observe them.’

*“ The enmity against Protestants is kept up by
an annual execration of them at Rome, on the
Thursday in Passion Week. * We excommunicate
‘and cursc all Hussites, Wickliffites, Lutherans,
Zuinglians, Calvinists, Huguenots, and Heretics,
and whomsoever shall receive, defend, or favour
them.’

* Before the removal of several disabilities
under which the Roman Catholics remained prior
to the reign of his present Majesty,* their peti-
tions had an air of moderation, very different from
the assuming language now adopted. But their
late conduct affords a sad presage of the effect
to be expected from further concessions. It is a
fact which cannot be denied, that their discontents,
and violence of lapgnage, have risen in proportion

* This speech was dehiveredgjn the reizn of George the
‘Third.



APPENDIX, NO. 1. 291

to the favours granted to them. The violent and
inflammatory language used in their late conven-
tions, sufliciently developes the temper of their
minds. They now demand what is inconsistent with
the preservation of our Protestant Government,
and declare that, nothing less than a full com-
pliance with their demands will give satisfuction.*

« Mr. Keogh, who received the thanks of the
whole body of Irish Papists, June the 12th, 1810,
thus writes to Lord Grenville, on the Veto.

< «Catholic  BEmancipation, if an insulated®
question, must, in every view, be undesirable.
Taken by itself, it means, for Lord Fingal a seat
in Parliament; for Mr. Bryan a troop of horse.
To satisty the people of lreland.&thm'c must be
means adopted which the poor man will feel in his
cottage ; therc must be a total change in the whole
system of government. There must be the aboli-
tion of tythes; the amnulling of all corporate
bodies, including the University; there must be
the resumption of the misapplicd revenues of the
intrusive church.’

«« And the Committee of Grievances, appointed

= see the Speech of Counsellor O‘Gaorman, as given in the

public papers,
v 2
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by the Dublin Convention, thus speak ; ¢ The right
_of the Catholics to demand not only the removal
of all parliamentary and official disabilities ; but
the utter abolition of all Corporations; the
acknowledgment of the full and unlimited juris-
diction of their Church over marriages: the unre-
strained exercise of the power of excommuni-
cation ; the revival of her lucrative trade of endow-
ments and bequests ; actual facilities ; marked
public encouragements; and a befitting share of
®the public revenue for her ancient and unbroken
hierarchy, a hierarchy not belonging to a sect in
the nation, but to the people of' Ireland. ¢laiming
as a nation the establishment of its aational
worship.’ )

“ When Lord Grenville declared. as hefore-
mentioned, his attachment to the establishments of
this country; Mr. Keogh replies with contempt ;
* And really, my Lord Grenville, do vou figure to
yourself any fellow-feeling of my Lord Fingal,
about the increased security o your religion? Can
Englaud entertain the absurd notion of exciting
the sympathy of Ireland in wishes for the inviolable
maintenance of vour religion ! Indeed. this is too
glaringly absurd.’ -

*“And Dr. Milner ashs,-—¢ 1t it is possible that,
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as a guavdian of the Catholie religion, he could be
expected to pledge his consent to the making of
an adequate provision for the maintenance of a
Protestant Establishment?”—No, they would not
be weak enough to erect a Protestant College,
with an endowment ot eight thousands pounds per
anmum for the education of students in divinity.
Yet this sum, eranmted to the lIrish Catholics, is
treated  with contempt by  the Committee of
Grievances.

¢ Let not those who dissent from the Established
Church  imagine, that Catholic ascendency will
shew them any favour. I high offices in the State
should ever give «nfiicient power, they may rvest
assured, that the distinetion of Churchman. Pres.
byterian, Independent &e. will vanish: and we
shall alike be overwhelmed in one indiscrisminating
mass of destruction.”

| He then proceeded to give a short account of
the horrid cffect of popish ascendency towards
Protestants, as manifested in the cruelties of
Queen Mary’s reign : —in the Massacre of St. Bar-
tholomew ; the Irish Rebellion in 1641, and in
that of 1798. In the last of which, the most solemn
declarations of loyalty, sanctioned by oaths taken
in the Romish chapels. and transmitted to the
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* Irish Government, were only cloaks to conceal the
rising rebellion, and to make its eruption more
sudden and destructive. And as the anthority of
Mr. Pitt had heen quoted to shew, that the
rebellion in 1798 was not a religious war, he gave
a more particular explanation of this case. Allow-
ing that the rebellion, as far as it related to the
first contrivers, was not a religious contest, but the
work of a set of revolutionary Jucobins who wished
to detach Ireland trom England, and raise an
independent democracy. But the instruments made
use of by these men, viz. the Trish Priests, entered
upon it as a religious war, and prosecuted it for
the destruction of all Protestants. He alleged a
variety of facts in proof of this view of the
subject. ]

After some other gentlemen had spoken, he rose
again to express his desire, that nothing which he
had said might be construed as a reflection on any

« . peaceable Roman Catholic. He declared his belief,
that as much humanity and fidelity might subsist
in one of this persuasion as in any other person.
He acknowledged the eminent piety which had
shone in persons of all ranks in the Romish Church,
mentioning a Fenelon among their Bishops; a
Pascal among their Philosophers ; and a Thomas a

]
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Kempis among their Priests. He requested that
what he had said, might bo applied to them only
as a body, which by their principles were subject
to the control of a foreign power.

— ——

The Assembly was large, and the majority in
tavour of the Petition against the Catholic Claims
was very greal. As far as could be seen, in an
elevated situation, there scemed to be nine hands
held up for one against it.*

"

* In order to’account for some passages introduced in two

or three different puts of the Speech, it will be proper to

nform the reader, that it was transmitted, in the form of a
letter, to a distinguished Member of the House of Commons.

FND OF VOL. 1L
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Population of the Borough of Leeds m 1801, distin
guishing that of each of the Divisions in the Town,
and the Out-Township~, 1802.°

Township.

Upper Division:-s++seveaceasces 3,554
Middle and Kirkgate coc.....c. 3,803
Mill Hill cceccvevecec e 2,676
North East ccceececraanceces. 8,547
Noith West ceevevececceeccass 4058
ERSt ccveensvencne oo coeeee 5123

South sececcerecsscianctcese 2907

30,670
Ammley coviinviniiiiinennae, 2,605
Beeston eoeeereronaeraiieeanes 1,127
Bramley....cooviviieiiiiins 2,062
Chapel Allerton --vcc-v-vveees 1,051
Farnley .ooovevvenennnnnnanes, 943
Headin ]).-.................. 1,313
Holbeckeee cctreccccance. caen 4,196
Elunslett --cceeee v vnnecncees 5,799
Potter Newton seseeccceaccscsns 509
Wortley.oveiieearerannenenae. 1,995

— 22,193

33,163

-in

* ‘This conected statement of the Popnlation ot the Borough
of Leeds was 1ccetved too lite to be inserted in ite puopet
place.--See vol. ii. page 2.
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